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To the 
RIGHT WORSHIPPULL 


His Worthily Honoured Patron, 


S' A nraony Cope 


of HANWELL, BARONET. 


Worthy Sir, 


325 H E unb Contentions,.. 
5 BY which racy broken — 
Church into ſo many. Fa- 
ions , began firſt about 
Ceremonies. A ſlight quar= 
rel in outward Appearance. 
But the Apoſtle bath told us, that à little 
fre kindleth a great quantity of Fadll, 
A 2 


am. 
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| Fam. 3. 5. And this Age bath found it 
too true. The ſame ſpirit of Diſobe- 
| dience, which began at theſe dry leaves, 
or Chips of Diſcipline, as they ſeemed unto 
moſt at the firſt, invading by Degrees 
the ſolide Timber , and ſetting the whole 
wood in a flame. Great Differences 
have aroſe about theſe ſmall matters. 
And we have at length almoſt loſt the 
+» Subſtance of Religion, through our 
eager and unſeaſonable contending as 
Bout the Circumſtantialls. Tbe Non- 
Confortniſts indeed, with much confidence 
and Clamour, lay the Blame of theſe 
Diviſious upon the Rigour of their Supe= 
riours, in requiring an exatt obedi- 
ence to the Ceremonics , and preſſing 
too hard upon tender Conſciences, I 
conld beartily wiſh , that ſome of Them 
who pretend ſo much to this Tenderneſs, 
aud are ſo ſenſible of the leaſt Bur 
bound by the Hand of Authority, bad 
Conſoiences of -a more even Temper , 
and a more conſtant Size. But it is 
* ſirange to me, to ſee them comrati and \ 
dilate' their Conſciences at pleaſure , © 
32 * 8 Accor - 
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arccording to the Difference of Objects, 
like the Phariſces of old, who ſtrained at 

nats, and ſwallowed Camels ) at the 
ſame time ſcrupling at ſmall Duties, 
and j — down great Sins; and 
making diſobedience to Mans lawes , one 
of the beſt Characters of Gods Servants, 
2 if the fifth Commandement were abro- 

gated among the Jewiſh Ceremonies ; 
«#d Chriſtian liberty conſiſted in oppo= 
ſing Thoſe whom Chriſt bath ſet over us, 
Would to God they would at length lay 
aſide their Prejudices and Paſſions, and 
ſhew themſelves as zealous. for the Peace 
of the Church, as they have been for main- 
taining of Parties. Which I hope they 
will do, when they conſider ſeriouſly with 
themſelves, 

Firſt, that the ſmaller the Ceremony is, 
which they contend about, in oppoſition to 
lawfull Authority, the Di ſobedience is'the 
greater, becauſe in a matter of ſo eaſy Per- 
formance; and conſequently, the Schiſme 
is more Groundleſſe, and the. offender more 
Guilty. | 
. Secondly , that theſe unhappy Con- 
A.3 tention; 


/ 
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tentions among the Guides of Religion, 
whetber True or pretended ones, have 
already produced moſt ſad effeis a- 
mong the People; whilft ſome have 
been miſled into the groſſeſt errours, and 
others have thought themſelves the onely 
Chriſtians, by confeder ating in @ Schiſme: 
fome , diftratied the multiplici- 
ty of opinions, and walking uncertainly 
after comrary calls ; others amazed, and 
at a fland; and too many, willing to 
perſwade themſelves, that Religion it 
ſelfe is ſcarce worth the ſeeking, or con · 
tending for. | 

- Thirdly, that the experience of theſe 
late years - bath ſufficiently taught us, 
| there's no bope of unity in the Church, 
without Uniformity in the Service of 
God, and the Rituals of our Religion. 
Severall Churches indeed, who are 
Independem of- each other , ( as the States 
are wherein they are ſeated, being ruled 
. by different Lawes and Governours ) 

have , and may vary in Ceremoni alle, 
without breach of Peace. But to ſuffer 


every private Perſon to follay bis 


own 


_—— 
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own fancy in matters of Religion, er the 
DiZates of ſome idolized Teacher, whom 
he hath choſen for bis ſpirituall Guide, 
in oppoſition to the Government of the 
Church and State, wberein be lives, + 


is the ready way to bring in an Tufinity - 
of Schiſmes, 228, all. N 
A ſmall Gap, or. two, in 4 Hedge. 
ſeems inconfiderable at | firſt 3 and the . 
thin, tender Rind of an Apple ſeems as 
inconfiderable a Fence to the Fruit which 
it incloſeth :_ yet frequent experience in- 
ſtrudleth us, 2 the negle of the one 
bath made way, both for the Cattle within 
to ftray forth, and looſe Themſelves , and 
periſh in their wandrings; and for ſtran- 
ger Cattle, to breake is, and devonre 
the Field. And the pering away of ſome 
ſmall Portion of the other , hath cauſed 
the whole Fruit, firſt to diſcolour , and 
then to putrify. Such an Hedge, ſuch 
4 Rinde, is the Order aud Diſcipline of 
the Church, which conſiſts in Ceremo- 
nies, and externall obſervances 3 the 
leaſt breach wherein, though wot con- 
ſiderabie at the firſt mating, hei waxetb 
larger 
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larger by inſenſible Degrees, and at 
length eats ont the very Subſtance of Reli- 
gion; as the late Times have evidenced to 
our Smart and - Shame.” 
Nom to thoſe up theſe Differences in 
- the matter of Ceremonies , which firſt 
occaſioned them, I humbly conceive it 
the moſt faire and rationall' way (ſeeing 
that holy * Scripture ſaith little, or no- 
thing of Tbem in particular) to make 
an impartial! ſearch into the e 
Antiquity, and the 23 of thoſe 
neighbouring Churches of ours in the 
Weſt, which generally paſſe amongſt us 
under the Title 50 Proteftant, or Refor- 
med. For none of the contending parties, 
who pretend to any Chriftian Modeſty or 
Ingenuity, will, I preſume, diſavow either 
Theſe , to both which they make an 
open claime. Seeing They pretend all to 
follow primitive patterns, and the example 
of thoſe Neighbour Churches which 
have purged themſelves from the Su- 
3 and Corruptions of the 
hurch of Rome. Tea they frequently 
make the pretended Conformity 10 


Theſe 


| 
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Theſe , a ſpecious plea fortheir o wn Non- 
Conformity to the Lawes and Orders of 
their Mother Church, Now it is the 
Deſigne of this ſmall Treatiſe, to demon- 
ſtrate the Conſonancy of the Church of 
Englands Judgement and Praflice unto 
Both theſe, in the Geſture of kneeling at 
the Holy Euchariſt. 4 Geſture which 
bath been much ſcrupled at by ſome , and 
abſolutely cryed down 7 others , as 
Superſtitious , if not Idolatrous 3 as 
quite contrary to the nature of the Su- 


cramentall Supper, which" it attends, 


and to the Pradlice of our Saviour, and 
bis Apoſtles at the firſt inſtitution. U 


on 
. what Grounds theſe Clamours have been 


raiſed, whether true or miſtaken , let the 
indifferent Reader Judge, upon the 
Survey of theſe Papers; wherein I have 
taken ſome Paines, to track, the foot- 
ſteps of the Churches Prafiice in all 
Ages and Places, as farre «s the light 
of Hiſtory, aud my ſlender Reading 


2 diſcover, Withall, I have en- 


auonred , to cleare the Miſtakes of 
de ; who. have ſo eagerly ſet tbem- 
FO ſelves 
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ſelves againſt knedling , whilſt they plea- 
ded for fitting at the receiving of this Sa- 
crament. | 

And I bave made choice of This, 4- 
mong ſome other Ceremonies that are 
queſtioned , becauſe it is of a- more 
generall Concerument. The Sarplice , 
and Croſſe in Baptiſme , with ſome o- 
thers that are ſtumbled at, concerne the 
Clergy alone, who are injeyned to uſe 
them in their Miniſtry. But as for knee- 
ling at the Sacrament , it concernes all 


alike, the People as well as ibe Prieſt, 


who are Both commanded to uſe it , and 


in 1 of Non - Conformity debar 


themſelves of the many and great Advan- 
tages of ſo Bleſſed 4 Sacrament, and 
ſo exclude themſelves from the Com- 
munion of the Church, in the higheſt 
Myſtery of our Religion. Now if this 
ſmall Diſcourſe prove ſo happy, through 


Gods Blcſling 5 to ſcatter the Prejudices * 


of ſome, and confirme the waverings 
of others, and ſo become a meanes of 
contributing ought towards the Peace 


x 


of the Church, I have my much wiſpt 


for 


LE, +4 AS: Mnwrrmn 
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for end; and ſhall have juſt cauſe of 
joyning my Thanks and Prayſes, with 


Ibeirs who receive any Benefit there. 


by , unto the great God of Truth aud 
Peace. 


As to the choice of the Perſon, to 
whoſe Pratetiion I have made bold to 


'* recownend ſo inconſiderabl a Treatiſe 3 


the very Title in the Front of this E- 
piſtle will, I hope, either defend or excuſe 


me to the World, though the Diſcourſe 
it ſelfe be unworthy of his Acceptance, 


For the very name of Patron is à ſufficient 
Evidence of my Obligations, and may 
juſtly claime whatſoever I can do in this 
kind, as a Teſtimoniall of my Grati- 
tude; which I muſt ſhew as 1 can, when 
I cannot 4s I would. And your Noble- 
weſſe , I well know , looketh not ſo much 
at the Greatneſs of the Gift, as the good 
will of the Giver. Who, if God pleaſe 
to grant him life and leiſure anſwerable 
to his Deſires, will be ready to ſecond this 
with ſome fartber proofs of bis ob. 
ſervance. But this is not all. Tour kyown 
zeale for maintaining the good Orders 


of 


* 
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of the Church, with your exemplary Re- 
verence at the publick Service, and par- 
ticularly, at this boly Sacrament ; be- 
ſules that Influence which your Suffrage 
and Authority had, in reviving the Aun- 
cient Law for the Geſture of kneeling 
thereat, might juſtly challenge this Dedica- 
tion at my hands, thongh I bad no other 
Reaſon or Relation, 


I bave nothing more to adde, but what 

*. T am bound upon all good occaſions to 
remember ; my hearty prayers for a Bleſ- 
fing upon Your Selte, your Noble Lady, 
and all the Branches of your Ancient 
Family. And more eſpecially, at tha | 

Preſent , that God would ſo proſper 

your Counſels and endeavours 2 the 
Publick Peace, as we may once more Wor- 
ſhip God in the beauty of Holineſs, glori- 
fying Him with one Minde and one Month, 
ſerving Him with that Edification, 

thet Order and Decency, which he hath 
commended unto us by the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles ; that ſo you may prove an 
eminent Inſtrument of Glorifying God 
in ibis world, and as eminent OT 
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of his Glorification in the world to come. 


* Thich is the Cordiall and Conſtant 


Prayer of, 
Worthy Sir, 


Your much obliged, 
and Faithfull Servant 


to Command, | 


GEORGE ASHWELL: 
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The chick: Heads, or Points Handled 

in this Treatiſe. | 


V 7 H at Geſture our Saviour, and the 
N Apoſtles uſed at the eating of the 
Paſſeover. : pag. 1. 


How probable, that they uſed the ſame at 
the Celebration of the Euchariſt, 4.3 


The Scripture berein filent. 6 


The Example of the Primitive Church tbe 
_ beſt rule to guide our pradiiſe in this 


caſe. | 7 
Lying on Couches in the Church forbidden 
by ancient Councils. ib. 


Sitting not uſed at all in Divine Service, 
except at the reading of the Leſſons, and 
the bearing of the Sermon, 8. 

Standing 


* 


— 


4 Standing, the received geſture for many 


| 
ages. IE 
|] Tet not generally uſed, 12 


But on the Lords Days, aud ſome others, © 
eſpecially between Eafter, and Vbit- 
ont? e. 13. 
Teſtimonies out of Antiquity againf# knee- 
ling at the communion examined. 19. 


Standing uſed by the Miniſter at ſome parts 
of that ſervice. 22 


1. That the people kneeled at Divine ſervice, 


at other times then thoſe before men- 
| tioned. | f 23. 
That the Comminicants alwaies uſed « 
Seſture of Adoration at the Receiving 
ef the Sacrament -- >. 34 
* Geſture the Churches of Chrift at 
this day uſe in receiving i. 37. 
Teſtimonies of ſoma of the moſt eminem Di- 
Vines of the Reformed Churches. 72 


Obſer- 


— — — " 
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* — 


Obſervations from Hiſtoricall paſſages Wy 
Jer reaſons, juſtifying the pradlice of | 


the Church of England in this particu- 
lar. : 80 


ObjeGions anſwered : | 116. 


1 


a Pag. 3. LI. 7. that Feaſt. ib. I. alt. dele after. 
N. I. a6. r. the Geſture. p. 19. I. 19. depended: 
5.36. J. 8, 9. depoſitum, fideliter reddit. 43. I. 10. 
Gardinerum, 5. 46. 1.5. wherewith. p. 47. l. 19. 
- = .61..23.Baſil.p.62.1.25.Conference of 


upon this and ſeverall other xc. p.87. I. 17. 
dele and. p. 109. l. 2. r. might. p. 142. J. 3. not only 


ſuch as were withont. 
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Concerning the Geſture at the receiving of 
the Holy Euchariſt; or Sacrament 
"IP the Lords Supper. 


Hat Geſture our Blefſed 
2 and his Apo- x_ 
. tion and firſt Celebratĩ- 
on of the Holy Eucha- 
"Ba: riſt, is not - expreſly 
mentioned in the Go- 
the Paſſover, is ſet down, and expreſt by 
two words, which are promiſcuoufly uſed 
by 110 a,. fignific - the ſame 
as. 


rig files uſed at the latin 
ſpel, That which they uſed at the eating of 


57 


— "IE 
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Geſture, viz. ſomtimes by d, and 
ſomtimes by S. By rand at, Matt. 
26. 20. Mark 14.18. 7.1 23. By dramrtedv. 
Luk 22. 14. Fo. 13.1 boch w ich words 
our laſt Engliſh Tranſlation commonly ren- 
dreth, Sitting domn | at the Table] anſwera- 
bly to che Geſture now in uſe amongſt us: 
but the words propetly fignifie, Diſcumbere, | 
vel Facere, to lie down, in a leaning poſtare, | 
on certain low Couches, ſuch as were then 
in uſe. (hence called LeQuli cænatorii, vel 
diſcubitorii) the principal Gueſt at the head 
of the Conch ; the Second, a little lower, 
and behind him, laying his Head in the Bo- 
ſome of the firſt, and fo ſucceſſively, as i 


ny as the Couch would conveniently hold. 
hat this was the poſture of our Saviorr, 
and his Apoſtles, at the Fate the Ta- 

over; will appear not only by the proper fi- 

ication of the words, agd the known 
Caſtotn of the 7er, in that age, but alſo 
by a Paſſage recorded by St, John, touching 
out Saviour, and himſeſ, Fobn 13. 23; There 
was one of bis Diſciples, whom o us loved , 
dreveiunr® © Ts i u Ino, who leaned: 
on the Boſom of, Zeſws, Compared with John 
21. 20. Where we read that Peter turning; 
about, aw the Diſcigle Om Jeſus loved 
4 ſollo = 


, 
- 


— — 


(32 

following, % 3 dtroow @G „ Nie but 
Th 53365 avi%; WH alſo leaned' on bis Breaſt 
at Supper ; yea, the Jews had been ſo long 
accyflorned to this Gifture before our S#vi> 
ours time, that when ſome Thouſands of 
them were to be miraculouſly fed by him, 
I Wich a few loayes arid ſhed, thoug they 
> | were then in the open fields; yet they readily 
| applied thietnſelves to the ſame Poſture, when 
upon or $zyid4rs commidid,-they were di- 
ſtributed into ſtveral C , } confi- 
ſting of equal numbets, to ake of chat 

1 food, wherewith lie parpoſe to atisfie them 
all. *Embrato dure? dratairar weeras, He 
commanded Mis Diſciples,” if N Ne 
rent, to malt them all H he: of leane 3 
the Graſs. Then it endes, OF 
facial, 3 They lay 9; or leaned down 


in ranks, by Himdreds, 4 cher, Merk 


S il. e er 
Vai ow, this Table-Geſture the Jews had 
learned of the Gretky and RU, who for 1. 

many years had lorded t 9 them, — 
| caugtie chem this a other 
|»: nothing of the Perſians. le r bags 
ominion ** had lied fbr yeart 
4 before, upon theit Retour from the Baby. 
iſh Captnity; for * alſd uſed 3 
| ure 


ö 
| 

4 

| 
4 
Tr, 
„ 
"= 
n 
d 
8 
re 
, 
od: 
* 


4 


I 


140 


Poſture at their Feaſts, and Banquets, as we 
read, .Efb, 1. 5,6. Where in the deſcri- 
ption of the Royal Feaſt, which King Abaſu- 
eroſþ made the Citizens of: Shuſhan, in the 
Court of the Palace Garden; among other 
particulars, whereby. the magnificence of 
the Feaſt is, ſet forth, we find mentioned 
Beds of Gold, and Silver. And at the Ban- 
et where with Queen Eſther enterteined 
the King, and his great Favorite Haman, we 
find him ſupplicating for his life to the 
Queen, lying proftrate on his face, upon the 
Banquetting Bed, whereon {he repoſed, 
But if any deſire to ſee more tonching the 
uſe of this Table-Geſture, among the ewes, 
they: may pleaſe to conſult: the following 
aſſages in the Hiſtory of the-Goſpel. For 
abe, See Mat 9, 10. and 22. 10. and 
26. 7. Luke 7. 37. and 22. 27. and Fo. 6. 
11. For S, See Mat. 18. 35. Luke 
11-137: nd Ghap. 14: 10. 4d 1j. 7. Job. 
G49: and 2 . dee, * 1 2 | 
Ie 18 pProvayye;' „that, our Saviour, | 
. and hie Apoſiſes vled the ſame Geſture a 
the, Celebrazign, the Euchariſt , which 
they Had u eee the Peſſoper 
Firſt becau a thi | 


S141 5 


e read that 


= 


Sacrament 
| was 


ao wm - 


F 
. 
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_ Evangeliſt St. John tels us of chimſelſ, that 


2 YO cans nne e OST 


he went out to betray his Mater, re 


E ˙ 1 — II 


5 (5). 


was inftituted at the Cloſe of the Feaſt, ber 
fore the food was quite taken away from, 
the Table, vi ⁊. at the end of the laſt Courſe, 
So St, Matthew 100 us ige dv, | as. 
they were eating, Jeſus tack Bread; and hleſſe 

it, &c. St Mark ſaith 8 N of 
22, with whom we may compare Sti Ex * 
Chap. 22. 15, 19. Secondly,, ; becauſe the 


be leaned on the Boſome . a littl 1211 


fore Judas went out. Jab 3, 23. 


chap. 21. 20, 24. N 1 64 udas; 
the Sacrament with the xeſt af the Are 
is nor only the Judgment of the Ghurch 


England (expreſt in the Exhortation b 
fore the Communion) but the general $ 1— 


* 
- 


nion alſo nw the ancient dy "= th 
grounding their Judgment, s Lſuppelg, 

thoſe words: of! St. Lug. Cb. 22,19, 2 75 
Where the Evangelist cells us, 8 
our Bleſſed Saviour had delivered the Sg 


— . . 


4 
of 


ment in both kinds to his Apoftles., he a. 
ded theſe words, Bebold, the, baud 4 bin 
that betrayeth me, is with me on the Table. 


Probable I ſay, not certain, becaols St 
Luke, and St. Paul both tell us that this 


B 3 vangeliſt 


a ———— 


| a- X. 
crament was inſtituted alter $ Age, The 


— CE — — 0 


1 


— 


Evangelift informing us, that our bur Saviour 
took the Bacre, Cnp, uiſd To . 
; which circumſtance the Apoſtle 
ſo thought gt to remember us of, where 
he particularly relates the order, and man- 
ner of the Inſtitution, vis. 1 Cor. 11. 25, And 
A Fobn tells us, that Supper being end- 
__ our Saviour aroſe from the Table, and 
= is Diſciples feet , and afterwards 
ſelf down again. So that, for 5 

to the contrary, he might 

Poſture, and his Diſciples with him, 
tie celebrated that Goſpel-myſtery , 
IL: ——.— in the — of the 
Paſwver, eſpecially when the Text 
te * en Celebration thereof 
Ok | a nr bad 3. which clearly ap- 

ki, Met. 26, 263 27, 28. 

| Luke 22:1 20. 

Fhus the Scripture leaverh us ſomwhar in 
de dard av/rouching the Geſture which 
dur Savio and his Apoſtles" uſed at the firſt | 
Inftinition;which doubeleks i it would never 
have done, if the Geſture then uſed had been 
oblieging to poſterity ; whereas we find not 
there mentioned ſo much as a certain pat- 
tern to imitate, much les any Precept to 
bind us unto Obedience. Now, in ſuch a 
ca ſe 


— 


(798) 


caſe as this, know uo Pencr u to uide 
our Practice by, then the 3 t-the 


Primitive Church, which in 1 25 


— know what the Apoſiles both 
1 Ar to be looked upon, 
beſt keepet and witneſs of what the 
leſe us as the moſt fairhinl Depoſitas 770 
their Principles, and the moſt aruhen 
Directreſs of our Practice, Now, i we 
pleaſe to conſult the moſt ancient Records 
of thoſe carly Times his we ſhall bod, 

Fieſt, The Council of Laodicea (which 
was fomwhat ancienter, then that of Nice 
and whoſe Canons were a herwards received 
into the Code of the pose 6 ie 12 
ſolutely forbiddeth the poſture of 
Couches in the Church, at the Cele — 
of the Lords Supper, or the feaſts of Charity 
which accompanied it. 

The words of the Twenty cighth Canon of” 
that Council, are theſe, *Ov N 3» Tois RU. 
ansde, 8 Wu rar Ee. a . | 
A , % bs Tl Uno N bt 
x Atera cps; that is, "The Fea ets ; of 
Charity are not to be kept in the Lirgs ;h 
or in the Church, uei ther u 27 ye eat, dr 8885 5 
Couches in the Hauſe of God. The fate Ge- 
ſture was tad Fr einne tobe 
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uſed, in the very ſame words, by a great 
Council of Greek Biſhops aſſem bledin Trullo, 
and that under the pain of Excommunica- 
tion, viz, Can. 74. Both Councils, as I ſup- 
poſe ,, either conceiving this Geſture not re- 
verent enough for ſo venerable a Myſtery, or 
Cat leaft) much ſubjeſt to abuſe, which [ 
the rather think, becauſe I find ſome ſuch 
like abuſe crept into the Church of Cor inib 
in thoſe early days, which the Ap oe alſo 
ſharply taxeth, 1 Cor, 11. 22, 29. Have ye 
not houſes to eat, and to drink in? Or deſpiſe 
ye the Church of God ? be that eateth, and 
drinketh unworthily,cateth and drinketh Dam- 
nation to bimſelf, not diſcerning the Lords 
Body. Where he blames them Geufing the 
ſame ſreedom, and bold carriage at the Lords 
Table, and the Feaſts of Charity, which waĩt- 
ed on it, as at their own ordinary meals; 
thereby making no difference between their 
Corporal, and their Spiritual Repaſt ; for 
which cauſe thefe Agape, or Feaſts of Charity 
were afterwards left off, when the Abuſe 
began to ſpread ſo far, as univerſally to 
prevail, 0 0 
Secondly, for Sitting, this Geſture which 
our Non-Conformiſts ſo much contend for, 
as the moſt proper for the Holy Communion; 
it 


1] queſtion : partly, becauſe Optatus tells us, 
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it was ſo far from being appropriated there- 
to of old, that (upon the beſt ſearch: I could 
make) I have not found it uſed at all in Di · 
vine Service, except at the reading of the 
Leſſons, and the hearing of t he Sermon. For 
Juſtine Martyr implies that during this part 
of the Service, the People fate ; when he 
thus informs us concerning the: Chrsffiar 
Aſſemblies of his time (ſuch at leaſt; where- 
with he was acquainted.) Aſter the reading 
of rhe Leſſons, and the Exhortatory Ser- 
mon of the IIęesg- es, or Biſhp, Ari due 
x01J lie, Y wvyds vinvene, that is; 
we riſe up altogether, and ſend up our Pray- 
ers, Apol. 2. But whether, or no this was 
permitted to the People in all places, l much 


Populus in Eccleſia ſedendi licentiam Hon ba- 
bet, that is, the People is not licenſed to ſit in the 
| Church; partly, becauſe in moſt, if not all the 
Eaſtern Churches at this day, the People have 
no ſeats at all allowed them in the Church, 
as I ſhall ſhew anon. However, this is clear 
enough, that after the firſt Service was end - 
ed, the Catechumem, and ſome others diſ- 
miſt, and the office of the Communion begun, 
the People never ſate; no not ſo much as in 
the Inter rals of thai Service, For irt, the 
| ame 
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ſame Fuſfin Martyr, in the place alledged, 

makes not the leaſt mention of any return to 
Sitting, after they once aroſe upon the end- 
ing of the Sermon. Secondly, St. Auſt in 

implics, that after the Beginning of the Com- 
munion Service, they conſtantly uſed a Ge- 
ſture of Adoration (which ſure no ſober 
man can think to be ſitting) until the whole 
was ended; worſhipping God without any 


Interroption, in Prayers, Supplications, Inter- 


> rx and Thanksgivings, partaking of the 
oly Supper, offering, and devoting them- 
ſelves to God; So he; Epift. 59. ad qu. 5. 
And long before him, His Country-man Ter- 
tulli an ſpeaks more home, and particularly 
to this purpoſe. De Orat. c. 12. Where he 
reprehends the ir regular carriage of ſome in 
his Church, who Hol after part of thoſe 

Prayers were ended. Vel propterea in nobis 


reprebendi meretur, quod apud Idola celebra- 


tur. Eo apponitur irreverentiæ crimen, etiam 
2 ionibus, ſiguid ſaperent, intelligen- 
dum. Siquidem irreverens eſt affidere ſub 
conſpetin, contraq; couſpetium ejus quem cum 
maxime reverearis ac venererit. Quanto magis 


ſub conſpeftiu Dei vivi, Angelo adbuc Ora- 


tronis aſtante, fatium iſtud irreligioſiſimum 
eſt ; 'nifi exprobramus Deo, quod nos Oratio 
fatigeverin 


| 
ö 
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fatigaverit ? That is, *The Geſture of "IS | 
te ting after Prayers, therefore deſerves to be 


, © reproved, becaule. it is uſed in the Idol- 


ce Temples. Add hereunto the Sin of Irre- 


e verence, which the very, Heathen, if they 


ce were wiſe, would take notice of: for it is 
© jrreyerent to fit in his preſence, whom 
Thou doſt highly honour, and regard. 
e How much more irreligious is this Ge- 
« ture, in the fight of the Living God, the 


Angel of Prayer yet flanding by, unleſs we 
< think fic to upbraid God, thac our Pray» 


< ers. have tired us? Where, in his men- 
tioning the Angel of Prayer to and by, he 
ſecms to allude to that Paſſage in St, Luke, 
chap. I. 11. where we read, t 


t the Angel 
Gabriel appeared to Zacbary the Prief a 


he was officiating in the Temple) ftandi 


on the Right fide of the Altar of Incenſe ; 
or elſe, to that Viſion of Saint Fahy, Rev, 
8. 3,4. Whercin he is Gid to have ſeen 
in Angel ſtanding at the Altar, having a 
golden Cenſer, to whom there was much In- 
cenſe given, that he ſhould offer it with the 
Prayers of all Saints. . 
Thirdly, as to the Geſture of Standing, 
there is more to be ſaid ſor it; for chere 
be clear Teftimonics of Aztiquity, that this 
Was 
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was the received Geſture at Divine Service 
for many Ages; efpecially,on the Lords Day, 
and ſome other Solemn Feafts then cele- 
brated. | 
But whereas ſome great Champions of 
the Non · Conformiſts have confidently affirm- 
ed, that there was no Nueeling at all, but 
Standing only uſed in the Church, from the 
year 150 to the year 1220. when the De- 
cree of P. Honorius firſt came forth; as it 
makes little for them, could it be proved, 
ſo will they be found alſo not a hitle miſta- 
ken in the Thing it ſelf, which they ſo con- 
fidently aſſert. Fick, if it could be made 
appear, it makes againſt all thoſe who fir at 
the Communion, or at any other part of the 
Publick Service. But ſecondly, upon bet- 
ter Examination, we. ſhall-find this Geſture 
of Standing not ſo generally uſed, as they 
would bear us in hand; whether we regard 
the parts of Divine Service, or the times and 
places in which it was performed. St. Ain 
I am ſure, who is one of their prime Wit- 
neſſes, durſt not be ſo confident, but mo» 
deftly tells us, ut autem ſtantes in illis die- 
bus, & omnibus Dominicis oremus, utrum ubi- 
que ſervetur, ignoro : That is, Whether 
« this Cuſtom of Standing | between 7 
4 w# cc I er 
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ce ſter and Whitſomide] and on every Lords 
cc Day, be every where obſerved, I cannot 
& tell. Epiſt. 119. c. 17. , 
I ſhall endeavour therefore to lay down 
the Truth in this particular, as near as I can, 
out of the beſt Au bor have met with; and 
then | ſhall ſhew' how this ancient Cuſtom 
of Standing at Divine Service doth by no 
means prejudice the practice of our Church 
at this day, which is, to kneel at the recei- 
ving of the Communion. My Propoſiti- 
ons ſhall be four. 


P RO P. I. The Primitive Church uſed x. 
Standing at Divine Service, on the Lords 
Day, and ſome others, eſpecially, between 
Eaſter and Whitſontide, which practice was 
afcerwards confirraed, and commanded by 
the firſt General Council held at Nire ; the 
Twentieth Canon whereof runs thus, LEA 
Tires ite UW Ty Kean yiro xabroyors, 2 
& aig Tis vnde ni,. vale ou d 
Te 80 4 g vue ar, ira ms 
Lots 75 ds Suri dv rds ivy d b 
086. That is, Becauſe there be ſome who 
© kneel on the Lords Day, and in the days 
ce between Eaſter and Vhitſontide, that all 
5 things; may. be. alike obſerved * 
3 411 
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te Dioceſs, it ſeemed good to the Holy Sy- 
« nod, that all ſhould make their Prayers 
te unto God ſtanding, Now, this Canon of 
the Nicene Fathers en joyned this Geſture 
univerſally, for Uniformity ſake; or revi- 


ved it, where it had been before laid down; 


but that it was long before obſerved, will 
appedr by the Teſtimony of Tertullian, De 


Cor. Mil. cap. 3. Die Dominico jejunium ne- 


fas ducimus, vel de geniculis adorare. Eudem 
immuni tate # die Paſche in Pentecoſten uſque 
gaudemus, that is, © We count it unla wful 
to faſt on the Lords Day, or to worſhip 


 *lnecling 5 we enjoy the fame freedom 


« from Eafter till Vhinſont ide. 
Notwithiſtanding, that Advocate of Non. 
conforiiſts is much miſtaken, who under- 


Randeth [ Statio] in Tertullian, of Publick 


Prayer; and ſuppoſeth, that the Lords 
Days were call'd, Dies Stationum, from the 
Poſture of Standing, theri uſed in Divine 
Sorvice 5 Whercas it is clear by feveral Paſo 
ſages in his Writings, that by [ Dies Statio- 
um] he means, Set and Solcinn Days of 
Faſting, wherein Divine Scruice was drawty 
Gut to an extraorditiary length, The Simi- 
lieude being taken from the Srationes Mili- 


tares, The ſtanding of Soldiers on the Watch, 
| | Or 
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or Guard when the Eneum was at hand, and 
ready to affauk them. The reaſon was, be- 
cauſe when they kept thoſe Stations, or 
Watches, they faſted all the while. Sz Statio 
de Militari exemplo nomen accipit (nam & 
militia Dei fumns) utique nulla letitia, five 
triſtitia obveniens caſtru, ſtationes militum 
reſcindit. Nam letitia libemi us triſtitia ſoli- 
cit ius adminiſtyabit diſciplinam. Tert. de 
Orat. cap. 14. that is, „If our Chriftiari 
« Stations [ or Faſts] take their name from 
ee the Army- Pattern (for we are Gods Mili- 
ce tia) ſure neither joyful, nor ſad Accidents 
ce which beſall the Camp, take the Soldiers 
< off from their conſtant Watches, for Mi- 
ee tary Diſcipline is obſerved more chear- 
« fully by the joyful, more carefully by the 
« (4d. A little before, he hath theſe words 
corcerfing the ſame Subject. Similiter de 
Stationum diebus, non putant plerique Sacri- 
ficiorum orationibus inter veniendum, qudd 
Statio ſolvends fit accepto corpore Domini. 
Ergo devotum Deo obſequinm Euchatiſtia re- 
ſolvit, an magis Deo — Nonne ſolen- 
niov erit Statio tua, fi & ad tram Dei ſtete- 
ru:?  aecepto corpore Domini, & reſerbato, 
uirnntque ſalvum eff, & participatio Sucri- 
fitii, &extoutio eit; that is, © Likewiſe 
28827 touching 
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cc touching our publick faſting Days [ or Sta- 
« tions] many think it not then fitting to 
ct commanicate in the Service of the Holy 
« Fuchariſt, becauſe their Faſt muſt end, 
& when they have taken the Lords Body. 
c But doth the Euchariſt diſſolve che Duty, 
& and Devotion, or the ſtronglier obliege us 
te to perform ĩt unto God? Will not thy 
« Fallfor Station} be the more Solemn, if 
et thou ſtand alſo at Gods Altar If thou 
& take the Lords Body, and reſerve it, both 
ti Duties are preſerved inviolate, as well the 
ce ing of the Sacrifice, as the perform 
ce ing of the Service? Alſo, De Cor. Mil. 
cap. 11. Jam, & Stationes, aut alii magis. ] 
faciet, quam Chriſto ? aut & die Dominico, 

quando nec Chriſto ? that is, © Will the 
& Chriftian-Souldicr : keep his Faſts and 
& Watches to any other, rather then to 
& Chriſt ? Or on the Lords Day, when none 
« are kept unto Chriſt ? For he had told us 
at the Third Chapter before, Die Dominico 
Jqunium nefas ducimus; On the Lords Day 
we judge it unlawful to faſt. Beſi des, in his 
Tradt de Jej unis, he mentions, Quart ſex- 
teque feriæ Stationes 3: that is, the Faſts or 
Statiom] of Vedneſday, and Friday, which 
are generally known to have been of ld ob. 
n | | crve 
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ſerved for Faſting-Days, throughout the 

Chriſtian Churches. | 
But however he be miſtaken in this Parti- 

cular, by a miſ- interpreting of [ Dies Stati- 
onum ] in Tertullian, for the Lords Days, yet , 
the Thing it ſelf, That Chriſtians ſtood at 
Prayers on thoſe days, is witneſſed by the 
concurrent Teſtimonies of Saint Cyprian, 
Jerome, Chryſoſtome, and Augnftine, for the 
Elder Times; by Venerable Bede, and his 
Schollar' Alcuinus, for the Middle Age; yea |, 
as low as : Anſelme, and Hugo de S. Vid. 
which laſt flouriſhed near the middle of the 
Twelfth Century. The ſame is witneſt alſo 
by three of the Councils; viz. by the Sixth 

Council of Carthage, held there by 2 17 Bi- 
ſhops. An. Dom. 419. Can. 20. By the great 
Council of EafternBiſhops aſſembled in Trubo, 
a large room ot the Emperors Palace fo called 
at Conſtantinople, Can. go. lt was held in the 
year 680. And laſtly, by a Council of Weſtern 
Biſhops, aſſembled at Turone, by the com- 
mand of Charles the Great · An. Dom. 813. 
Can. 37. I think it not material to ſet down 
all their werds. It will be ſufficient to tran- 
ſeribe the words of this laſt Council, and 
the laſt Door named, whereby it will ap- 
pear that this cuſtom continued very long, 
| Mo, C even 
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even in theſe Veſtern parts. The Thirty ſe- 
venth Canon of the Council of Turoxe begins 
thus : Scienduw eſt, quod exceptis diebus Do- 
minicis, & illis Feſtiuitatibus, quibus & uui- 
verſalis Eccleſia, ob recordationem Dominicæ 
Refurrection is, ſolet ſtando orare, &c. that is, 
ce You arc to know, that excepting the 
n Days, and thoſe Feſtivals on which 
& the [[niverſal Church, in memory of our 
Lords Reſurrection, is wont to pray ſtand- 
ce ing, cc. And Hugo de S. Vid. obſerves, 
that the People flood at Prayer, untill the 
Colle&,Dowixe Deus Pater, qui nos ad princi- 
pium gcc. that is, O Lord, our HeavenlyF ather, 
which haſt ſafely brought us to the Beginning 
of this Day c. Which is he 1 Collect, at 
Morxing Prayer, in our Eugliſh Liturgy, at 
the wy "aw Between Which — the 
Second, or Communion -Service, the People 
went forth of the Church, as he there tells 
us, His finitis, omnes exeunt ; that is, Theſe 
Prayers being ended, all depart. Now, of 
thele Prayers at the firſt Service, he further 
ith, Et bec omuia in Dominicas, & ceteris 
feſtiuis diebus ſtanda dicuntur, propter. memo - 
riam Dominicæ Reſurredionis, cum quo om- 
nes Sancti ſpe conſurrexerunt; that is, All 
« theſe Prayers are (aid ſtanding, 170 ws 
© Lords 
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6c] Lords Days, and ſome other Feſtivals, in 
cc memory of our Lords Reſurrection, with 
hom all the Saints are riſen in hope. 
When, and upon what Reaſons, | this 

Geſture came afterwards to be left off in 
theſe Weſtern Parts, I cannot as yet learn, 
Whether it were changed into kareliag, as 
the more humble and reverend Geſture ; — 
that kneeling was taken up in © 

the Greek Church (wherewlth this of hs 
Weſt was then at variance) which uſed 
ſtanding in Divine Service; and yet ofeth it - 
or, becauſe the Greun — Motive thereof 
ceaſing in time (vis. T of our 
Saviour — cot I 15 and be- 


coming eve eſs preſſing, as the World 
pra, bord en an bog in to the Faith of 


Chriſt, the Gefture of ftanding, whitch de- 


pendeth thereon, vaniſhed by Deprees, and 
was alter d into that of kneeling 3 I can; 
not deterfitne ; but ſhall leave it unto thoſe 
who have read more and can judge 
better. 

I (hall add only three Teflimonics, which 


the Alter to ape A the 5 
— in favour r Non-Confo 
Tee examine briefly what 1 
dere he nch of chem. Me rn n 
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ſeats, that we may kneel to Prayers, but ne- 


out of 7 aſtine Martyry in the place forecited 
at the latter end of his ſecond Apology 


where, deſcribing the manner and method 


of Divine Service at the publick Aſſemblies, 


he tells us, that after the Sermon was ended, 
Exer Kvirdudle roy ves, Cc. The peo- 
ple. roſe up altogether, and ſent up their Pray. 


ers:unto God, which when they were finiſht, 


Bread and Wine (with water) were brought, 
or offer d. | Then the' Biſhop in like manner 
ſendeth' up Prayers, and Thankggivings , 
en Ayes du rd, with bis utmoſt devotion, 
the People joyfully atteſting their conſent, by 
ſaying, Amen, Then diſtribution is made to 
every one of the Elements ſo conſecrated, or 
bleſt ce. In which words, ſay they, there is 

not the leaſt mention of any alteration of 
the peoples Geſture to kneeling, after they 
once roſe up, upon the ending of the Sermon. 
To which lanſwee : Firſt, This is but a Ne- 
gati ve Argument, and proves nothing, No 
change of Geſture is here mention'd, there- 
fore none there was. Secondly, as there is 
no mention of changing their Geſture into 
kxeeling,lo (much lee of any change there. 

of into ſitting; which is now ſo eagerly con- 
tended for 3. for we uſe to riſe from our 
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ver to fit at them. Thirdly, I ſhall prove 
anon by ſufficient Witneſſes, that the People 
fell down;zor kneeled at ſome part of the 
CommuniowService, and uſed a Geſture of 
Adoration, in the Ad of Receiving. . 

The ſecond Teſtimony, is that of Dionyfi- 
us Alex, in Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib, 5. cap. 9. 
Where writing to Xif#us Biſhop of Rome, 
concerning one who defired Rebaptization, 
becauſe he had been formerly baptized by 
the Heretick in a wrong Form, with a 
Baptiſme, as he ſaid, full of Impiety, and 
Blaſphemy ; He tells Xiſtus, that he durft 
not Rebaptize him, althoagh troubled in 
mind about it,becauſe the Per ſon ſo baptized 

by Hereticks had often communicated, heard 
the Eucbariſtical Service in the Church, and 
ſaid Amen, with the Reſt, 77 Tperity Taff. 
dra, that is, Standing at the Holy Table, 
and that he had reached forth his Hand to 

artake of the Holy Food, To which l an- 
wer, Firſt, That che word | Teeaggdyre | 
may well be rendred by 1 fiſtere 4 vel 
adeſſe, and ſo fignific rather his preſence at 


the holy Table, then his manner of Geſture. 
Ruffinus therefore rendreth it thus , ne 
tamdiu in Sacramentis nobiſcum particeps fu- 
erit; That be bad been ſo long time Partaker 
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with us in the Sacraments. And again, Neque 
andet ultra ad menſam Dominicam accedere; 
Neither dares he any more approach umto the 
Lords Table. Secondly , the Pariy might 
well ſtand near the Lords Table, at fome 
part of the Prayers, and yet change his Ge- 
fture.in the Act of Receiving : Which that 
it was the Cuſtom, I ſhall ſhew anon. 

The third Teftimony is that of Theodoret, 
Fecleſs Hiſt. I. 5. c. 17. Where he brings in 
Saint Ambroſe thus ſpeaking to the Empe- 
rour Theodofius, or rather, thus admoniſhing 
him by-his Deacon, when he was entring in- 
to the Chancel, to receive the Communion, 
which was allowed to the Clergy only, Fi, 
& fa cum alin laicis, mls ders xeiydbper Tits 
| $dovas, Go forth and ſtand with the reſt of the 
L ity. But this proves not, the Laity ſtood, 
when they adually received, but that they 
ꝓaited ſor it in that poſture. | 


PROP. II. The Prieft, ar Miniſter, 
who officiated at the Lords Table, ſtood at 
ſome Parts of that Service. Which is ap- 
pointed alſo by the Rubrick in our Commu- 
nion Service to the Prieſt that conſecrates, 
agreeably to this ancient Praiſe. Thoſe 
ancient Conſtitutions, which go under the 

name 
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name of Clemens, lib. 3, ca. 12. thus in- 
form us, O dpy pers Anjurecty i d h- 
s, & 54s vtos M Quaracnely iwtduwr® 3 
that is, The Baſhop cloatbed in a white ſhine- 
ing veſtmem, and jtanding at the Altar E 
ing. Saint Auguſtine alſo tells us the lame, 
Quis audivit aliquando Fidelium ſtantem Sa- 
cer dotem ad Altare, dicere in precibus, offers 
tibi ſacrificium, Petre, vel Paule ? that is, 
ec Which of the Faithful ever heard the 
© Prieſt ſtanding at the Altar, to ſay in his 
te Prayers, I offer ſacrifice to thee, O Peter, 
&© or to thee, O Paul ? St. Chryſoſtome wit 
neſſeth the ſame for the Eaſtern Churches, 
when he makes this complaint, which we 
read, ad Epbeſ. Hom.3. E3xJ Tepirizene mf 
gunecuplp. Obige 6 u or, that is, We 
fland in vain at the Altar. There is none 10 
commmnicate. 


PROP. I. It appearsnotwithſiand- 
ing by ſcecral good Ambort, and by many 
of the (ame Finefſes which are produced 
for tending, that when Divine Service was 
c.t.tlebrated on other Days (beſides the Lords 

| Da — — bio Eaſter, and 

ont: eP cles ; yeay even 
on the Lords Day, wh part of the Pray- 


4 ers 5 


— 
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* 


ers; and more particularly, at ſome part of 
the Communion- Service; the Miniſter alſo, 
who officiated at the Lords Table, joyning 
with them in the ſame Geſture. 

Origen. Hom. 5. in Num. Qubd genua 
fletimus orantes, & qudd ex omnibus cœli 


'plagis ad ſolam Orientis partem converſi 


Orationem fundimus, non facile cuiquam, puto, 
ratione compertum. Sed & Enchariſtie, five 
percipiende, ſive eo ritu quo geritur explican- 
de, quis facile explicet rationem ? Et tamen 
omnia bec operta,& velata portamus ſuper hu- 
meros noſtros, cum ita implemus ea. & exequi- 
mur, ut 2 magno Pontifice, atque ejus filiis tra- 


dita, & commendata ſuſcepimus. that is, 
cc That we kneel, when we pray, and prayͤxa 
&© ing turn to the Eaſt alone, amongſt all the 
ce Coafts of Heaven; it will not be eaſie for | 


© any one think, to aſſigne a certain reaſon. 
& So alſo for the Cercmonics, wherewith 
«the Euchariſt js celebrated, or received, 
© who can render a ready Reaſon ? Yet all 
ce theſe we carry covered, and wrapt up up- 
© on our ſhoulders (alluding to the Levites, 
* who ſo carried the Parts, and Utenſils of 
© the Tabernacle) when we ſo execute and 
6 m them, as we have received them 
* deliyered, and commended unto us; * 

: « the 


— 


OE 
- — 
* * 


according to the Letter, whereby we hum» 
„ wbly worſhip God upon our bended knees; 
e and faſtning them to the earth, the eaſilier 


eme read, that Paul fo prayed on the Shorez 


jo II 


— 


* — 
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te the great High Prieft, and his Children, 
that is, by Chr iſt and his Apoſtles, 

Saint Jerome expounding thoſe words of 
the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 3. 14. Flecto Genua; I bow 
my knees, &c. hath theſe words, Hec autem 
ſpiritualiter exponentes, non ſtatim juxta li- 
teram orandi conſuetudinem tollimus, qua De- 
um genu poſito ſuppliciter addramus, &, fixa 
in terram poplite, magis quod ab eo poſcimus, 
impetramus. Legimus enim & Paulum in 
littore fic oraſſe, & geniculationes in Oratioue 
preceptas. That is, When we expound 
te thele words in a Spiritual Senſe, we do not 
ee preſently take away the cuſtom of praying 


— 


& obtaine that which we beg of him; for- 


Sand that kneeling is commanded in 
& Prayer, | 

Saint Aug. de Cura pro mortuis, cap. 5 
Orantes de membris ſui corporis faciunt, quod 
Supplicantibus congruit, cum Genua figunt,' 
cum extendunt manus, vel etiam proſternun- 
tur Salo, & fiquit alind viſibiliter faciunt 
quamvis eorum inviſibilis voluntas, & cordis* 
intentio Deo nota fit ; nec ille indigeat bis 


* 


* * * N 
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indiciis, ut humans ei pandatur animns ; ſed 
bis megis ſeipſum excitat homo ad orandum, 
g que humilius, atque fervemiis. Et, 
weſcio qnomodo, cum hi motus corporis eri, 
niſi mote auimi precedente non poſſint, ei ſdem- 
que rurſus exteriùs viſibiliter fatiis, ille inte- 
rior inniſibilis, qui eos fecit, angetur; ac per 
bec curdis affectus, qui, ut fierent iſta, præceſſit, 
quis ſadla ſunt, creſcit : that is, © Thoſe 
« who pray, order the Members of their 
ct Body, as becometh Suppliants, when 
= they bow their Knees, or ſtretch forth 
© their hands, or lie proſtrate on the ground, 
© or what other Geſture they uſe vifibly, 
< although their wilt and intention of Heart, 
s which are ir wiſible, be known to God fo 
= that he needs not theſe outward Signes, 


* whereby the mind of man ſhould be diſ- 
n covered unto him. Yet by fuck Geſtures, 


* a man quickens and ſtirs up himſelf, to ut- 
© ter his Prayers, and Sighs the more hum- 
< dly and ſer vently. And, I know not how, 
a though theſe Geſtures of the Body de- 
A upon ſome precedent motion of the 
* Mind,yet that inward and invifible motion 
© js increaſcd and ſtrengthned by theſe out- 
* ward vifible Geftures ; and that affection 
& of the heart, which preceded them, is there- 
* hy augmented. Ceſarius 


” 
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Cæſarius Biſhop of Arles, who flouriſh- 
ed in the latter end of the Fifth Century, 
hath theſe words. Hom. 12, Qui vult Miſ- 
fas ad integrum cum lucro anime ſue celebra- 
re, uſque qus Oratio Dominica dicatur, & 
Benedictio populo detur, bumiliato corpore, & 
companiio corde, ſe debet in Eccleſia cont inere. 
That is, He — | N * whole 
% Liturgy to the gaine of the Soul, ought 
ce to abide in the Church, until the 1225 
Prayer be ſaid, and the Bleſſing be given 
*ro the People, with an humbled Body, 
(viz. kneeling) and a contrite. heart. The 
fame Father entitles his Thirty fourth Ho- 

. mily, De genibus fleGendis in Oratione; Of 
eling in Prayer, wherein he thus admo- 
niſheth the People. Rogo vos, & admoneoy 
fratres chariſſime, ut quotieſcunque juxta Al- 
turium 2 Clericis oratur, att oratio Di acono 
clamante indicitur, non ſolum corda, ſed exi- 
am: corpora fideliter inclinetis. Nam dum fra- 
quent er, ſicut oportet, & diligeuter attendo,, 
Diacono clamante, FleGamus Genua; Maxi- 
mam partem papuli, velut Columnas, ereclos 
ſtare conſpicio 5 that is, I intreat, and ad- 
© mgniſh you, my dear Brethren, that. as 
ce often as the Clergy pray at the Altan, or- 
Prayer is en joyned you by che voice 0 
te the 
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te the Deacon, you would loyally bow as 
& well your Bodies as your Hearts. For 
6e Whillt 1 oſt, and diligently (as. behooves 
ce me) obſerve you, whilft the Deacon cries 
& aloud, Let us bend our knees, I ſee the 
ee greateſt part of the people, to ſtand as 
i fff as the Pillars in the Church. Where- 
by it appears, that this Exhortation of the 
Deacon, and conſequently the Geſture of 
Kneeling at (ome part of the Publick Prayers, 
was very anciently uſed, fince it is mentio- 
ned by him as a Thing uſcd of old, not new- 
ly introduced at that time into the Church, | 
Again he ſaith 3 I would faine know of 
© Them that will not kneel, nor bow down 
& their Heads, if they ſhould fue for any 
& needful Thing to the Judge, or any other 
© Perſon in Power, whether they would 
ce ſupplicare ſtanding , and holding their 
- © Heads in an vpright poſture ? Laſtly, he 
preſſeth us with the example of our Savi- 
our. Orat proſtratus in terra Medicus, &. 
non inclinatur egrotus ? Orat, qui judicatu- 
rus; Et orare diſimulat judicandus ? That 
ie, The great Phyfician prayes lying pro- 
ſtrate on the Earth, and ſhall the diſeaſed Y} 
dinner diſdain to bow ? He thus prayes, 
bo is to judge us; and ſhall he, that is 
cc to 
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te to be judged, make flight of it? No man, 
faith he, Can drink of an earthly Spring, un- 
leſs be ſtoo or bow down; ſo no man can drink, 
of Chrif/t, the living Fountain, and the River 
of the Holy Ghoſt, unleſs be bow down in all 
bumility. 

5. Alcuinus, who flouriſhed in thelat- 
ter end of the eighth Cextury, in his Book 
de Divinis Officizs, cap. 18. tells us, Ponti- 
fex veniens ante Altare, ſive (ut in alio Ordi- 
ne legitur) trauſiens in dextram partem Ec- 
cleſiæ, infra thronum, dicit, Oremus. Et Di- 

aconus, flectamus Genua: That is, The 
ce Biſhop coming before the Altar, or (as an- 
ce other Rubrick hath it) paſſing to the righs 
ce ſide of the Church, below his Stall, faith, 
ce Let us pray ; then the Deacon crics, Let 
* us kneel. A little before he ſaith, Pro peri 
culis bujus vite, & pro Hereticis, & per om- 
nes alias Orationes genua flectimus, ut per 
— habit um Corporis — bumilitatem Ji | 
tendamus; Excepto, quando pro perfidis Fu- 
deis oramus ; na * We kneel, when we 
ce pray againſt the Perils of this life, when 
ce we pray for Hereticks, and throughout all 
e the. rett of our Prayers, that ſo by this 
© Geſture of Body, we may wait on the hu- 
when 
& we 


© mility of one mind; except only, 
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te we pray for the unbelleving Jews. The 
reaſon whereof he ſub joyns; Becauſe they 
bowed the kuee mockingly to our Saviour, thus 
doing 4 good work, amiſs. The Chriſtians 
therefore avoided kneeling, when they pray- 
ed for them, to demonſtrate their hatred 
againſt diſſembled Services. F 
6. Anſelme (or Hervews ) on Epbeſ. 
14. commenting on the ſame words with 
* & Jerome, ſaith, Per flexionem Genuum in- 
telligimus humilitatem Supplicantis; nam ad 
bos ſolent in Oratione flecti Genua, ut bumtili= 
ras interior dendtetur, & bumiliori ſupplica- 


tions affectus Orationis commende tur, that 


is, < By the bending of the knees, we un- 
* derſtand the humility of the Suppliant, 
« for we therefore uſe to bow our in 
et Prayer, that we may ſigniſie our inward 
Humility, and recommend the Devotion 
« of the Prayer, by the humble Geſture of 
the Suppliant. 434 | 

7. Hugo de Sto. Vid: de Off. Kecleſ, lib, 
2. cap. 2. ln the place forecited ; When he 


had told us of the poſture of Standing at 


Prayers on certain days, he immediately 
ſub joyns, In alia autom diebiis, Ge nua in 
terram fixa tenenmis, dum dicuntur Preces que 


tur 


de mur Propter levi a peccata Et dum dici- | 
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tur penitentialis Pſalmus, Miſerere mei Deus, 

us propter gravig peccata frequemtatur, 
— 1. But on other days, 4 — down 
&« upon the ground, whilit thoſe Prayers art 
ce uttered, which are made for our lighter 
« Sins; Alſo, whilſt the Penitential Pfalm, 
« Miſerere mei Dems, (viz. the 51.) is re- 
te peated for our more gricvous Tranſgreſ- 


& fjons, | 
by the 


The Council of Turone, held 
Weſtern Biſhops, under Charles the Great, 
and Leo the Third, not only mentions,” bun 
commands the fame Gefture of kneeling; 
in the forecited Canon 37. Sciendum off, quad 
exceptis diebus Dominicis— Pixis in terrans 
Genibus, ſuppliciter Dei clementiam nobis pro- 
futuram, uoſtrorumque criminum i 
am, depoſcendum eſt. Cujus rei in Evangelio 
ipſe Dominus nobis dedit exemplum. Sed & 
Stephanum Martyrem, & Apoftolum Paulum 
eadem feciſſe, liber Adorum A 


teſtis oft, es quibus intelligi datur, oportere 


Cbriſtiauum bumiliter ad terram ni, no 


feriò illi dicatur, Quid 4 terra e ci- 


nis ? thatis, © You are to that except- 
ing the Lords Days We muſt humbly 
eon our bended knees imaplore the mercy 


' *of God, to be helpful to us, and crave 
| © the 
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« the pardon. of our Sins; whereof the 
& Lord himſelf, in the Goſpel, hath given 
ee us an example. The like doth the Book 
c of the Acts of the Apoſtles witneſs of Ste- 
te »ben the Martyr, and Paul the Apoſlle; 
PT by which ye may underſtand, that a 
et Chriftian ought to proſtrate himſelf hum- 
& bly to the Earth, leaſt it be ſaid unto him, 
ce Why art Thou ſo proud, O duſt, and 
© aſhes. | | 
Vea, long before moſt of theſe Teſtimo- 
nies, we have the practice of the Chriſtian 
Soldiers under Marcus Antoninus, to com- 
mend this Geſture unto us; and that, con- 
firmed by an eminent Miracle. Thus Juſtin 
.Maryyr,at the end of his ſecond Apology, re- 
lates the Story, out of the Epiſtle of the 


: — to the Romane Senate: That hel 
Wi 


his Army, being exceedingly diſtreſt for 
want of water, in the borders of Germany; 
the Enemy alſo being near, and ready in far 
greater Multitudes to affault them; the 
Chriſtian Soldiers, who were in his Army, 
being called forth by him, i. varrec daurꝭt 
„ Y ide. caſting themſelves 
down upon the Ground, prayed for the Empe- 
ron and his Army, that God would relieve, 


and comfort them in their diſtreſs, as having 


now 
\ 
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now wanted water for the ſpace cf - five 
days; d I my Tomes pleas ind r 30, 
dards, 8 LN dt bis & ye öder, 
As ſoon, ſaith the Emperor, as they caſt them- 
ſelves on the Ground, and prayed unto the God 
whom I knew not, immediately water came 
down from Heaven, very cool, and refreſhing 
on the Romans, but upon their Adverſaries, 
baile accompanied with fire, x . 
AXAG x, who Tequolay did os iu Y- 
my TapguTira, us d TipRaiiſe V da- 
Jaxuſu, that is, Tea we immediately felt the 
prejence of God, upon their Prayer, as of an 
invincible, and immortal Deity. So highly 


did God approve,and reward the. Prayer of 


theſe Chriftian-Souldiers which was attend- 
ed by this humble Geſture. 


But the moſt principal Teftimony of all 
(which therefore I have reſerved 1aft) is that 
of St. Chryſoſtom, in 2. Ep. ad Cor. Hom. 18. 
in Morali, pag. 475 Bdit. Savil. Where, 
relating the particulars 

Service, he thus ſpeaketh; x} wv Teis EVxA 
N m + aady ide ms dr ourerogphgpyra. 
5 W Vale Tov Ertpyuuiroy, Y Vat wy Gs 
wmyoit, vor oj Targ Tv lige, Y Tag du- 


. Tay Yer a Evyal, Ane wiay A 
ein Evyiy,; Eo iv 


Tiy Ni y inna. dN 
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of the Communion , 
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anodes Lefwwr vd inpay TeauCiaor. Fi; c 
Aurapiric Tis lee homo yur MU, I- 
enr du, yewiout EN, E inc sieg i 
i dens ue Ja, V vdrreg del, dvicduelar 
That is, One may ſce, how the People 
ec heareth no (mall part in the publick Pray- 


« erg. For Prayers are made both by Prieſt, 


« and People, for the Poſſeſſed and the Peni- 
ce rentzzall uttering one, and the ſame Prayer, 
ce Prayer. full of compaſſion. Then, when 
ec we have excluded thoſe from the ſacred 


Rails, who are not in a capacity to pa- 


© take of the holy Table, another Prayer uſeth 
© to be made, whereat we caſt our ſelves 


* down on the Ground alltogether, and 


ce tiſe up alltogether: Which practice of the 
Greek, Church, thus recorded by St. . Chry- 


ſoſtom, well agrees with what I before al- 


ledged, touching the Latine Church, ont of 


Cæſarius and Alcuinus, who both witneſs, 
that the People were admoniſhed to keel, 


when the Biſhop, or Prieſt adminiſtred at the 
Altar. 


PROP, IV. What ever Geſture was 


.uſed at the Publick Prayers (which was vari- 


ed. as we find by the Precedent Teftimonies ) 
yet this is ſufficiently clear, that the Com- 
EE | municants 


| 
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municants always uſed a Geſture of Adora- 

tion at the Receiving of the Sacrament; 

thereby teſtifying that religious Honour, and 

Divine Worſhip, which they owed, and ac- 

knowledged due unto God the Father, who 

gave; and to his Bleſſed Son our Lord Feſus 

» | Chriſt, whois therein given unto us, with 

all his Merits,and Graces, and the Benefits 

of his Paſſion; Which hope, will be judg- 

| ed to come home unto our purpoſe, | 
- ſerve to juſtiſie both the Practice and Pre- - 

cept of our Church, in ufing and cnjoyning 

the Geſtare of kneeliug, whereby we now 

uſually expreſs the Act of Adoration. 

I That ancient Anthor of the Book, De 

Cardinalibus Chriſti operibus, among St. 

Cyprians works (who ever he were, he 

was an Orthodox Doctor, and contemporary, 

as well with St. Cyprian, as with Cornelius 

Biſhop of Rome, to whom he dedicates his 

work) in his Tra&, De Cana Domini, hath 

theſe words: Pauperes ſpiritu ad hoc myſte= x. 

rium eligit, & diligit Spiritus Saudi, & 

eorum, qui pompat ict, & gloriosè ſacris ſe Al- 

taribus ingeruut, obſequia deteſtatur; that is, 

© The Holy Ghoſt loveth , and chooſeth 

te ſuch to be Partakers of this Sacrament, 

© as are poor in Spirit; and abhorreth the 

D 2 Services 
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ce Services of thoſe, who pompouſly, and 
ce proudly preſs unto the holy Altars. And 
after ſpeaking of the Communicant, he de- 
ſcribes him thus. Inter Sacra Myſteria, ad 
gratiarum ac iones convertitur, & inclinats 
capite, munditia cordis adept d, ſe intelligens 
conſummatum, reſtituens Peccator ſanifica= 
tam Deo animam, quaſi Depoſitum cuſtoditum 
fideliter, reddit, & deinceps cum Paulo glo- 
riatur, & letatur, dicens, Vivo jam non ego, 
vivit verd in me Cbriſtus. That is, While 
ce the Sacrament is adminiftring, the Com- 
ce municant applies himſelf to Thankſgiving, 
te and having bowcd his head, and conceiv- 
ce ing himnſelf to be now perfect, upon the 
cc cleanfing of his heart, the reconciled Sin- 
. © ner entirely commits his ſanctifed Soul, 
ce as a Depoſitum, into the hands of God; - 
*and thence forward glorieth, and re joy- 
ce ceth with Paul, ſaying, It is not I that 
& live now, but Chriſt liveth in me. Now 
this Bowing of the Head, here mentioned, 
was a Gefture of Adoration, at the receiv- 
ing of the Sacrament ; and that proud man- 
ner of approaching, or preſſing unto the 
Holy Table (or Altar; as the phraſe of old 
was) which he ſo much condemns, ſeems 
too applicable unto Thoſe, who make _ 

o 
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of Sitting at the receiving of the Sacrament, 
upon preſumption of their Coheirſhip with 
Chriſt, | 
Cyril Patriarch of Feruſalem,Orat,Myſtag. 
5a. thus inſtructeth the Communicant, how 
he ſhould approach to the holy Table, at 
the receiving of the Sacrament ; Tlegnev , 
wi Temulyus mis year wgprois f , 
und Muenuirus mis Sarma, ANA Thy 
leiste Ipbovey mothens Th MEN ws NAH 
Camnia vanNyegat, N xonndvas Thy ad- 
un, Fix 73 05 we Ty Xeics iN %% 70 A- 
un- Elm weooipys 1%) md worielo on Au 
70. wii araTityoy Tis vga, AMAA xiTTOY, 
2 rere Weg atuviinuas Y npacuar@ xiyoy To 
Aua; That is, © When thou approacheſt 
ce [the Hol 2 come not with thy 
ce hands rudely ſtretcht forth, nor with thy 
« fingers parted wide aſunder; but ſupport- 
< ing thy right hand with thy left, as being 
ce to receive the King | of Heaven] and hol- 
* lowing the Palms thereof, ſo receive the 
© Body of Chrifl, ſaying withall, Amen-- 
« Then approach to receive the Cup of 
ce [Chrifts] Blood, not rudely ſtretching 
& torth thy hands, but bowing thy ſelf, and 
ce ſaying, Amen, after the manner of Divine 
« Worſhip, and Adoration, Where theſe 
D 3 three 
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three Things are obſervable. Firſt, That 
the manner of partaking the Sacramental 
Bread, and Vine, had a peculiar Reverence 
annext to it, expreſt by a particular Poſture 
of the Hands, and whole Body; to contra- 
diſtinguiſh it to our own ordinary Re epaſt at 
meales. Secondly, That the Commum ic amt 
in the Act of Partaking, bowed himſelf af- 
ter the manner of Adoration, to expreſs his 
inward Devotion unto God. Thirdly, That 
at the ſame time, he ſaid, Amen; thus teſti- 
fying his Aſſent to that Short Prayer, where- 
with the Sacrament was delivered, and 
thereby ſhewing that he joyned with the Mi- 
niſterin it. And ſure kxeeling, which is a 

Geſture of Worſhip, well ſuĩts with Prayer, 
which is a part of Vor ſpip. 
Ambr. de Sp». Sto. lib, 3. cap. 12. Qua 
ratione ad Incarnationis Dominicæ ſacramen- 
tum ſpectare videatur, quod ait Propheta, A- 
dorate Scabellum pedum ejus, conſideremus, 
Legimus exim alibi, Calum mihi Thronus, 
Terra autem Scabellum pedum meorum. Sed | 
nec terra adoranda nobis eft, quia Creatura 
eſt Dei. Videamus tamen, ne Terram illam 
dicat adorandam Propheta, quam Dom inus 
Jeſus in Caruis aſſumptione ſuſcepit. Itaque 
per Scabellum, Terra intelligitur ; per Ter- 
ram 
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r am autem, Caro Chriſti, quam hodie: guoque 
in myſteriis. adoramus, & quam Apojtali i 
Domino Feſu adorarunt. Neque enim diviſus 
Chriſtus, ſed unus, Neque cum adoraretur tan= 
quam Dei filius, natus ex Virgine negabutur, 
That is, Let us confider, how that of the 
« Prophet,worſhip his Footſtool, may ſeem 
cc to belong unto the Myſtery of our Lords 
& Incarnation. For we read elſewhere, Hea- 
4e yen is my Throne, and Earth is my Foot- 
te ftool, But neither is the Earth to be wor- 
ce ſhipped by us, as being the Creature of 
“ God. Let us ſee nevertheleſs, whether 
« the Prophet doth not ſay, That Earth is 
ce to be worſhipt, which. the Lord Jeſus a- 
ec ſumed in his Incarnation. By the Foot- 
ce ſtool therefore, is the Earth to be under- 
*ftood ; and by the Earth, the Body of 
ce Chriſt, which to this = we alſo wor- 
ce ſhip in the dac rament, and which the A- 
ee poftles worſhipt in the Lord ſeſus. For 
« Chriſt is not divided, but one, and the 
c ſame. Neither when he was worſhipped, 
as the Son of God, was he denied to be 
ce the Son of the Virgin. * | 


Auguſtine commeniing on the ſame words' 
of the Pſalm (the 98 wich him) viz, Pſal. 


99. 5. hath theſe words, Quæro, quid fit 
D 4 2 Seabellum 
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„ Scabellam Pedum ejus; & dicit mibi Scri- 


ptura, Terra Scabellum Pedum meorum. Flu- 
duans converto me ad Chriſtum, quia ipſum 
hc quero, & invenio quomodo (ine impietate 
adoretur Terra, fine impietate adoretur Sca- 
bellam Pedum ejus: Suſcepit enim de Terra 
Terram, quia Caro de Terra eſt, & de Carne 
Marie carnem accepit. Et quia in ipſa Carne 


bit ambulavit, & ipᷣſam Car nem nobis man- 


ducandam ad ſalutem dedit. Nemo autem Car- 
nem illam manducat, niſi prius adoraverit. Iu- 


ventum eſt quemad modum adoretur tale Sca- 


bellum pedum Domini, & non ſolum non pec- 
cemus adorando, ſed peccemus non adorando. 


That is, «© Lenquire, what is meant by his 


e Foot-ftool, and the Scripture tells me, 
ce the Earth is my Foot-ftoole. In the midſt 
© of my waverings, I turn me unto. Chrift, 
ce for him I ſeek here; ſo 1 find, how the 


ce Earth his Foot-ftool may be worſhipt . 


ce without Impiety 3 Becauſe he took Earth 
© of the Earth, for Fleſh is of the Earth, 
cc and he took Fleſh of the Fleſh'of Marie, 
& And becauſe he converſed here'in the 
ce Fleſh, and gave us his very fleſh to eat un- 
ce to Salvation. Now there is none who 
© cateth that fleſh, but firſt worſkippeth, or 
ce adoreth, We have found then how this 

; de Foot- 
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(41) 
ce Footſtool of the Lord may be adored, ſo 
te that we (ball not only not ſin in adoring, 
& but fin by not adoring, 

Theodiret in his ſecond Dialogue, which 
he calls Awyxvns, brings in Eraniftes an 
Emychian, and Orthodoxus a Sound Believ- 
er, diſcourſing together concerning our Sa- 
viours Incarnation. Among other Paſſages 
of that Dialogue, he puts theſe words in 


the mouth of Orthodoxus, which, as they 


make againſt the Doctrine of Tranſubſtauti- 
ation, ſo they are expreſs for a Geſture of 
Adoration, at the receiving of the Sacra- 
ment. The words are theſe, 0vl8 3 wr 
J A,,j́ u Th wwring ovubene Tis onulas 
iu n hs, wires 3B om* Tis Temes 
belag, oxnNuaT, x; te Lids, Y begrh 
Nr, x And 3% F Teng) iv, vim 8 
Ine ien, x rigid, Y TReaKuro mu, Ws 
ixoiva y omg user. That is, © The 
cc Sacramental Elements | viz. Bread, and 
« ine] after Conſecration, depart not 
cr from their proper Nature; for they con- 
« tinue in their former Effence, Shape, and 


Form; and are viſible, and tangible, as 


ce they were before ; but they are conſidered 
e Cor regarded | for ſuch as they are made, 


and believed, and arc adored as thoſe ve- 


ce very 
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& very things which they are believed to 
be. Which laſt words, though they can- 
not juſtly be extended to juſtiſie that Ado- 
ration which the Church of Rome gives unto 
the Hoſt, (as being grounded on the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtautiation, which is here expreſly 
denied) ſo they muſt needs import thus 
much, that the conſecrated Elements were 
received with an Adoradive Geſture. 

Foan: Climacus, who lived towards the 
latter end of the Sixth Century, relates a 
Story of one, who (it ſeems) being Poſſeſ- 


- ſed, and brought to the Communion, uttered 


there ſome blaſphemous words : wherenp- 


on he ſaith afterwards; If thoſe foul, and im- 


pious words be efteemed as mine, Mi m 72 
SI pov *epgrter NEawer © mreexvys, What is 
the Reaſon that I adore, wheal receive the 
beaventy Gift (meaning Chriſt in the Sacra- 
ment) can Lat the ſame time both bleſs, and 
blaſpheme ? Thus he, lib. 30. Graduum per- 
fed, p. 298. 

Hlicherto alſo may we refer that Story 
which Greg. Nax. tells us of his Siſter Gor- 
gonia, in his Oration on her, viz. That be- 
ing ſick, ſhe carried with her ſome of the 
conſecrated Myſteries | or Sacramental Ele- 
ments] which the had reſerved, and then 

we 


r 
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the ſtilneſs of the night, when her Diſeaſe 


gave her a little Reſpite, my Svnacrely 
mperninTiu, She kneeled, or fell down before 
the Altar, and with a loud voice called on 
him whom ſhe worſhipped ; and in conclu- 
fion ſhe-was made whole. Sure, ſhe did now 
in her Sickneſs, what ſhe, and others did in 
their Health, when they come to the Lords 
Table, that is, Fall down,and kneel. And 
Peter Martyr, contr. Gaudmerum, Objed. 38. 
expounding theſe words of Nazianzene, 
which were miſapplied by the Romaniſis, to 
juſtifie their Adoration of the Hoaſt, yet 
conſeſſeih, Super altare coli quidem Cbri- 
ſtum, ſed coli in Symbolo, ſicut in Symbolo ſig- 
nificatur. © That Chriſt is worſhipped 
© upon the Altar, but worſhipped in the 
« Signe, as he is repreſented in the Signe. 
Which is all that we intend, or deſire. The 
ſame is confirmed by another Story, which 


Soromen tells us of a certain woman, a Ma- 


cedoni an Hereticx; who coming to the Sa- 


crament only to pleaſe her husband (who 


had threatned to put her away in caſe ſhe 
conformed not to the Catholic) took the 
Bread from the Biſhops hand ( the Biſhop 
was St. Chryſoftome) im iditaro ngrh- 
xm, gs ivEoutry ., and holding what 


ſhe 


(44) 


—̃ — 


— 


ſhe bad received, h owed down or proſtrated 
ber ſelf, as to prayer; But whilſt he was in 
that poſture, ſhe conveyed the Bread away; 


her maid thereby privily ſtealing a piece of 


common Bread into her pocket. Sogom. 
E ccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 8. cap. 5. 

But there is none ſpeaks more home and 
clear for this Geſture of Adoration, at the 
receiving of the Sacrament, then St, Chry- 
ſoſtome, two paſſages of whom I ſhall ſet 


down. The Firſt in his Twenty fourth Ho- 


mily, on the 1. Epiſt. to the Cor. in Mor. 
Where ſpeaking of the Wiſe men from the 
Eaſt, who adored our Saviour in his In- 
fancy, he adds theſe words. Tür. 74 vue 
x) 677} rene xhitevoy b nr Mdgor, oh 
$aJdryres wink pics N Tebuu mraZ gen- 
Yyouy., Mipyonuele mivy x Tis Bapfdprs 
nuss d. TOy vegan WorhtTa. Tü di un oy 
gdTvy beds, dan” oy Qumecyels, 's uraine - 
ri xv, AAN Tigha rngtro 74. Alara ανj 
Thvuy daνα e & peitouty, Y v Tov Ba- 
gde inge e i AHA 7 i 
ita, ive wi anos, undd, us Wruys, ge. 
bers, moe 6! 7% iar op,, 
x4peair. That is, . This Body the Wiſemen 
© reverenced, even when it lay in the Man- 
* ger, and approaching n eee 
wit 
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ee with great fear, and trembling. Let us 
ce therefore, who are Citizens of Heay 

ee imitate at leaſt theſe Barbarians-- Bat thou 
ct ſeeſt this Body not in the Manger, but 
& on the Altar; not held by a woman, but 
& preſented by the Prieſt-- Let us thercfore 
ce ftir up our ſelves; and ſhew far greater re- 
ce verence, then thoſe Barbarians, leaft by 
ce our careleſs, and rude coming, we heap 
ce fire on our Heads. The ſecond Paſſage 
we have in his third Homily, on the Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, in Morali. Tydxil « vet 
BAN - Are 1d, & Cannes, x) Ou 
eunac yerusmuvrO©r ; pumgd cur TH iadrta, 
x $vis ce, Aby © 3 HAAR bad ic, way 
A dmeer, Y witeys-- OTA idys drearcbuere 
Ts edpugilvcs viourer Siacinasdar + ve 
Graber, 4 wgTiivar Tis Ayyiacs. © The 
&« Royall Table is ſer forth-- the King him- 


* ſelf is preſent, and doſt thou ſtand gaping? 


te Thy garments are foule, and makeſt thou 
ce no account of it But they are clean; 
e why then fall down, and communicate-= 
6“ When thou ſeeſt the Chancel doors open- 
& ed, then ſuppoſe that Heaven ir (elf is un- 
* folded from above, and that the Angels 

ce deſcend. 
By theſe Teſtimonies it ſufficiently ap- 
peareth, 


— 
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x peareth, that the Primitive Chriſtians recei- 
' ved the Sacrament with an adorative Ge- 
ſture; and this was ſo commonly known, 
that the very Heathen took notice of it, and 
(among other Slanders, wherein they aſper- 
ſed Chriſtians) charged them with wor- 
ſhipping of Ceres,and Bacchus, the ſuppoſed 
Deities of Bread, and Wine; whereof we can 
aſſign no other probable Reaſon; than the 
Chriftians Bowing, or Adoring, when they 
received the Bread, and Vine at the Commu- 
nion. St. Avg. is my Author. | 


* 


Now this forementioned Geſture, which 
the Greeks call Ilggexuynors, and the Latines . 
Adoratio, was the moſt humble Geſture of 
Reverence, and therefore in holy Scripture, 
is oft joyned with L Me] falling down to 
the Earth. Mat. 2. 11, & 4. 9. AF. 10. 25. 

Herodot us obſerves of the Eaſtern Nations, 
that the manner of Equalls, was to kiſs 
one another on the Cheek at meet- 
ing; Of Inferiors, to kiſs the hand of 
the Superior; but of Suppliants, and Pe- 
titioners, who would expreſs the great . 
eſt Humility, to bow themſelves before 
him towards the Earth. So we read in Ho- 
ly Scripture, that Abrabam bowed himſelf 
to the Hittites, when he petitioned __ 

or 
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for a Sepulchre, wherein to bury Sarah his 


Wife. So Jacob to his elder Brother Eſau, 
* when he petitioned him to be favourable 


to him, and accept his preſent. So the Pa- 
triarchs to Joſeph, when they petitioned 
him for a ſupply of Corn, in the time of 
Dearth. So David to King Saul, when he 
pleaded his Innocency; So Nathan the Pro- 
phet, and Bathſheba to David, when th 

ſupplicated him in behalf of Solomon &c. 
This Geſture therefore was uſed by the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, in their moſt Solemn Pray- 
ers and Services, wherein they endeavored 
to expreſs the greateſt Piety, and Humility, 
And more eſpecially at the recciving of the 
Holy Sacrament, the Auncients rightly 


Judging, that the Solemnity of the Eucha- 


riſt was the chief part of that pablick Wore 
ſhip, which was due unto God only; fince 
the Place where the Euchariſt was celebra- 
ted, was peculiarly entituled, The Place of 
Prayer, So Saint Auguſtine tell us, Sermon. 
237. de Temp. Poſt Sermonem fit miſſa Ca- 
techumenis, manebunt Fideles. Venietur ad lo- 


cum Orationis, © After Sermon, the Pray- 


«ers for the Catechumens are ſaid, The 
c faithful tarry behind. Then we come to 
© the Place of Prayer. 

| f B 
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x, By this Gefture alſo the Chriſtians of old 
made a publick profeſſion of their faith, that 
' Chriſt was God, and man in one and the ſame 
Perſon, and preſent by his Divine Power in 
the Sacrament; thus honoaring the Son, as 
they honoured the Father, according as we 
are commanded, Fo. 5.23: and as every one 
is bound to doe, who believes in him aright, 
that He is God manifeſted in the Fleſh. 1 Tim. 
3. 16. Without a ſound and right Faith, we 
are no fit Partakers of this Sacrament 3 and 
that Faith, which we have in our Heart, we 
are to expreſs outwardly , upon every juſt 
Occafion 4 and eſpecially in the Acts of God's 
publick Worſhip, wherein we teſtify , and 
make known to others, what we inwardly 
acknowledge, For it is not ſufficient to be- 
lieve with the Heart, we muſt confeſs alſo 
wich the Mouth, as we read, Rom. 10. 10. and 
{conſequently , we are to profeſs the ſame Be- 
lief by our bodily Geſture, as well as by our 
Speech, ſecing there is the ſame reaſon of 
Both, namely, the outward witneſſing of 
that Belief which is within. And this is 
more eſpecially requifite , when Sects, and 
Herefies ariſe, which corrupt, and pervert the! 
Articles of Faith concerning our Saviour, » 
either denying his God-bead, or dividing his 
: P erſt on, 
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Perſonas ſome then did, and as others at this 


Day do, To oppoſe, and contra-diſtinguiſh 
themſelves unto Theſe , the Chriſtians of 


' thoſe elder Times adored Cbriſt in the Sa- 


crament, thus hononring him, and his Fa- 
ther, Auel rrooxuviien , with the ſame un- 
divided worſhip (as Naz:tels us in that O- 


ration which he made to the 150 Biſhops 


aſſembled at . ) thus y 
reſtifying their Belief in him, as coeternal, 
and Faſbſtancial to the PFatber, and wor- 


thy of the Game Honour with him, The 
, (ame Father thus elegantly expreſſeth it in 


his Tropa, or Sentences, Which he thus 


put into Greek verſe. 


* 


Nöries, 8816 Aralla 217 xby dley ler, ©, 


O Sigi inlis; Teſeds invgaric. 
N ite, d gie avax]e, Aννν ler Is d payir]e, 
"Ou vices] lesbedt vegrine AY. 
Tipyer d i; weydaore Theless xb, 80 labore 
| Ne ard eu, xat X & nuilew 


The ſenſe whereof is this. He is a fool, why | 


worſhips not the Eternal word of God equally 


t# bis begvenly Father . He is 4 fool, who 
| 1 


worſhips 


(50) = 


worſhips not the Word incarnate appearing 
amongit' us , equally to God the Word in 
heaven before his Inc arnation. Such an one, 
either ſeparatth God the Word from his Father, 
or the humane nature from the Word. 

Theſe are the chief of my witneſſes, who 
give the moſt clear and pregnant Teftimonies 
concerning the Praiſe of the Auncient 
Church in this Particular. To them I (hall 
add ſome. others, who, though they ſpeak 
not particularly for a Poſture of Adoration, 
yet, when in more general Termes they either 
preſs, or mention the uſe of an humble, and 
a reverend Gefture, they cannot in reaſon 
be rhought to mean any other, than what 
the former more expreſly declared. 

Dionyſ: Eccleſ: bier: cap: 3: cals the Sa- 
cramental Bread and Vine , which are pla- 
ced on the holy Table, nfdowe ovulone, Ve- 

ner able, or adorable Signes : imnilediiſor TW 
dae Dunacneiy ff o4Caomior EvuBinoy, Ji av 
s Xetsds onualrd]es nat wilky ular, the Vene- 
rable [ or, adorable | Signes are ſet on the 
Divine Altar, whereby Chriſt is repreſented, 
and þ artaken of, Rowe” 

Origen in his fifth homily,i# diverſos- Duan- 
do ſanctum cibum, illudque incorruptum acci- 
Pis epulum; quando vita poculo, & pane frue- 
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** 


vu, mand ucas & bibs corpus, & ſanguinem 


Domini; tunc Dominus ſub tedum tuum ingre- 
ditur; & tu ergo humilians teipſum, imitare 
Centurionem, & dicito, Domine non ſum di- 
gnus ut intres ſub teflum meum. That is, 
hen thou partakeſt of the holy food, and 
ce immortal Banquet, when thou en joyeſſ 
te the Bread, and Coup of life, thou eateſt, 
& and drinkeſt the Body. and Bloud of the 
Lord, then the Lord entreth under thy 
c Roof. Thou therefore, humbling th 
ce ſelfe, imitate the Centurion, and ſay, Lord, 
© am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt enter 
te under my Roof. 

Cypr: Teftim: ad Quirinum, lib. 3. 94. 
Cum honore,& timore Euchariſtiam accipien- 
dam, that is, the Euchariſt is to be received 
with feare,and honour. For which he cites 
i Cor. It. 27. | 

Ambr; ¶ or rather Hilarius Jin 1 Cor. 11. 
28. Deuoto animo, & cum t imore accedendum 
ad Communionem docet, ut ſciat ment ſe reue- 
rentiam debere ei, ad Cujus corpus ſumendum 
accedit. Hoc enim apud ſe debet judicare , 
quia Dominus eſt, cujus in myſterio — 
potat, qui teſtis oft beneficii Dei. Quem nos ſi 
cum diſciplina accipiamus , non erimus indie 
gui ſanguine, & corpore Domini--non inultum 

E 2 ſcientes, 
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ſcientes , corpus Domini negligenter accipere. 
thatis, © The Apoſtle teacheth us to ap- 
« proach unco the Communion with fear, 
ce and a devout mind, that our Mind may 
tc know, we owe reverence to him, to the re- 
<« ceiving, of whoſe Body we draw near, for 
ce this he ought to Judge within himſelf,that 
Ee it is the Lord, whoſe Bloud he drinketh 
ce in the Sacrament, which is a teſtimonĩe of 
& God's favour, Whom if we receive with 
* Diſcipline , we ſhall not be unworthy of 
ce the Blond, and Body of the Lord--know- 
e ing that to receive the Body of the Lord in 
cc a negligent manner, will not be unpuniſhed. 
The Diſcipline which he ſpeakes of, is 
the outward Order, and Carriage preſcribed 
by the Church. Whereof St. Cyp: long be- 
fore him ſpeaks in his Tra& De Orat: Dom: 
Sit Orantibus Sermo, & Precatiocam Diſci- 
pling, quietem cont inens, & pudorem, Cogi- 
temus nos ſub conſpedtu Dei ſtare. Placendum 
eſt divinis oculis, & babitu corporis, & modo 
vocis. that is, Let the ſpeech, and Prayer 
v of Supplicants be with Diſcipline, ſhewing 
© tranquility, & modeſty; Let us conſider, 
© chat we ſtand under the Eye of God? We 
ce maſt pleaſe his Divine Eyes, both with the 
& Geſture of our Body, and the Tone of our 


et Voice. Euſebius 
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. cine Emeſenus (or rather, Callics- 
mus ) hom: in ſecundam Dom : poſt Epipban: 
Quando ad Chriſti Sacramentum accedimus, 


— 


& fragilitatem noftram confideramus, quid a= 


liud dicit unuſquiſque noſtrum, xiſi non ſum di- 
gnus ut intres 45 Tedtum, non ſum dignus ut 
corpus,& ſanguinem tuum ſuſcipiam in ore meo, 
© When we approach to the Sacrament of 
te Chriſt, and conſider our frailty, what elſe 
e ſaith every one of us, but this, I am not 
ce worthy Thou ſhouldeſt enter under my 
© Roof; l am not worthy to take thy Body, 
ce and Bloud into my mouth. 

Eligius Epiſc. Noviomenſis , who flouriſhe 
about the middle of the ſeventh Century,hom: 
15. Cum timore, & compundtione mentis, ommiqʒ 
reverentia debemus accedere ad Altare, & ad 
menſam corporis, & ſanguin Chriſti , & di- 
cere humiliter cum Centurione , Domine, non 
ſum dignus ut intres ſub tedtum meum. <We 


sought to approach unto the Altar, and to 


*the Table of the Body, and Bloud of Chriſt 
ce with fear; and compunction of mind, 
ce and all Reverence; and to ſay humbly with 
*the Centurion, Lord, I am not worthy 
ei that Thou ſhouldeſt enter under my Roof. 
Damaſc : de Orthod: . fide I. 4. c. 34. 


* 
Xau 


Cay 


ä — 


x, dIodi]s vis eg einne, v; a 
Swe sd, Kab wifey wi du t n, , N. 
ub N &v18 (via: Sacramentum) vr4α 
h huyixj T6, N ne,. Let Us 
come with all fear, and a pure Conſc ience, and 
an aſſured Faith, and that which we believe 
without doubting ſhall be altogether done unto 
14s; and let us bonour it ( viz: the Sacrament) 
with all 21 of Mind, and Body. 
Alcuinus de Divin, Of: Licet omni tem - 
po peccatores nos efſe ex corde cognoſcer e de- 
eamus, tunc quam maxime confilendum eſt 
cum illo ſacro myſterio celebratur remiſſionis - 
Gratia, & — peccatorum, & cum 
bumilitate,& cordis contritione diceudum, &c: 
& Although at all times we ought from the 
6 Heart to acknowledge our ſelves Sinners, 
te then eſpecially we ovght to conſeſs it, 
ce when the Pardon of Sins is celebrated in 
ce that holy Sacrament , and with humility, 
tand & contrition of Heart to ſay, &c. 
Obſerve here 1. Foure of theſe Witneſſes 
inculcate the example of the Centurion in the 
4 for a Paterne of approaching to the 
Holy Table, whoſe humility was as exem- 
ry, as his Faith; as who durſt not come 
Perſon to our Saviour, but ſent the El- 
gers of the Fews to petition in his behalfe; 


and, 
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and after, would not be ſo bold as to invite, 
or even to admit him into his houſe; but 
ſent Friends to excuſe it. 

2. Others call the Sacramental Bread and 
Vine, Venerable, or Adorable Signes (which 
Epithete ſhe ws, that Veneration is due at the 
receiving of them) and ſay, They are to be 
received with honour, and ſeare ( both 
which affections are beſt expreſt by the Ge 
ſture of kyeeling ) with Devotion io „ and 
reverence, and not in a careleſs Poſture, Alſo, 
with Diſcipline, (i. e.) according to Order , 
and not as every man fancies beſt. : 

3. That then chiefly we are to confeſs our 
Sins, and our frailty , to ſhew contrition of 
Heart, and to crave Pardon. And l ſuppoſe 
that no impartial Perſon will deny, but that 
kneeling is a Geſture very ſutable to cxpreſs 
all Theſe. | 

4. Some of them expreſly commend an 
humble Poſture of Body, ſuch as kneeling 
queſtionleſs is. | 

I ſhall conclude theſe Teftimonics with an 
Argument drawen from the Geſturs uſed at 
the Baptiſme of the Adulti, which we are 
told is kneeling. And ſure the ſame, or grea- 
ter reaſon will prevaile for the ſame Geſture 
in the uſe of this other Sacrament of the 
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Lord's Supper, which, I preſume, theNou-Con- 
formiſts themſelves hold at leaſt worthy | 
of the ſame kind, and degree of honour. |} 
Tert: de baptiſmo, in fine thus tels us. In- 
greſſuros Baptiſmum, orationibus crebris, jeju- 
niis, & geniculationibus , & Pervigiliis orare 
oportet, & cum Confeſſione omnium retro De- 
liforum. «Thoſe who are to be admitted by 

e Baptiſme , muſt pray with Faſting , and 

& watching, and kneeling; and with Conſeſ- 

& fjon of all their paſt ſinnes. Now, we come 
to the Communion allo with faſting , and 
prayer,and Confeſſion of Sins; why then, 
ſhould not the ſame Geſture of kneeling be as 
well made uſe of? Gaudentius Biſhop of 
Brixia , an ancient Do&our of the Church 
teſtifieth the ſame in his gth Sermon, of the 
Eating of the Paſcha! Lambe,where ſpeaking 
of Baptiſme, he ſaith, Ore Dominum confite- 
mur, laudamus, benedicimus, obſecramus, ma- 
uus ſupplices ad Cœlum tendimus , pedibus ac 
Ecclefiam currimus, & Unam Trinitatis Dei» 

tatem flexis ad terram genibus adoramus. 

« We confefſe the Lord. with our Mouth, 

© we Praiſe, we Bleſs , we beſeech him, we 

© ſtretch forth our ſuppliant hands to Hea- 

ce en, we run to the Church, and adore 

S one Godhead in the Trinity, on our ben- 

Fded knees, Thus 


— 
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Thus much we have received touching . 
the Practiſe of the Primitive Church. But 
if we come down to our times, and examine 
what Geſture the Churches of Chriſt at this 
Day make uſe of at the receiving of the Eu- 
chariſt, we ſhall find it generally the ſame with 
what they uſe at their moſt ſolemne Prayers, 
viz : ſtanding or kneeling. 1. The Greek, 
Church ( which is fo largely ſpred through 
the Turki fp Empire) ſtill retcineth ſtanding 
at the publick Service, which ſhee received 
from her Aunceſtours, and is much ſcanda- 
lized at the Latizes for their irreverent ſit- 
ting in their Churches. She uſeth the ſame 
Geſture of ſtauding at the receiving of the 
Sacrament; yet with a low bowing of the 
Body, or gentle bending of the knees of the 
Communicants, as their Rituals ſhew. And 
with the Greeks accord other remoter Chur- 
cbes, which are not of the Latine Commu» 
vnion; viz: the Muſcovitiſh, Abyſſine , and Ar- 
menian. 2. In Muſcovy the People ſtand to- 
gether, the whole time of Divine Service in 
the Body of the Church, and ſome in the 
Church-porch; for Pew, or Seat they have 
none within their Churches, When the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper is celebrated, 
firſt , they confels themſelves of all their Sins 
to the Prieſt, Then,come they to the CR 
an 
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and are called up to the Communion Table, 
which ſtandeth like an Altar a little removed 
from the upper end ofthe Church. Here, 
firſt they are asked of the Preiſt, whether 
they be clean, or no? If they anſwer yea, 
they are taken to the Table, where the Preiſt 
beginneth with certaine uſual Prayers, the 
Communicants ſtanding in the mean Time 
with their Armes folded one within another, 
like Penetentiaries,or Mourners. When theſe 
Prayers are ended, the Preiſt delivereth the 
Bread and Vine to the Communicanzs that 
ſtand in Order , ſpeaking the uſual words , 
Eate this Mc: Drink this &c. While this is 
doing the Communicants unfold their Armes. 
3. lu the Churches of Armenia, the People 
fit not at all, but ſtand, or kneele. So wit- 
neſſeth Job: Avediowites an Armenian Preiſt, 
borne in Parma in Armenia the Great, in his 
Relation of the Religion, and Cuſtomes of 
the Armenian Chriſtians, 4. The Ahyſine 
Chriſtians demeane themſelves moſt reve- 
rently in their Churches. No man may laugh, 
walke , or talke therein. They ſuffer not 
Dogges to come into their Churches, or 
Church-yards. They ſuffer no man to fit in 
their Churches. The Aged and weake are 
permitted Crutches to eaſe themſelves * 
all. 
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all. Godignus de rebus Abaſſynorum. lib. 1. 
c. 21. At the celebration of the Sacrament, 
after it is given in both kinds to the Prieſts, 
and others of the Clergy, who ſtand at, or 
near unto the Altar Poſtea datur Seculari- 
bus qui ſtant juxta portam principalem, tam 
viris quam mulieribus, Dum datur commu- 
nio, aut aliud quippiam officii fit, omnes ſtant 
efefii-- That is, © Afterwards it is given to 
the Laity, who ſtand by the Chancel-door, 
ec both men, and women, Whilſt the Com- 
© munion is given, or any other Service is 
& done, they all ſtand upright, So we read 
in the Ethiopick Liturgy, ſet down by Fraxc. 
Alvarez in the Portugal Tongue, and tranſ- 
lated by Caſſander into Latine, viz, cap. 1, 
28. | 
F But if we come nearer home, and look 
into the Practice of thoſe Neighbour x - 
Cburches in the North, and Weſt, which have 
reformed themſelves from the Errors, and 
Superſtitions of the Church of Rome, we 
ſhall find them ſomwhat varying indeed in 
this circumftance of worſhip ; yet ſo, that 
they generally obſerve that Poſture, which 
the Scriptures tell us was uſed anciently in 
Prayer, viz, kyeelingzor ſtanding. 
Moſt of thoſe Churches. which hold to the 
| Auguſtane 


4. wt "i 


Augnſtane Confeſſion (being the fi rſt Pro- 
teſtants, and moſt properly fo called) thought 
not fit to alter the Geſture which they found 
ſo generally and ſo anciently practiſed in the 
Weftern Church, & which they judged very 
agreeable to the Action in hand, but retained 
kxeeling at the receiving of the Euchariſt, wel 
they generally practice at this day; and thoſe 
few who uſe ſtanding, adore at the receiving 
by the bowing of their heads, or bodies. Now 
theſe Churches are the moſt conſiderable for 
number. & Quality amongft thoſe of the Re- 
formation, as being ſpread through the two 
large Kingdomes of Denmarkg and Sweden, 
the great Dukedome of Saxony, and Marqui- 
fate of Brandenburg. & through the moſt part 
of the Principali ties and free Cities of Ger- 
many which imbrace the Reformation;toge- 
ther with a great part of Pruſſia, and Poland. 
2. The Bokemick-Churches {which have 
ſpread themſelves not only through the large 
Kingdom of Bobemia, & ſome neighbouring 
parts of Germany, but even into Poland alſo) 
retaine the ſame Geſture of kyee/ing,asappears | 
by the 13. Article of their Confeſſion, Entitu- | 
led, De Cana Domini, Of the Supper of the 
Lord. The words are theſe. MiniſtriDominicæ 
Cene verba referentes, plebem ipſam ad hanc 
fidem hortantur, ut corporis Chrijti preſenti# f 
a adeſſe 


e 


= 2 


ade ſte cred ant, & procumbentibus interim in 
genua d iſtribuunt. Plebs autem ipſa cum grati- 
arum adl ione ſumit, in hymnis & cauticis ſpiri- 
tualibus beneficia Dei recolem, totam ſe in boc 


impendit & exerit, ut juxta Cbriſti verb boc 


faciat in ejus commemoratione, That is, <The 


« Miniſters rehearſing the words of theLords 
© Supper, exhort the people to this Faith, 
© that they believe the preſence of ChriſtsBo. 
dy, and then diftribute it unto themas t 

ce kneel down upon their knees; The 

© receive it with Thankſꝑive ing, re 

< the Benefits of God in Hymnes;& Spi 


| © Songs, & wholly imploy themſelves in this, 


© that they may celebrate it according to 
© Chrifts command,in remembrance of him, 
And'theſe Churches deferve to be well regard 
ed, as being much ancienter, then Lither ; for 
planted they were by Fobn H uſſe,and Jerome 
of Prague, who ſuffered Martyrdom at Con- 


T ſtance. Yea; the Members of theſe Churches 


were ſo conſiderable many years ago, that 
the Council of Brafil thought fit to allow 
them the uſe of the Cup in the Sacrement, 
whence they got the name of Calixtini. 

3- The Reformed Churches of Poland,meet- 
ng by their Delegates in ſeveral Synodi of 
theirs, earneſtly endeavoured to agree upon 
ſome uniform Geſture at the receiving — 

de 
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abſolutely rejected, and 


the Sacrament but foreſceing that ſome of 


the ignoranter ſort of People would be hard- 
ly weaned from that whereto they had been 
pA long accuſtomed, they left it free for 
them to receive kneeling, or ſtanding; but 

forbad ſitting, as 
very unfitting, and very ſcandalous, becauſe 
they obſerved it to have been affected, and 
uſed by thoſe who turned Apoſtates to Ari- 
eniſme, and other blafphemous Seds, which 


denied the God. bead of our Saviour. This 


was unanimouſly. agreed on by the three 
ſorts of Churches, which were ſetled in 


that large Kingdom; viz. Thoſe of the 
Helvetick, Auguſtane, and Bobemick Confeſ« | 
fions 3 who (as they tell us in the Preface to 


their Synodical Acts) after many ſharp, and 


P 
tedious Conflicts with the Tritheites, Ebio- 


nites, Anabaptiſts, and other Sectar ies, which 


at laſt with much ado they rid their Hands 


of; and after ſome unhappy Bickerings a- 
mong themſelves, whereby they had given 
advantage to the Adverſary, and hindred 
the progreſs of the Reformation, thought 
fit ta meet together, and then upon an ami 
cable Conference of ſeveral other particulars, 
chiefly relating to the Euchariſt, which had 
been the main Subje& of their difference. 
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The Title prefixt to their A&s agreed on in 
their firſt meeting at Seudomire. A. D. 1570. 
is this, Conſenſus mutuus in Religionis Cbri- 
ſtiane capitibus inter Eccleſias majoris & mi- 
uoris Poloniæ, Ruſſiæ, Lithuaniæ, & Samogi- 
tie, que juxta confeſſtonem Auguſtanam, Fra- 
trum Bobemorum, & Helveticam, aliquo mo- 
do à ſe diſſemire videbantur. That ir, 
© The mutual agreement in the points of 
ce Chriſtian Religion, between the Churches 
te of the Greatet and Lefſer Polonia, wy cr 
ct Lithuania, and Samogitia, who in their 
© ſeveral Confeſſions (viz, the Auguſtane, 


the Bobemick, and Helvetick) ſeemed to 
* diflent from each other, They met after- 


wards at Cracow, A. D. 1573. on Michael- 
mat. day, when, and where it was thus de- 
creed. Concluſum eff, nt ſecundum morem 


Primitive Eccleſiæ libertati Chriſtiane Cere- 


monie inter nos permittantur ; monitis tamen 
Fratribuss,ut ſiqui Seſſione in Sacrs Cana u- 
tuntur, eam Ceremoniam Arianabaptiſtis pro- 
priam relinguant. That is, © lr is conclu- 
« ded, that according to the cuſtom of the 
primitive Church, Ceremonies amongſt us 
© may be left to Chriſtian Liberty; yet fo, 
* as to admoniſn the Brethren, that if any 
*uſc fitting at the Lords Supper, they leave 


& that 
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ce that Ceremony, as proper to the Ariani- 
ec zing Anabaptifts. Another general Synod 
te of theirs, aſſembled at Petricow, A. D. 
1578. inculcates the ſame. Exoptandum, & 
optimum quidem eſſet, ut per totum Polonie 
regnum in omnibus Evangelicis Ectleſiis 
55 flew ritibus ſacra Synaxis celebraretur. Ft 


9 


certe non eſſet ea res adeo difficilis; quod ad 


ipſos Miniſtros, & prudentiores bomines, II- 
lico in unam certam furmam conſentiremus. 
14 bomines ſimpliciores mi- 


Sed quia vulg 
tatione rituum offenderentur-— Proinde Cere. 


monias libertati Chriſtianæ donamus, ac per- 


mittimu, ut ſtantes, vel genua fledlentes Pit 


Sacramentum corporis, & ſanguinis Chriſti © 


ſumant. Seſſionis vero ad menſam Domini,quia 
preter Ritus in omnibus per Europam Evan- 


gelicis Ecclefiis vulgh conſuetos, Illi inter nos 


primi Authores extiterunt , qui omnia temers 
in Eccleſia immutantes, & ſine ſcientià Chri- 
ſium quaſi imitantes, 2 nobis ad Ariani- 


ſmum perfidi T ransfuge fadli ſunt; quare banc 


propriam ipſis (nt Chrijſtum, ita & ſacra eju 


irreverenter tradlantibus) & tanquam minus 


boneſtamꝝ ac religioſam, ſimplicior ibuſqʒ admo- 
dum ſcandaloſam Ceremoniam rejicimus, | 


That is, © It were beſt, and to be wiſh, 
tethat the Holy Communion ſhould be cele- 
ie bratcd 


* 
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« brated with the ſame Rites in all the Evan» 
© gelical Churches throughout the whole 
ce Kingdome of Poland. And truly the Thing 
ce were not ſo difficult, as to the Miniſters, 
ee and the wiſer Sort. But becauſe the Vul- 
« gar, and unlearned Sort would be offen- 
« ded with the change of their Ceremonies-- 
“Therefore we mare, pos permit them their 
&« Chriſtian liberty, ſo that the Godly may 
& take the Sacrament of the Body, and Bloud 
© of Chriſt either ſtanding,or kneeling. But, 
© for fitting at the Lord's Table, becauſe 
« theſe firſt introduced it amongſt us, who, 
differently from the Rites commonly re- 
© ceived in all the Evangelical Churches 
c throughout Europe, altering all thi 

ce raſhly in the Church, and fooliſhly , pre- 
c tending to imitate Chrift therein, became 


© perfidious Revolters, from us to Aria- 


eegiſme; therefore we re ject this Ceremo- 


ce mony,as peculiar unto them ( who as un- 


© reverently handle Chrift, as they doe his 
* Sacraments J) and as being not ſo decent, 
te and religious, but very ſcandalous to the 
Simple, and Ignorant, Laſtly , Another 


General Synod of Theirs held at I/lodeſlan. 


A. D. 1583: confirmes the fame.--- Quod at- 


tinet ad Ceremouias Cane Domini; Sententis 


F Jam 
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jam olim in Sendomirienſi Synodo agitata , & 
Concluſio in Generali Cracovienſi, atque Pe- 
tricovieuſi Synodo facta, & repetita, in boc e- 
tiam M load iſlavienſis Syngdi Conſeſſu appro- 
bata eſt; nempe, ne in uſu ſit Seſſlo ad menſam 
Domini in ullis bujus noſtri Conſenſus Eccle- 
ſiis Poloniæ, Lituanie, &c : Nam bæc Cere- 
monia ( licet cum ceteris libera ) Eccleſiis 
Cbriſtiauis, & Cætibus Evangelicis non eſt 
uſit ata, tant umque infidelibus Arianis, cum Do- 
mino pari Solio ſeſe collocantibus, propria. 
Cum ita que Seſſio potiſſimùm occaſione, & ma- 
lo auſpicio illorum, qui miſerrimè ex nobis ex- 
ciderunt, & Dom in um, qui nos redemit , ab- 
negàrunt, in conſuetudinem irrepſit aliquot no- 
ftris Eccleſiis; Rogamus, & Hortamur omnes 
iſtos Cætus, & fratres noſtros in Domino, ut 
Seſſionem commutent in Ceremonias nobis in 
Eccleſiis Evangelicis per Europam conſuetas ; 
ſc: ut adminijtretur Cana Domini Stantibus, 
vel geuua fledtentibus (cum Proteſtatious con- 


tra Artolatriam Papiſtis conſuetam) Quem 


utrumque Ritum, prout in quibus Eccleſiis 
bacteuus uſitatus eſt, nobis liberum, ſine Scanda- 
lo, & Vituperatione inuicem reliuquimus, & 


approbamus. That is, „As to the Ceremo- 


© nics of the Lord's Supper, the Decree 


ce debated long agoe in the Synod of Sendo- 


mire, 


* 
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« mire , and the Determination made, and 
ce repeated in the General Synods at Cra- 
e cow,and Petricow, is approved alſo in this 


e Seffion of the Synod of Wlodiflau , vis : 


© that ſitting at the Table of the Lord be not 
c uled in any Churches of our Communion, 
e in Poland, Lituania , &c. For this Cere- 
* mony, (although free as the reft) is not 
t uſed in the Chriſtian Churches, and Evan- 
© gelical Aſſemblies, but is prgper only to 
& the luſidel Arians, who ſeat elves in 
cc the ame Throne with the Lord. Seeing 
«© then that fitting crept up by degrees into a 
© Cuſtome in ſome Churches of Oars,cheif- 
« ly by occaſion, and the evil Advice of 
« Thoſe , who wretchedly fell from us, and 
« denyed the Lord who bought them; we 
© entreat, and exhort all thoſe Churches, 
« and Brethren of Ours in the Lord, that 
they change their Sitting into ſuch Cere- 
ce monies,as are uſed by us in the Evangelical 
« Chorches throughout Europe, vis: that, 
ce the Supper of the Lord be adminiſtred to 
« ſuch as ſtand, or kneel ( with a Proteſta- 
© tion againſt the Bread- worſtip uſed by the 


- © Papifts) both which ceremonies, accor- 


© ding as either hath been uſed by us in our 
Churches, we indifferently leave free, and 
| 2 approve 
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ce approve to be uſed without Scandal, or 
« Blame. 

4. The Reformed Churches of France, 
and others which follow the example of 
Zurich, and Geneva, do for the generality 


(as far as I can learn) communicate ſtand- 


ing, yet with a Bow, or low Reverence at 
. their. approach unto the Tables where they 

take the Sacrament in both kinds, in an am- 
bulatory Poſture, paſſing from their Seats 


to the TablF and from thence (after they 


have communicated ) to another part of the 
Chnrch, And this Geſture they uſe not, as 
condemning that of kneeling, but being well 
nigh neceſſitated thereto in many places, by 


the great number of Communicants, which 
otherwiſe could not be diſpatched in any 


competent time. 


$5. Ofall the og Churches,which go 


under the name of Reformed, I can find but 
one which uſcrh fittiug,or forbiddeth kneel- 
ing; viz. The Church of Holland, with the 
moſt of her Confederates ; (For in Weſt- 
Frieſland they receive ſtanding, as in other 
Caluinian Churches.) Thus we read in the 


Harmony of the four Synods of Holland--= } 
Liberum eſt ſtando, ſedendo, vel eundo Canam 
celebrare; non autem geniculando, ob N- 


Tpvias 
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rpilac periculum, Pag. 33. That is, It is 

et left free to celebrate the ¶ Lords] Supper, 

ce Standing, Sitting, or Walking; but not 

© kneeling, by reaſon of the Danger of 

© Bread-worſhip. What force there is in 
this Reaſon, eſpecially to us at this day, 
ſhall be ſeen anon, In the Interim we ma 
obſerve, that they think not chis Decree 1 
neceſſary, but it may be changed upon bet- 

ter conſideration; for thus they ſay in the 

| Concluſion ; Articuli bi ita mutyd conſenſu 
ſunt conftituti, ut ſi utilitas Eccleſiarum aliud 

| poſtulat, mutar1i, auger i, & minui paſſer, 2 
| debeant, That is, © Theſe Articles are fo 
„ ſetled by mutual conſent, that if the good 
| 


ce of the Churches require it, they may, 
te and ought be changed, augmented, or di- 


| © miniſhed. | 
L 5. Our neighbour-Cburch of Scotland, 
. being wrought upon by ſome Zelots of late . 
days, practiſed ſitting allo for ſome few 
years, till kneeling was enjoyned by the 
Synod of Perth, and ſo continued till the be- 
inning of theſe unhappy Troubles, which I 
Fa not now to remember. But ſure the cf- 
; fefts thereof have not been ſo pleaſing, or 
- advantageous to theſe Nations, as to cabſe 
any ſober Chriſtian to be an over- eager Ad- 
1 voc ate 
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vocate for fitting, or a ſevere Condemner of 
kneeling  whenas we have ſeen to our 
Grief, that the introducing of fitting, with 
too many other Noveltiet, unſetled all, and 
never left working till it had well-nigh buri- 
ed both Church, and Kingdom in the ſame 
Ruines. | 
Let me adde, that whatever the Practiſe 
of theſe tw6 Churches be, or have been, yet 
both their CP commend: humility, 
and reverence at the receiving of the Sacra- 
ment, both which are certainly better expreſt 
by kneeling, then by fitting. Confeſid Belg. 
thus- Art. 35, Huic nos Sacramento ſacro- \ 
Santo in cætu populi Dei cum ſums humili- 
tate, & reverentla communicamus, memoriam 
mortis Chriſti Servatoris noſtri cum gra tia- 
rum attione ſane celebrantes, & dei religi- 
oui ſque Chriſtiane * publicè ibi 
profitentes. That is, © We communicate of 
te this moſt holy Sacrament in the Aſſembly 
& of the people of God, with the greateſt 
© humility, and reverence , ſanctifying the 
© memorial of the death of Chriſt our Sa- 
ce viour with Thanksgiving, and making 
e publick Profefſion of the Chriftian Falth, 
* and Religion. Confeſſio Scot. Art. 21. 
ce thus-= Hoc libere, & ultro confitemur, nos 
inter 
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inter Chriſtum in eterna ipſius ſubſtantià, & 
elementa in ſignis Sacramentalibus diſtinguere, 
adeo quod nec ſigns loco rei ſignate adgramus; 
nec adoranda putamus 3 nec deſpicimus, aut, 
tanquam innilia, aut vane interpretamur, 
verum cum omni Reverentia ills utimur, 
That is, © This we freely, and voluntarily 
* confeſs, that we diſtinguiſh between Chriſt 
te in his Eternal Subftance, and the Sacra- 
te mental Signs, or Elements, fo that we 
ce neither adore the Signs inſtead of the 
ce Thing ſigniſied, nor think them fit to be 
ce adored. Neither, on the other ſide, do we 
c“ defpiſe them, or eſteem them unprofita- 
ce ble, and vain, but we uſe them with all Re- 


e verence. 


We are likewiſe to obſerve, that all the 


forementioned Churches, which uſe or en- X. 


joyne kyreeling at the receiving o the. Sa. 
—— deny, and openly proteſi againſt the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiat ion, and the 4- 
dorat ion of the Hoaſt, and therefore con- 
ceive neither of them to be favoured, or 
- countenanced any way by chis Geſture. 
We have. ſeen the Judgment of the Pra- 
teſtant, or Reformed Churches atteſted partly 
by their publick Confeſſions, and partly by 
their Practiſe ; both which are eilte jo 
this 


—_—_ 


n 


2 


this day. It will not be amiſs to adde here - 
to ſome few Teſtimonies of the moſt eminent, 
and leading Divines amongſt thoſe Church» 
es, eſpecially ſuch, who either framed, or fol- 
lowed, or 4 leaſt) favoured the Model of 
Geneva; whom we ſhall not find ſo fierce 
againſt the Geſture of kueeling, or Adorati- 
on in the Ac of receiving, as ſome of their 


Diſciples at this day would bear us in hand, 


many of whom utterly re ject it as unlawful. 
And perhaps, their Judgment may be more 
prevalent with ſome amongſt us, who have 
their Perſons in ſo great Admiration, as in 
compariſon of them, to deſpiſe the Fudg- 
ment of their Mother the Church of England, 
and to diſobey her commands. | 
1. Calvin. Inftit. lib. 4. cap. 17. $- 37. 
Diſputing againſt the Papiſts, who give Di- 
vine honour to the Sacramental Signes, up- 
on this pretence, Chriſto hanc venerationem 
deferimus, We give this worſhip uuto Chriſt, | 
Anſwers thus Si in Cena hoc fieret ; dice- 
rem, Adorationem eam demum eſſe legitimam, 
que non in ſigno reſidet, ſed ad Chriftum in 
cælo ſedentem dirigitur-- © If this were 
& done at the celebration of the Lords Sup- 
© per (for the Papiſts, we know, worſhip the 
Sacrament when it is carried about' in Pro- 
1 ceſſion 


in thoſe auncienter Times; eſpecialy, by us 


(73) 
ceſſon) I would ſay, That Adoration only 
«is lawful, which doth not ſtop in the Sa- 
© cramental Signe, but is directed unto Chriſt 
** fitting in Heaven. In which words, he clear- 
ly juſtifies, and approves the PraQiſe of all 
thoſe Proteſtant Churches, which openly re- 
nounce Tranſubſtantiation, and the Adora- 
tion of the Hoajt, which is built on that Te- 
net; diretcting their r inthe A& of - 
knbeling at the Sacrament, ſolely, and imme- 
diately to Chriſt in Heaven. 

- 2. Beza, Epifi. 12, confeſſeth · Genicula - 
tio, dum Symbola accipiuntur, ſpeciem quidem 
habet piæ, & Chriſtiane Venerationis, ac pro- 
inde olim potuit cum fruciu uſurpari. Knee · 

« Jing, in the Act of receiving the Sacrament, 
ce hath truly the face of a godly, and Chri- 

ce tian Worſhip, and therefore might be 

ee heretofore profitably uſed, Now,l-would 
faine know, why this Geſture may not be * 
uſed as piouſly, and profitably at this Day, as 


of this Church,and Nation , am whom 
- thereis far greater Danger of apoſtatizing 
from the Faith, and Feare of Cbriſt to. Atbe - 
:ſme,and Profanexeſs , than of reverting, to 
Papal Superſtition. The fame Bex conſeſ- 
ſeth , that this Cuſtome of kxeeling was not 
derived 
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derived from the Papiſts; but rather (as he 
thinks) their Superſtitious, and Idolatrous 
Bread · wor ſhip took begirming from this Cu- 

ſtome. Wherein he will be found to be mi- 
ſtaken, for that was grounded on the Opi- 
mon of Tranſubſtamiation, as by and by! 
ſhall make it appear. 

3. Peter Martyr; loc. Conti Claſ: 4. c. 10. 

* $. 50. Duemadmodim Auguſt : admone- 
bat, ſiſtendum non eſſe Gradum in Carne, ſed 
accedendum ad Divinitatem ; ita hic ego mo- 
neo,” alorando, chm percipimus Euchariſtiam, 
non e conſiſtendum in Symbolis, ſed adoran- 
dum in Spiritu,& Veritate Chriſtum ſeden- 

tem in Coli ad dextram Patris. Quod quia | 


fimpliciores non intelligunt, propter confirma- 
p& roboratum errore Tranſubſtantiationis, 
Niſtimarim non eſſe inutile , fi ab adoratione 
extern, puta à Proſtratione, vel Genu-flexio- 
ne temper aremns , quoad iſti docerentur. A- 
dorutio imerna poteſt abſque periculo adbiberi, 
neijue externa, ſug natura, eſſet mala. Mul- 
ti euim pit genn fletiunt, & adorant, illis Ver- 
bis Evangelii auditis, & Verbum Caro fa- 
dum ef. Nec tamen ipſa Verba dicenda ſunt 
aloruri, verum ſignificata. Quod idem bic 
frer# quid probibet , modo non adorentur Sym- 
bota ; ſed quod per illa ſignificatur ? 1 4s 
- 0 
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boc tempore, ob prædictam Cauſam fortaſſis A- 
doratio externa non eſt opportuna, niſi frequent 
de bis rebus eſſet in Concionibus memio. s 
Auguſt: admoniſhed, that we ſhould not flop 
e in the Fleſh ( of our Saviour) but ap- 
ce proach to the God- head. So doe I here 
admoniſh, that in our Adoration, when 
* we receive the Euchariſt , we flop not in 
the Signes but adore Chriſt in Spirit, and 
and Truth, now fitting in Heaven at the 
*right hand of his Father. Which becauſe 
© the mors ignorant Sort underftand not, b 
* reaſon of the Errour of Tranfubſtantia+ 
tion ich is ſo rooted in ihem, I ſhould 
not think ĩt inconvenient to abſtain from 
* outward Adoration, viz : from Proftras 
gon or kneeling, till ſuch were inſiructed. 
The inward Adoration may be ufed with: 
* out Danger , neither is che Outward evil 
in its own nature. For there be many 
* who piouſly kneel, and adore, when they 
ce heare thoſe words of the Goſpel, + The 
* Word was made fleſh. Yer thoſe words 
cannot be aid to be adored , but 
that Whieln they fignify, What hinders: 
Spot the ſame maybe here done, fo the 
« ſignes de not adored, but that which is 
ce fignified by them Vet at chis Time; * 

| | the 
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te the Cauſe forc-alleaged , perhaps out- 
e ard Adoration is not fo Seaſona- 
& ble, unleſs theſe Things be frequent! 
© inculcated in our Sermons. In whic 
words he ſnfficiently juſtifieth the Praiſe 
of our Church, wherein 1. The kneeling, 
or Adoring at the Sacrament is directed to 
Ghrijt alone in Heaven, not to the Bread and 
Wine. 2. The People have been inſtructed 
above theſe hundred yeares in the nature of 
the Sacrament, and the object of worſhip; 
and are ſo far from the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſabſtantiation ,/ or praiſing any Adoration 
to the Outward Signes, that too many have 
run into the contrary extream of (lighting, 
& profaning it, either by thinking there is no 
Vertue,or Preſence of Chriſt in it, or by car- 
rying themſelves in that careleſs manner at 
it, as if they believed none. 
4. Muſculus loc: Com: De Cana Domini. 
7 « Non. fic pueriliter deſipimus, ut quod Dominus 
menſe accubitu per occaſionem Veteris Paſ- 
cbatis in hac eſt Sacramenti iſtius Inſtitutio- 
ne uſus, ad hos eſſe fadtum exiſtimemus , ut 
normam nobis, & exemplum ad novi Paſchatis 
Communicationem accumbendi præſcriberet; 
quemadmodum nec: in eo nobis poſita lex eſt , 
quam ſequamur, quod non mane, ſed veſperi 
$11] Sacramentum 1 
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Sacra mentum hoc inſtituit. Deinde non tam 
eſt commodum , ut ingens Communicanti um 
mulrit udo ad menſas accumbat in Eccleſià, 
quam erat Domino, ut cum paucis, duodecim 
viz: Diſcipulis, ad unam menſam accumberet: 
that is, © We are not ſo childiſhly. fooliſhs 
« as to think, becauſe the Lord ſate or, 
ce leaned, |} at the Table at the Inftitution of 
« the Sacrament , upon occaſion of the old 
ee paſſeover, therefore it was done to the 
ce end, that he might preſcribe us a Rule and 
« Paterne of fitting at the Partaking of the 
* New Paſſover; as hee appointed not us a 


Law to follow, in that he inftituted not 
i the Sacrament in the Morning, but in the 


ce Evening. Beſides, it is not convenient, 
* that a great Company of Communicants 
* ſhould fit at Tables in the Church, as ie 
cc as for the Lord to fit at one Table with 
<a Few, viz: with twelve Diſciples, 

5. Daniel Chamier, De Euchar: I. 7. c. it 


. 10. Ipſa illa Celebratio eſt Aus religio- 


ſus, ac proinde ſeparari nequit ab Adoratio- 
ne Chriſti. --- © The Celebration of the Sa- 
« crament is a religious Act, and therefore 


; cannot be ſeparated from the Adoration 


«of Chrift, Againe cap. 2. 6 9. Ado- 


| ramus in Eucharifiia , ſed non adoramus Eu- 


chariſſiam 


— 
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chariſtiam, that is, We doe not adore the 
« Euchariſt, but wee adore at the Eucha- 
ce chariſt, or in the receiving of it. Now⸗ 
what fitter Geſture to expreſs this Adoration 
by, chan kneeling ? (ure, ſitting was never 
counted proper tor Worſhip. The ſame Au- 
thor: lib. 8. cap. 2. F. 22. Nemo unquam 
fic inſaniit, ut omnes Circumſtantias ac io- 
num Chriſti dixerit obſervandas-ſi ſumpſiſſet 
Pauem, nec addidiſſet, Accipite, edite; tam 
certè importunum eſſet urgere perpetuum E- 
ſum, quàm Accubitum : Et ſt nou tantùm accu. 
buiſſet , ſed etiam dixiſſet, Accumbite; tam 
ſerid acc umbendum eſſet, quam edendum. Sed 
neutrum eſt. Accubuit, non juſſit accumbere. 
Dedit Panem, & juſſit edere. that is, No 
< man was ever ſo mad, as to affirme that 
& all the Circumſtances of Chriſt's Actions 
& were to be imitated, and obſerved If 
ee he had took Bread, and not added, Take, 
e Fate,it had been as abſurd and unreaſona- 
* ble to preſs a perpetual Eating, as a perpe \ 
© tual Sitting. And if he had not only fate, 
© bur ſaid allo, fit ye, we ought to have as ſe- 
© rioully applyed our ſelves to Sitting, as to 
Eating. But it is neither ſo, nor ſo. He 
* fate; hee commanded not us to fit. He 
gave Bread, and commanded us to ow 
x ct 


\ 
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Let me adde; He bad bis Diſciples to doe it . 
in remembrance of Him, and bis Paſſiou much 


Remembrance, or Memorial is to laſt, till 
Chrift come again, as the Apoſtle tels us. 
1 Cor. 11. 26. And Conſequentſy, the con- 
mand binds the Church until his ſccond 


comming, at the World's End. 


6. To thcſe1 (hall adde the Teſſimony 


ola Noble Frenchman „a great Enemy to 


the Superſtitions of Rome, and as Famous 


for his Pen, as he was tor his Sword, It ĩs 


Philip Mornay du Pleſſis , in his Book ofthe 


Maſſe, wrote on purpoſe to conſute the Po- 
piſh Errours in this Point. viz: lib. 14 
y 


pag. 732:where we find him cafil 
guiſhing thus, upon Saint Ambroſes words. 
Adoramus in Myſteriis, non Myſteria: in Sa- 
cramentis , non Sacramenta : Creatorens in 
Creaturà S antificata, non ipſam Creaturam: 
that is, We adore at the Myſteries, not 
ct he Myſteries themſclves;at the Sacraments, 
ce not the Sacraments themſclves ': the 
& Creatour in the Creature which is ſanKis 
ee fied, not the Creature it ſelſe. 

7. Yea, Mr. Cartwright himſelfe the firlt 


Great Champion of the Non Confor miſts, in " 


his firſt Reply. pag. 131,13 23! acknowlepe 
again and ande Sitting at the Commu» 


nion 


* 
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nion is not Neceſſary. And though he ſay, 
that kneeling is Dangerous; he ſaith not, It is 


unlawful. Now, if it be confeſſedly lawful, 


even in his Judgment, who was the firft great 
Stickler againſt the Ceremonies of the Church, 
methinks, all ſhonld conforme to that Praiſe 
which hath been ſo generally received a- 
mongſt us, fince the Reformation; and 
obey lawful Authority , when it is thereby 


commanded, As for the Danger, pretended | 


to be feared ; may not it be juſtly eſteemed, 
a Feare, where no Feare is? when the very 
ſame Authority which commands kneeling 


at the Sacrament , forbids the Adoration of 
the outward fignes or Elements, and open- 
y declares irc ſelſe againſt the Romiſn Do- 


Arine of Tranſubſtantiation ? 

- Having thus ſhewen the Judgment, and 
Practiſe of moſt Chriſtian Churches through- 
out the World, as touching the Geſture u- 
ſed at the receiving of the Sacrament; toge- 


ther with the Opinions, and Teſtimonies, . 


both of the Auncient Fathers, and ſome Mo- 


derne Divines: My next work ſhall be, to 


draw ſome Obſervations from thoſe Hiſto- 


rical Paſſages, which may ſerve to juſtify the 


Praiſe of the Church of England in this Par- 
ticular. To which I ſhall add ſome other 


Reaſons 


i 
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Reaſons; drawen partly from Scripture- 


Grounds,partly from the nature of the Duty, 


or Service, which this Geſture doth accom- 


pany. 


1. Though it be not cleare in the Goſpel, 
what Geſture our Saviour, and his Apoſtles 
uſed at the receiving of the Sacrament , yet 
that which they uſed at the Eating of the 
Paſſeover-is expreſly ſet down, viz; lying, or 
leaning on Couches, according to the Cu- 
ſtome of the Fewiſh Church at that Time; 


which they thought fit to conforme unto, 
without the leaſt Scruple, or Affectation of 
Singularity, So did they likewiſe in ſinging 


of the Hymne after Supper, and other Cir- 


cumſtantĩals, which were then generally pra- 


Kiſed, and en joyned by the Sanedrin, though 


without any expreſs Command of God 


them. And all this, that they might not give- 


Juſt cauſe of offence, whereof our Saviour 
was very tender, where the thing enjoyned, 
or uſed,was not abſolutely ſinful, or extream- 
ly ſcandalous; yea, though ſometimes he was 


not obliged therto in ſtrict Juſtice ; as ap- 


| pears in the Caſe of paying the Tribute-mo- 


ny, Mat. 17. 24: which although he was not 
bound to, as himſelfe proteſted unto Peter, 
yet rather, than give offence in ſo ſmal a mat» 
n G ant 
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ter, he bad Peter diſcharge it for them Both, - 


and wrought a miracle to that purpoſe. Now 
though our Saviour, and his Apoſtles uſe: 
that Geſture at the Paſſover, which was then 
nerally, praftiſed in the Jewiſh Church; yet 
they could not be ignorant, that it was a dit- 
ferent one from that commanded by God , 
and practiſed by his People at the firſt 


Inſtitution of that Feaſt; for that was 


Standing, as appeares clearly enough 


by comparing the Circumſtances ſet dowue, 


Exod, 12, 11, 28: which cannot agree 
with fitting, or lying down, but with 
ſanding only. But Philo's words are ex- 
preſs., who tels us the Iſraelites were com- 


- manded to celebrate the Pafſeover in Egypt, 


having their loynes girt, <xauves, N Tayios 
dec ei Tels wel, and ſtanding on their feet in 
4 ſteady poſture. A Geſture ſuited to the pre- 


ſent Exigent , when they were to be ready 


for an haſty march out of Ægypt. | See Philo 


de Sacrif: Cainis & Abelis. Maimon: in Cor- 


ban Peſach: cap, 10. S. 15. Babyl. Talm, | 


in Peſachim, cap. This Bez4 oli 
alſo informes us of, as the general Opinion 


of the Fewiſh Dofours, in his Annot : upon | 


Mat. 26.20. Jubet Dominus Agnum à ftans 


tibus calceatis, & ad iter accinais, cum fefti- 


natione comedi. Exod, 12. 11. Sciendum eſt 
igitur, | 
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igitur, illa, ut & mandatum de Poſtibus, & 
75 minari ædim ſanguine aſpergendis, 
ad illam unicam noctem pertinuiſſe, qua fuit 
Iſraelitis quam celerrime ex Ægypto migran- 
dum. Quod ſummo conſenſu Dotjores omnes 
Hebræorum teffantur. That is, The Lord 
© commands the Paſchal Lambe to be eaten 
& im haft, by ſuch as ſtood, were ſhod, and 
ce their loynes girt for their Journey: Ex. 12. 
411. Ve maſt know thereſore, that theſe Cir - 
* camſtances, together with the Command 
« of ſprinkling the Doorepoſts, and lintels of 
© their houſes with Bloud, belonged to chat 
c“ night only, wherein the Iſraelites were to 
« depart haftily out of 3 all the 
Hebrew DoRours teſtiſie with one Con- 
« ſent, Met hinks, chis Conformity of our Sa- 
viour, and his Apoſtles to the Cuſtome then 
received by the Jewiſh Church, though with- 
out any particular warrant, or Command 
of God, under the law , yea contrary to the 


Geſture uſed by the Iſraelites at the firſt Cę- 


lebration, by God's particular In junction; 
(che one, being a Poſture of Haſt, or moti- 
ons the other, of Reſt) ſhould be looked on, 
as the beſt Patterne of Imitation ſor all Chri- 
ftians at this Day , that in ſuch indifferent 
Things, as theſe, they ſhould readily con- 

"0. forme, 
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forme, and apply themſelves to the Practiſe 
of the Church wherein they live , eſpecially 
when determined, and en joyned by law- 
ful Authority, leaſt otherwiſe they 
chance to incurre the Guilt of Scandal, and 


Schiſme, and Diſobedience to their Sape- | . 


riours. 


2. The Apoſtle ſharply taxeth the Corin- 


„ thians, 1 Cor 11 : for their unſeemly Car- 


' riage at the receiving of the Lord's Supper, 
becauſe they uſed the ſame freedome, and - 
boldneſs thereat, as at their ordinary meales, 


in their own Houſes; whereas they ought 
to have made a great difference between the 
one, and the other. He tels them, they might 
uſe a liberty at home, but when they came 


+ into the houſe of God, they ought to confi» | 


der in whoſe Preſence they were, to what 
Table they approached ; and what an holy 
food they were there to be made Partakers 
of. Elſe, they ſhould be juſtly accounted 
Deſpiſers cf the Houſe of God, the 


Church , unfit, and unwelcome Gueſts at 


his Table, and unworthy Communicants, 
ſach as diſcerned not the Lord's Body from 
their common Food---Have ye not 


eate , and to drink imor deſpiſe ye the Church 


ouſes to | 


of I. 
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of God? verſi22. He that eateth, and drink. 
eth unworthily , eateth and drinketh Damna: 
tion (or Judgment) to himſelſe, not diſcer- 
ning the Lord's Body. verſ. 29. Now this 
may well ſerve to awaken all ſober Chri- 
ſtians to a due regard of their Carriage at 
this holy Sacrament , that ſo a viſible Diffe- 
rence _ appear in their Behaviour at This, 

e taking of their common Food ; 
leaſt they give too juſt an Occaſion unto o- 
thers (who obſerve them) to think, that 
they value, and honour the One, no more 
than the other; and, which is worſe,induce 
the ruder Sort (who judge by what they 
ſee) to eſteem the Sacrament accordingly, 


1 We have had too many,and too ſad inftances 
of this Indifferency in ſeveral Places, where 

ſitting hath been of late years in uſe amongſt 
us. And I] have been informed by ſome 


Eyc- witneſſes , that in Holland (the only 
forreigne Church, in a manner, where 
this Geſture is practiſed) this Abuſe is too 
too frequent; and though taken notice of, 
and inveighed againſt by the Miniſters , yet 


' Without effect; fo powerful an Influence 
hath this Cuſtome upon them. They there: 


fore who ſo carneſtly plead for this Geſture, 


might do well to conſider, and apply to 


G 3 chemſelves 
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theniſclves that Charge of the Apofile, which 
they fo frequently urge againſt the Ceremo- 
nies of the Church, Abſtaine from all appe a- 
rance of Evil. 1 Tbeſſ. 5, 22: and, the 
Inftance of Sitting at meat in the Idols Tem- 
? , Whereby the weak and ignorant were | 
Degrees imboldened to cate Things facri- 
ficed unto Idols, in honour of thoſe Idols. 
x, This preſumptions knowledge, and over-free 
walk ofTheirs,becomming a ſtumbling- block 
to the weak and Ignorant, 1 Cor. S. 9, 10, 11. 
Nov, they ſtumbled in giving too much ho—- 
nour to a falſe God; Ours, in giving too little | 
honour to the True. That auncient Father 
Fuſtin Martyr tels us, what value the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians put upon the Lord's Supper. 
O 3Þ dg xerrdy Ager, dd u win Tabla 
AeuCdveuer, AAA! oy pre Sid Ab bed cap - 
eren, *Inous Xe & rie ind, 
Cipxa x; du dd ou]ucia; nuay box a. s Jus 
y Thy Ji ide Abys ty Tae” dun une 
Nomy T&gphv., 15 Is dlue x dem xaſa a- 
Condy Tpipor]au nec v, ic Ty onpremeryFirſes 
Ind dna, g A flifdy One ra. 
That is, We doè not receive theſe, as common 
Bread, and Drink, , but as Feſus Chriſi our 
Saviour was incarnate by the word of God,and | 8 
took fleſh, and bloud, for our Salvation; ſo we 
ave tanght that the food which was conſecrated 
by him through the Prayer of the Word, and by 


which 
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which, being converted into our Snbſtance, our 
fleſh, and bloud are nouriſhed, are the very fleſh, 
and bloud of that incarnate Jeſus, Saint Aug: 
comes ſomewhat more home, when expoun- 
ding thoſe wordes of the Apaſtle, 1 Cor, 11. 
29:he thus faith,-- Apoſtolus indigne dicit ac- 
ceptum ab eis, qui hoc non diſcernebant 2 cete- 
ris Cibi, Veneratione fingulariter debitd.-Tbe q. 
Apoſtle ſaith , the Sacrament was unworthily 
received by them, who diſcerned (er diffe= 
renced ) it not from other meates, by a vene- 
| rationpeculiarly due to it. Therefore, in his 
judgment, it was to be received with a Ge- 
ſture different from that which we uſc at 
our ordinary Meales; alſo, with ſuch a Ge- 
ſture as expeſſeth Veueration, or Worſhip; wad 
and ſuch an one, is kneeling. 
The Primitive Church ſtudiouſly avoĩ- 
Jed that Geſture at the receiving of the Sa- „ 
crament., which they uſed at their ordi- 
nary meales, as thinking it not reverent 
enough; and, to put a diſtinction between 
their ſpiritual, and their corporal Repaſt, be- 
tween the Service of God, and the Serving 
emſclves at Table. Whence that aun- 
cient Canon of the Council of Laodicea, con- 
; firmed many yeeres after, and revived in the 
Council of Trullo, whereby the lying upon 
G 4 Couches 
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Couches at the Communion , and the love- 
feafts which accompanied it, was abſolutely 
forbidden in the Church , becauſe that was 
the ordinary ſupper -· poſture in thoſeEafterne 
Countries, Tertullian indeed (peaking of the 
love-feafts, which followed the Euchariſt , 
tels us that the Chriſtians of his Time uſed a 
Supper-poſture at them. Apolog:cap. 39. Non 


prius diſcumbitur,quam orat io ad Deum pre- 


guſtetur, &c. Before we fit | or lie | downe, 
we pray unto God, Kc. and a little after-- 
que oratio convivium dirimet--Prayer likę- 
iſe ends the Feaſt. But he tells us not, 
that this was done in the Church, much leſs, 
that they uſed the ſame Gefture at the Com- 
muuion, which preceded it. Yea, he elſ- 
where ſaith, that it was different from it; 


when he mentioneth-- Stationem ad aram 


Dei, in qua Dominus adoratur, & ſacrificio- 
rum orationes ſiunt · Standing at the Altar of 
God, where the Lord is adored, and ſuch 
Prayers are made as belong to the Sacrifices. 
Now ftanding, we know, was never uſcd,or 
accounted for a Supper-poſture, And if 


fitting had been neceſſary, how durſt the. 
Primitive Church change it into ſtanding? 


the example whereof is fo invidiouſly urged 
againſt the preſent cuſtom of the Church of 
England, 4. The 


* 
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4. The Qhrrch of Chriff always looked 


upon the C 
Receiving is a part) as à principal part of 
Divine Worſhip, wherein her Children re- 
newed their Covenant with God, and offered 
up themſelves an holy living Sacrifice, which 
is our reaſonable Service--- We profeſs to 
yeeld the unbloody Service in the Church .of 
God, and to partake of the Myftical Bleſſings, 
and by that means to be ſanctiſied, as being 
made to communicate: of the Holy Fleſh, 
and Precious Bloud of Cbriſt the Saviour of 
all. Cyr. Ep. ad Neſtorium. Ad: Conc: Epbeſ: 
Tom: i. c. 14. Nos ſervitutem, que Alea di- 
citur, Grec? , ſroe in quibuſdam Sacramentis, 
five in nobis ipſis debemus. Aug: de Civ: Dei: 
lib. 10. c. 4. That is, © we owe Ser vice ta 


munion- Service ( whereof the 


& God, which the Greeks call axÞpve , part- | 


«ly in the Sacraments , partly in our own 
ce Perſons. And Calvin. Inft, 1.4. c. 14. f. l. 
defines a Sacrament , Teſtimonium Divine in 
nos gratie, externo ſigno confimatum,cum mu- 
tu notre erga ipſum Pietatis teftificatione. 
That is, A Teſtimony of God's favour to us, 


2 A irmed by an outward ſigne, with a mutual 


witneſſing of our Duty towards bim. Indeed, 
this offering up of our Selves , (which is 
moſt ſolemnly done in the ns," — 

rac 
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the truc and daily Sacrifice e Chriſtian 
+ Church, the Myſtical Body of ¶Miſt thus of- 
ſering up her Selfe by Chriſt her bigh- Prieſt, l 
and Head, unto God the Father , as Chriſt 
once offered up himſelſe to the ſame Father 
for his Bod), the Church, Now in ſuch a pu- 
* plique and ſolemne worſhip, as this, the 4- 
doration of the Body muſt needs goe alo 
with the Devotion of the Soule; elſe, it wi 
be lame and imperfect. Wee ſhall ſhew our 
ſelves aſhamed of God and deny to profeſs 
him before men. God giveth grace to the 
humble, but refiſteth the Proud; and will 
not vouchſafe to accept ought of ours, un- 
If we firſt offer up our Soules, and Bodies 
entirely to him. The Primitive CH 4 
therefore conſtantly - uſed the ſame lowly, 
and reverential Geſture at the receiving of 
the Sacrament, which they did at the Pray- 
ers that accompanied it; whether Standing, 
( as on the Lord's Day, and all Dayes of pu- | 
blique Aſſemblies between Eaſter and Whit= | 
ſontide) or kneeling , as on other Dayes. | | 
And when the Weſtern Churches thought! 
good to turn ſtanding into kneeling at all |. i 
publick Prayers, on what Day ſoever, they 
uſed the ſame lowly Geſture at the receiving #3 
of the Sacrament;and the Chancel,or — 
where 
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where the Communion was celebrated, was 
called, by way of Eminency, The Place of 
Prayer. Certainly then, a Prayex-Geſture is 
moſt proper for this part of Divine Service. 
All thoſe therefore, who think kneeling a fit 
poſture for Prayer, and praftice it at other 
parts of the Publick, Service, cannot with 
any reaſpn refuſe to uſe it at the receiving 
of the Sacrament; unleſs they will contra- 
di& the Judgment,and condemn the praRice 
of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages. 
5. When the Church ancicntly uſed ſtand- 
ing in Divize Service on the Lords Days, as 
the moſt proper Gefture whereby to teftifie * 
their Belief in the Reſurrection of Chrift, 
vet when the Communicaxts approached un- 
to the holy Table to receive the Sacrament, 
they uſed conſtantly to expreſs their Thank · 
fulneſs,and Reverence in a Geſture of Ado- 
ration, by bowing their Faces and Bodies to 
the Ground; wherein as they ſhewed their 
ow Humility, ſo they ſhewed withall their 
gh eſteem of the Heavenly Gift, which 
there, and then God vouchſaſed to beſtow 
1. 9» ſo unworthy Receivers ; which ſerves. 
"for a good Pattern to us at this Day, that 
we exprcſs the ſame Reverence by a like Ge- 
ſture of Adoration» And ſeeing that 2 
the 
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the Weſtern Churches, and ours in | reg ar, | 
uſually expreſſeth the a& of Adoration by 
kneeling, what fitter Geſture, then that for 
this bah end ſolemn Service. 8 
6. The far greater part of the Proteſtant 
X - Churches at this day, receive the Sacrament | | 
kneeling ; and thoſe who receive it ſtanding, | * 
when they receive, make a reverential Bow | | 
at their approach to the Holy Table, As | | 
for Sitting, the Geſture which is ſo much 
contended for, and affected by our Non- 
Conſormiſts, it was never heard of in 
the Chriſtian Church, till of late years, and 
then uſed but by one Forreign Church (that 
of Holland) which goeth under the name 
of Reformed. Whoſe practice herein, ſure 
no wiſe, and ſober Chriſtian will eſteem ſo 
conſiderable, as to judge it ſhould give law 
to all the reſt. Were it not far more equĩta- 
ble of the two, that this (ſhould rather con- 
ſorm ro the ma jor part? as thoſe few 
+ Churches in the Primitive Age, which kept 
Eaſter on the Fourteenth Day of the Firſt 


month, on whatſoever day of the Week it |] 
fell (though they had Apoſtolical T . 
| 
: 


W — 
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for it) yet for Peace and Orders ſake, readi 
conformed to the greater number, whic 
kept it always on the Lords Day, as it was ; 
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generally agreed on in the firſt general Conn. 
cil held at Nice. 

7. Thoſe few Churches and Divines which 
commend ſitting, as the firteſt Geſture, or X. 
diſlike kneeling at the Communion, neithee - 
think that. neceſſary, nor this unlawful, 
They commend fitting as that which they 
ſuppoſe moſt conſonant to the Primitive 
Practice, and to the nature of a Snpper. 
| The groundleſneſs of which conceit hath 
been in part demonſtrated; and ſhall be tar 
ther. And they miſlike kneeling meerly for 
the danger, or ſcandal thereof, as that which 
| they think countenancerh the Romiſh:Atlos 

4 of the Hoaſt, and confirms the Papiſts 
- In their Idolatry, and Superſtition. Now i 
| this. Reaſon might paſs for tolerable, and | 

be allowed at firſt, whilſt ſuch Adorations 
were in daily view to provoke the Refor» 
mers, or at leaſt freſh in y,and the Pro- 
ple newly weaned from ſuch Superfliei 
ſo as to make fome few Cbirebes and D 
to lean unto the other extrrame yet it cun- 
not be rightly judged to have — 

de at this day when the People generals 
iy (eſpecially t 


oſe wWhO © they e 
are ſo far from Popery;that they are 
apace into Prophaneneſc,” and W 
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and contempt of Divine Service. How many 
be there amongſt us, who have neglected 
the very ſubſtance of the Duty, in not re- 
ceiĩving the Sacrament for many years ? 
how many, who think themſelves above the 
Ordinance ? Yea, many, who deny the 
whole myſtery of our Redemption, by en- 
tertaining old Hereſies concerning our Savi | 

our ; whoſe death is therein comme- 
motated, and the Benefits thereof 

ied unto the worthy Communicants. - 
8 for our firſt Reformert, they were 
ſo far from thinking ic ſcandalous to re- 
taine kneeling at the Sacrament , that th 
did it on purpoſe to avoid the ſcandal, { 
which otherwiſe would have been given to 
_ the Papi/ts, and to ſtop their blaſphemous | | 
mouths, who: vilificd the Sacrament given | 
in dur Church, with the odious, and igno- 
mimous Names of .Bakers Bread, Vintners 
Mues, Profane Element,, Ale-cakes, and 
fadk like reproachful Terms. Wherefore to 
teſliſi their daeefteem thereof (the Brea: 
ni beiug conſecrated to fo bleſſed, 
a ufc, as: is the.Communion' of titt 
and” Boum of Chriſt ) and repel the 
of ſuch virulent Tongues, they 
ahovght fit to ſhew their inward regard of 


it, 


* 


{ 


— 
— 


| — of the contrary Herehes of Praxecs, 


' countenancing of their error, to 
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it, by their outward: Reverence in Kneeling, 


not eſſentially, as his daily food ; but acci- 
dentally, becauſe of his preſent Infirmity s 
ſo 3 preſcribed, as a neceſſary Ge. 


ſture at the receiving of the Comte 


- partly to vindicate the Charch from the 


flanders of the Papiſts; partly to or 
prevent the irreligious Behaviour of | the 
Profane . And the ſame prudent courſe 
did the Church of Chriſt take in the anch- 
5 times, at that other Sacrament of 

tiſme 3 wherein ſhe firſt uſed a threefold im- 


| merfion, 55 an Apoſtolical Tradition, to ex- 


preſs her Faith in the Trinity, and her De- 


Hermogenes, and Sabelliur. But when the 
Arians afterwards abuſed this Rite to tlie 
uching the 
diverſity of eſſence amongſt the threePer ſors, 
the Orthodox Chriſtians, to fhew their diſs 
like thereok, uſed a fingle Immerſion 3 yet 
not condemning the other, So Greg. the 
Grea and Conc. Tol. 4: Can. 5. When . 
iſme was — the Cburch freely 
- * one or other, as they t 
. $0 


nion, 


| Thus, as Phyſick is neceflary for the Patient, * 


though ſome few Churches thought x 
fit to uſe ſtanding, or fitting at the Comm 
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nion, in the beginning of the Reformation, 


the Adoration of the Hoaſt being then freſh 
in memory, the better to avoke the People 


from it, and to ſhew their own. Abhorrence 


of it. Vet now, on the rooting out of Po- 
2 and the ſetling of the Reformation for 


many years, che caſe is much altered. It 


is a good Rule in the law, Cauſd ſublatà, 


tolli conſtitut ianem ex cauſa ills ortam . That | 
the cauſe being taken away , the conſtitution 


_ grownded thereon; ſinks with it. The Cbirur- 


* 


.geox deals otherwiſe with a foule ſore, then 
with'a wound that is come to Agglutinati - 
an, How much. more reaſon is there to re- 
tuin hureliug amongſt us, who have had it 
appoiosted by our firſt Refor mers, and ſound 


ever ſince, until theſe late un- 


it continu 
py Diſtractions, wherein we have wel- 


r with the Ceremonies. 


8. The Proteſtaut - Churches of Poland,, 
though differing in ſore othor Particulars, 
yet when they met together at ſeveral Times 
and Places, to agree (amongſt other Poigts, J.- 


which they acenunted either moſt mater fa 
dd moſt feizible) upon ſome-uniforme or» 


ger in the receiving of the Sacramemzihougu © 
ihey permitted Sᷣtand ing chereat, ta ſome off 't 


c* JA the 


| 


nigh oft the Very Subſtance of Religion, to- N 


. 


' 
' 
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f 
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| the Helvetick Confeſiox, who had been anci- | 
ently uſed to ic (for thoſe of the Auguſtane, 


gb 
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and Bobemick, always communicated kueel- 
ing) and could not ſo ſoon or ſo cafily be 
induced to break their old Cuſtom; yet 
they abſolutely condemned fitting. The 


Reaſons 'whereof are remarkable, and toy 
be well heeded by us of this diſtracted Na- 
tion, whoſe caſe, and condition duth fo 


near reſemble Theirs. 1. They tell us, 
that none ſcrupled at kweeling, but tlie ſim- 
plet and more ignorant ſort. 2. That ſome 
affected ſitting out of aà fooliſh miſtake; 


and 3 of imitating Chriſt therein. 
3. T 


. That this Geſture of fitting was contra 
ry to the Praiſe of the Evangelical Cburcb- 


es throughout Europe. 4. That it was in- 


troduced by the Arianizing Anabdptiſis, 


1 who revolted from them, and fell into ſe- 
veral Blaſphemous. Errors, touching the 


Trinity, and our Bleſſed Saviour, and Hand- 
led Chriſt as rudely and prophancly, as they 
did his Sacrawents, by ſetting themſelves in 


he ſame Throxe with him, as if they had 


been his Equals and therefore it was fit to 


de left unto them, as a marke of Diſtinctt- 


on, whereby they might be diſcerned from 
the Orthodox Profeſſors. I would to God, * 


— 
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Mr. Archer, the late Chiliaſt, hath the ſame 


had not too much Ground of ſaying the 
ſame at this Day, when ſo many People a- 
mongſt us, have been dra tin away and miſ- 
led into ſeveral Blaſphemous Errour (touch · 
ing Chriſt eſpecially, and the Trivity) and 
are like to continue therein, and increaſe in 
number, as long as they ſee ſuch Unconſor - 
miy,and Diſobedience in ſeveral of the Mi 
Riſtery., For how can we think, in any Rea» 
ſon, to reduce theſe SeFaries unto the Unity 
of the Faith, whilſt ſo many amongſt us 
break the Unity af che Church ; and can 
neither accord with their Bretbren, nor | 


obey their Superiors? Our Arguments will 

deed little; and aur Iba; leſs. Were 
it aot far better, after the example of theſe. 

Polonign-Churches, to 0 unto 'the | 
Sedaries, as a Character of difference, leaft 
otherwiſe we ſeem ta countenance them in 
their Errors ? Eſpecially, when that fancy oſ 
reigning with Chr: here upon Earth, hath 
ſo ftrongly poſſeſſed many of their Brains, 
that ic hath ſet them upon deſperate pro- 
1 2 to make good, and fulfill their Dreams, 
1 hope that I ſhall not be thought to ſpeak 

without Reaſon, when I have told you, chat 


Ground for ſitting at the Comminion, wh 
ben N Would 
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would have it then uſed, as a Badge, and 
Coprizanice of Chriſtians believing in Cbriſts 
promiſe of coming to Reign on this Earth 
again, and to take them into a familiar,and 
a kind of equal. Converſation with him; 
which Conteic of his, methinks, may not 
be unſitly daſht by that Check of Avguftus, 
which he gave to one who entertained him 
meanly, I did not think that you, and I had 
been ſo familiar. It is worthy alſo our ob» 
ſervation, that as the multiplying of Sede, 
and Herefies in Polau, was the unhappy 
fru of the Diſſenſion of thoſe Churebes, 
- (eſpecially about the matter of the Sacra 
ment) ſo it proved the happy occaſion of u- 
hiring; them tagether. God grant, we may 
learn wit by their example. 97 
22 nature 2 wry ml 
requi ie moſt hu a 
reneremill — For im the receiving of 
this / Sacrament, we are made Par- 
takers of all the Beneus of Chrifts. Death, 
and Paſſion, which therein are conveyed un- 
to os, and thereby applied. We therein al- 
ſo offer up our ſelves, botti Souls, and Bo- 
des, with all that we have, or arc, unto 
God, iu the nature of a Peace · offering, or 
Sacrifice of Thavkſgiving, for the many 
Sr H 2- great 
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great unſpeakable Benefits, beſtowed upon 
us through Chriſt, when he offered up him- 
ſelf unto his Father a Propitiatory Sacrifice 
upon the Crofs. Therein we reccive a Par- 
don of our Sins paſt; Power to ſubdue 


Corruptions, and overcome Temptations 


for the time to come 5 Peace of Conſcience 
arifing from Both, and a certain Pledge: of 


our Reſurrection to a Life Eternal. Do not 


all theſe, do not any of theſe, require as 


much Humility, as Thankfulneſs ? And is it 


not fit to expreſs that Humility(cſpecially,in 


the Publick Service, where God is moſt ho- 


nodred,and requires us to honour him in the 


eyes of men) by the lowlieſt demeanour, there- 


Dy to ſhew, and teſtifie our inward Devotion 
If we were to receive a Pardon, or any con- 


®-Gderable-favour from an earthly Prince, 


we would not make the leaſt ſcruple to re- 
ceive it kxeeling;. but rather condemn any 
one. of unſufferable Pride, and Arrogancy, 
Folly, and Ingratitude, who ſhould think 


much to uſe that humble Geſture. Nay, if | 
we were but admitted to kiſs the Kings 
Hand, we would rcadily kneel to receive ſo 
calic, ſo ordinary a Favour. Children uſe | 
the like Geſture, when they aske:their Pa-J, 
rents Bleſſing; and when a Subjeũ doth Ho». 
mage to his Prince, he performes it with 


the 
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the fame Reverence. Shall we then doubt, or 
deny to perform the ſame, when we receive a x 
Pardon from the Great King of Heaven and 
Earth, the King of Kings, ſcaled unto us in 
this Sacrament ? When we receive the Gift 
of Eternal Life, conveyed unto us by Chrift, 
of whom we are therein made Partakers ? 
When alſo we do ſolemn homage unto our 
Lord, and Saviour, by devoting our ſelves 
whollyto his Service, who „ On ot him- 
(elf a Sacrifice to God for our Salvation? Sure, 
there is ſtrength in this Argument, if either 
Reaſon, or Religion may be judge. For thus 
God himſelf argues with his People by the 
* Ff Malachi. A Son hondureth his Father, 
aud @ Servant his Maſter. If then I be aF ather, * 
where is mine bonour ? aud if I be a Maſter, 
; where is my fear? Te ſay, the Table of the Lord 
is contemptible. And if ye offer the Blind for 
Sacrifice, is it not evil? And if ye offer the 
lame, aud the ſick, is it not evil ? offer it 
now unto thy Governor, Will he be 2 | 
with thee, or accept thy perſon, 2 Lord 
of Hoſts ? Te brought that which was torne, 
and the lame and the ſick, Tbus ye brought an 
Offering; Sbould T accept this of your Hand, 
ſaith the Lord? I am à Great King, ſaith 
Ibe Lord of Hoſts, and ny name is 1 
| H | | u 
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ful among the Heathen, Mal. 1. 6, 7, 8; 
1 5 14. ; 

. And if we look upon Scripture-Patternes, 
wie ſhall find that the moſt eminent Saints 
and Servants of God have uſed the lowlieſt 
Geſtures on any of theſe Occaſions, and 
that not only unto God in Perſon, but to his 
Deputies alſo who repreſented him; to his 


Princes, Preiſts, and Prophets. When Abigail 


came to aske pardon of David, for her hus- 
band Nabal, ſhe bowed ber ſelfe ts the Ground, 
and fell at bis feet, 1 Sam. 25. 23. Sodid 


Foſepb's Brethren to him, when they were 


caught in a ſuppoſed Theſt. Gen. 44. 14. 


Yea, ſo did Abſalom ( as wicked, and d, 
as he was) upon his returne to his Father. 


1 Sam. 14. 33: when the ſame Abigail would 
expreſs her thanks to David for ſignifying by 
his Meſſengers his intention of marrying 
her, ſhe uſed the fame Geſture. 1 Sam. 25. 
41. The like uſed Abrabam to the Hittites, 
when they granted him the Sepulobre he pe- 
titioned for. Gen. 23.12. Sq, did Jacob: Gen. 


Jeboſapbat alſo, and his People, on 


47. 31. 
Zoe | Newes. 2 Ebron. 20, 18. When Jo- 


epb brought his Sons to be bleſt, he thus ex · 
preſt his Deſire, Gen. 48. 12. Bathſheba, and 


the Prophet Nathan did the like, when they 
petitioned 
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petitioned David, in behalſe of Solomon. 
1 King, 1. 16.23. Jacob, ihus exprefl his 
reſpe& to his Elder Brother Eſan. Gen. 33. 
3. Salomon his Duty to hi l. 


is mother Bat 
ſhebab, I. King. 3. 19. Araunah his homage 
to King David. 2. Sam. 24. ac. How much , 
more Reverence is due, when all theſe meet 
together, as they doe in the Sacrament , 
| in we receive a Pardon, and a Blcfling 
and have our Intercſts in the Kingdome 
Heaven renewed and confirmed to us where 
in, we offer up thanks- giving for the grea- 
teſt of Favours; petition the great God for 
Grace and Glory in behalſe of our Selves, 
and others; and perform Solemne Homage 
to our Saueraigne Lord and Maſter ? 
But more eſpecially we find theſe lowly 

Geſtures uſed at the Sacrifices. So the Iſrae- X, 
lites, when they bleſſed God thereat , by 
King David's command, 1. Cbron. 29-20. The 
like they did at the firing of the $acrifice 
whereby God's acceptance was fignitied 1 

2 Chron: 7. 3: and 1 King. 18. 39. . Heze» 
kiab alſo, and his People, at the ſolemne Sacri- 
fice. ' 2 Chrom. 29. 29, 30. Now, in the Sa, 
crament, there is nat only a lively repreſen» 
tation, and a grateſul Commemoratioq; . of 
that great eee Ghrift offered up- 

f 4 * 
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on the Croſs for our Redemption, ( where- 
of all theſe were but 'imperfe& Types, and 
. Shadowes) but alfo an effectual Application 
of all the Benefits thereof, unto every worthy 
Communic ant. Tberein alſo we offer up 
unto God all that we have, or are, the Sacri- 


fices of Praiſe, and Almes, as the ApoFle cals 
them, Heb. 13.15, 16. Our Bodies alſo, 
and our Soules. And have we not reaſon to 
uſe the ſame lowly Geſtures at the time, 


when ſo manifold a Sacrifice is offered up 
unto God ? 2 


Eſpecially ; when we find ſeveral Prophe- 
cies of theſe Geſtures to be uſed towards 
our Saviour , which ſure we cannot preſent 
him with at a fitter Time, than when ſo ſo- 
lemne a Service is performed to him I bave 


ſworne by my ſelfe, that unto me every knee 
ſhall bow. Iſa 45. 23: which the Apoſtle ap- 
plies unto our Saviour. Rom. 14. 11. They 


that dwell in the wilderneſs, ſhall bow before | 
bim--Tea, all Kings ſhall fall down before bim. 
Pſal. 7 2. 9,11. Every knee muſt bow, none 


excepted, Not the vileſt, and moſt barba- 


rous, thoſe in the Wilderneſs; not the high-. 
eſt amongſt men, to whom all others bow; 


Kings are not exempted. All then are 


comprehended and obliged to this Service; 
| 1 except 


r r 
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except we intend by refractory Irreverence 


to contadi@ thoſe Prophecies, and nulliſie 


them as far, as lies in us, | 

10. The moſt proper Geſture for Prayer 
is kneeling, as that which is the moſt hum 
ble and devout. And this Geſture is recom- 
mended to our imitation by the moſt emj- 
nent perſons, and the moſt exemplary Pat- 
terns in both Teſtaments. By King Solomon, 


and by Ezre a famous Prieft, under the 


Law: by Saint Peter, and Saint Paul, the 


5 


a great Prince; by Daniel, a great Prophet; 


two great Apoſtles; by Saint Stephen, the 


firſt Martyr 3 and by Chrift himſelf, the 


great Pattern of Perfection under the Goſ- 


del. Neither is this denied by the Non- 

ing at Pray - 
ers, both by their Judgment, and Practice, 
at other times. For though there be too 
many at this day, who are ſo wretchedly 


carelels and irreverent, as to fit at them; yet 
I hope there is ſcarce any of them ſo ſtrange· 
hy impudent, as to plead for fitting at Pray= 


ers, as the moſt fitting Geſture, or to con» 


denn 1275 Now it is moſt clear, that 
. in our Churc 


of England, the very ſame 
Authority, which enjoyns the Communic ant 


to kneel at the receiving of the Sacraments 


enjoyns 
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en joyns the Miniſter, | who gives it, to deli- 
ver it with a Prayer; and which is more, 
the Receiver is to teſtiſie his afſent to that 
— by ſaying Amen, at the cloſe, accords | 
to the ancient Cuſtom of the Church. | 
5 is is atteſted, not only by thoſe antient 
Conſtitutions, which go under the name of 
the Apoſtles, but alſo by Cyril of Feruſalem, 
for the Eaſt; and by Saint Auguſtine for 
_ the'YYeft, as the practice, and general uſage 
of the Chriſtian Church, Conſt, Apoſt, lib. 
8. cap. 12. thus dire eth the Service- 
"0 irn bre Wr Tlegopepan, abyay, 
ge Apps tl J here age of , Api. 
76 ToTheww, ao 


185 — = py Neis. TeTyerer Cong 
Are a8347, Air. That is, Let the 


Biſhop give the Oblation {of Bread ſaying, 
hy Bo of Chrift ; and let bim 2 1 


3 


eth it, ſay Amen, Then the Deacon having 
taken the Cup, and delivering it, let him ſay, 
Bloud + Chriſt, the Cup of Life ; and 
75 him that drinketb, ſay Amen. Cyrill of 
Feruſ uſalem tells ys the ſame, in bis Inſtructi- 
Ther the Communicant, Orat: Myfteg. 5% „5/4. 
e Place before cited aixx 7 7 
15% iοτ⁰ο 73 Auir, Eire reset 
e ruele 1 Liuare:, xUTTOY, N 1 Tebus 
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That is, Receive the Body of Chriſt, ſaying 
withal, Amen. Then K to receive the 
Cup of | Chrifts | Bloud, bowing thy ſelf, and 
ſaying, Amen, after the manner of Divine 
Worſhip, and Adoration. Saint Auguſtine 
alſo witneſſeth for his time, ſaying Vniverſs 
Eccleſia accepto ſanguine.Chriſti, dicit, Amen; 
That is, The Univerſal Church at the recetu- 
ing of the Bloud of Chriſt, ſaith, Amen. $0 
be Reſp. ad qu. Orofii, 49. Methinks,they 
who ſcruple not to kneel at other Prayers, * - 
ſhauld make as little queſtion to kneel at 
this ; which though a very ſhort one, is a 
very ſolemn, and material one: eſpecially, 
when at the ſame time, if they really be 
fuch devout Receivers, as they would beg 
thought to be, they lik up their Hearts in 
ſecret Prayer and Praiſe untq Gad; in Praiſe, 

for the great Benefits there beſtowed, Cbriſi, 
and his Merits ; and in Prayer, for. a Bleſſing 

upon the Sacrament, that it may proye e- 
ſectual to thoſe ends for which God appoint» 
ed it, and that themſelves may for the fu- 
ture walk in ſome meaſure anſwerable to fa 

great and undeſerved mercics, Sure, kneeling ., 

. vill beſt ſuĩt both with that publick Prayer 

of the Minifer, and this pri vate one of the 

Receiver, as that which beſt expreſſeth . 

18 
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his Humility, and his Thankfulneſs. Now if 
any are pleaſed to cavil that the Miniſter 
who officiates, and pronounceth the Prayer, 
ſtands at the ſame time when the Communi⸗ 
cant is en joyned to kneel, they have as much 
reaſon to except at him, hen he uſeth the 
ſame Geftore at the pronouncing of the 
Bleſſing, which is a like ſhort Prayer; at 
Parents alſo; when they bleſs their Children; 
and at the Prieſts under the Law, who uſed | 
the ſame Poſture when they bleſſed the Peo- 
ple at the Paſſover : 2 Chron. 36.27. Yea 
we read that Jacob ſate upon the Bed, when 
he bleſſed the two Sons of Foſeph in the 
ſame Prayer-Form, Whereas they, with 
their Father Foſeph, received the Bleſſing - 
with a very low Bow. Gen. 48. 2, 12. 

11. The more worthy any Creature, or 
*. Ordinance of God is in ir (elf, or the nearer 

Relation it hath unto God, the more ho- 
nour and reverence is due thereto, So the 
parts of the Tabernacle, and Temple, viz. 
The Court, the Holy Place, and the Holy of 
Holies, had ſeveral Degrees of Holineſs, and 
were regarded accordingly, The Levites 
might officiate in the outward Court; the | a 
Priefis only in that which was called Holy; | c 
the High-Prieft only might enter into _ a 

Holy 


LS 
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Holy of Holies, and that but once a yeare. 
So for the Sacriſices; ſome of them muſt 
pe eaten by any whom the Officer would 
invite ; ſome by the Prieſt alone; and o- 
thers muſt be entirely offered up unto God, 
and conſumed upon the Altar. Now. the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, hath been 
| always accounted the moſt Sacred, and So- 
 f lemn Ordinance of God in the Chriſtian 
I Church, and Chriſt himſelf hath taught us, 
I that his Body and Bloud are therein contain» 
| | ed, and communicated unto us thereby. 
| | Whence it will follow, that we owe a pro- 
| portionable Reverence thereto, and are to 
| { honour God thereat, with the greateſt Hu- 
'- | mility, and Devotion. When the Angel of 
the Lord appearcd in the Buſh, Moſes was 
forbid to approach too near, and com- 
manded to pull off his Shoes, becauſe the 
place,whereon he ſtood, was Holy Ground, « 
Exod. 3.5. Shall we then irrevercatly ap- 

, | proach unto that Table, whereat the Lord of 
Angels is preſent attended by thoſe Heavenl 
| Officers; preſent, in ſo near, ſo ſtrange, ſo 
5 | myſterious a way ? Moſes then hid his face 
.at that dreadful fight, ver. 6. and ſhall we 
; 


* 


* 


come to the Sacrament with bold Looks, 
and Geſtures, as if we were Chriſts Fellows, 
| a 
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and Equals ? When Jacob ſaw God, but in 
a night-Vifion, he was preſently ftruck up- 
on his waking , with an awful Regard, 
which made him ſay, How dreadful is this 
Plate? this is no other, but the Houſe of God, 
and this is the Gate of Heaven - Gen. 28. 
135 16, 17. Shall not we be alike affected 
at the Sacrament, and ready to expreſs out 
Regard of it, wherein we are admitted, not 
only to his Houſe, but ro his Table; 
not only ſee the Gate, but eat the Bread of 
Heaven, the Celeſtial Manna? The Antient 
Fathers of the Church have therefore upon 
* all occaſions, endeavourcd to ſtrike an awe | 
in vs, and work a due regard toward the 
Sacrament, by the high, and venerable Ti- 
tles which they beſtowed thereon. Chryſoft, 
m 1 Cor. 10. 16. calls it, Aug,l bend 
Dreadful Myſteries--= 73 metheny 19 gebrgr, 
W vernuSiparey The r moſt dreads 
fol. Cup ; and the whole Service, whereih 
Chrift is offered up repreſentatively, inſtead 
of che ſlaughrered Beaſts under the Law, he 
calls want} gentaSirigey Y weyarompert 
ier tepupylay, A Service much more dread« 
fil, and Majeſtic al, then any under the Laws 
Greg. Naz. calls it, kty#aer porndor vn 
w, The Copy. or reſemblance of Great My- 
pt ſteries. 
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ſteries. Saint Aug. de Verb. Duni. Serm. 28: 
calls it, Caleſte, & venerabile Sacramentum, 
The Heavenly, and Venerable Sacrament. 
Greg. M. Dial. 4. c. 58. tells us, that none 
of the Faithful doubt, but that at the 
time of Conſecration, ad Sacerdotis vocem 
Clos aperiri, Angelorum choros adeſſe, The 
Heavens are opened at the voice of the Prieſt, 
and the Quire of Angels preſent. Diony]. 
(as before) calls the Sacramental b, 
Tec ieh Evucoan, Venerable, or Ado able 
Signes. The Communias-Table is allo ho- 
nored with the Titles of, les, wuroth, 
gee dn, Ga, Holy, Myſtical, dreadful, - 
royal. Sure, theſe ancient worthies of the ,c 
Church, were much miftaken in the miſap- 
plying of ſuch Holy, and Honorable Titles 
to the Sacrament, with the Service and Ta- 
ble that attend it, if no manner of awe. 
fulneſs, or veneration were due unto it: or 
they are much miſtaken at this day, wii 
think the Ordinance ſo mean, and the Ta- 
ble ſo contemptible (as tholt in the Pro- 
phet Malacbi's time did) that any carclefs 
Poſture is good enough for it, and kung 
doo good. E NON 
'  Adorationindeed is due unto God alot, "Rp 
but a Religious Reverence is due unto ſueh 

| Crea 
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Creatures, and Ordinances of his, as have 
a peculiar Relation unto him, and in regard 
thereof, are ſtyled Holy ; to his Day, his 
Houſe, his ord, his Service, conſiſting in 
Prayers, and Praiſes, All which, if taken by 
themſelves, are of the ſame Nature with o- 
ther Days, Houſes, Writings, and Services. 
Yet the Non - Conformiſts, I preſume, allow of 
ſome difference between the Church, and 


their Private Houſes, between the Bible, 


and other ordinary Books 3 between the 
Service of God, and of Men, and ſcruple 
not to make that difference appear by their 


outward Carriage. and Demeanor. How 
* then comes it to paſs, that the Bleſſed Sacra- 


that at the time of Recciving, they yield 
an iutentional Reverence, or Adoration of | 


ment of his Supper, that moſt Holy, and So- 
lemn Ordinance, which he left us as a pious 

Memorial of his Pſion, when himſelf was 

now to leave the World, ſhould be thought 
unworthy of any peculiar Keverence, but 
have the ſame neglectful Geſture uſed at it, 
as at our ordinary Meals ? | 

Neither will the ſame Perſons deny, but 


_— 


Soul unto God. I would faine know then, 
why they will not expreſs it at the ſame 
time by an anſwerable Ge/ture, ſuch as kyeel- 

ing 
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ing is, whereby to teſtific their own Devoti- 
on, and excite that of others. They allow 
of lifting up the Hands, and Eyes in Prayer, 
with other ſignificant expreſſions of their 
Zeale and Devotion; why not as well of 
Keeling at the Sacrament, whereby to ex- 
preſs their Hamility ? I hope they will not 
lay, they have none to expreſs, or that they 


no Pious Affedbion, or * of the 
mind, but, it it be reall and hearty, will en- 
dea vour to ſhew it ſelf outwardly upon all 
good occafions. Godly Indignation in the 
publican commanded his hands to knock on 
his Breaft. Luke 18. 13. Faith moved the 
Womans hand, to touch the Hem of Chrifts 
Garment. Mat, 9. ver. 20, 21, 22. Charity 
ſtretched forth the Samaritans hand, to bind 
up the wounds of the ihalf-dead Traveller. 
Luke 10. 34. Sorrow for Sin cauſed Peters 
eyes to poure forth ſtreams of bitter Teares. 
Mat. 26.75. Zeale and Earneſtueſs to know 


the will of God, and the way of Salvation, 


fixt the cares of Lydia to attend the word of 


— 


are aſhamed to own it in Publick. There is , 


God, preached by Saint Paul. As 16. 14. 


And Hope lifceth up pure hands unto Hea- 
ven in Prayer, in confidence of Gods Pro- 
9 


ly 
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ly be idle and unericQtual ? Shall it have no 
power, or force at all, to demonſtrate it ſelf 
in acknowledgment of ſo undeſerved Mer- 
cies, whereof it is made Partaker in the Sa- 
crament, by ſome ſignificant Geſture at the 
receiving thereof, in ſome meaſure propor- 
tionable to the pious, and lowly affection of 
the mind ? 1 hope, they will not reply, that 
'no ſignificant Ceremonies are to be uſed in 
Gods Service, whereas (ome of their Fore- 


fathers have ſupplicated for Sitting, as 4 


Geſture fit to ſet forth Reſt, and the accom» 
pliſhment of Ceremonies in Chriſt : Others 
diſputed for ir, becauſe it is beſt agreeable 
with our Cobeirſhip. And others have urg- 

ed ſtanding, as better conſorting with t 
Euchariſt, which is a Sacrament of Thanks- 
giving. If notwithſtanding all this, they 
dilclaime ſignificant Ceremonies, ſure they 
are very uncertain Oracles to hearken un- 
to, and as unconſtant Guides to fol- 
low. | 
12. All things indifferent, which are to 
be uſed in the Service of God, are in the 
Diſpoſition of the Church, But the Geſture 
in the Ac of receiving the Sacrament i 
ſuch an Indifferent Thing ; as having neithe 
Precept, nor Prohibition, nor expreſs Deter- 
mination 


[ * 
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mi nation in the Scriptures. Ergo. The truth 
of the Propoſition is conteſt by Mr. Cart- 
wright himſelf, in his firſt Reply, pa. 18. 
I know no man (ſaith he) who ever denied, 
that the Church may make Orders in ſuch 
Thinges as are not ſpecified, and preciſely de- 
termined in the Word of God, And the 
truth of the Aſſumption is ſufficiently clear 
from Holy Scripture. For neither in the 


_ Goſpel, nor in St. Pauls firſt Epiſtle to the F 
Corinthians, chap. 11. Where the order and 


manner of the Celebration is very punctu- 
ally ſer down ; nor elſewhere in holy Writ, 
is there one word to be found touching the 
Geſture which our Saviour, and his Apoſtles 
uſed at the firſt Inſtitution ; or, which the 
Primitive Cbriſtians, in the Apoſtles days, 
uſed at the 2 Aae, ; th _e 
Apoftle, in the place ed, exa t 
= the other circumftances of Time and 
Place. Mach leſs is there any Precept touch- 
ing this particular, to bind the Churcbin all 
ſucceeding Ages. Doubtleſs, if the Geſture, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles uſed at the firſt, 


had been material, or neceſſary for our Imi - 
tation, it would have been lett ſome where 


upon Record, that {q we might have had 
a certain Pattern to follow. But ſecing it is 
12 not, 


. 
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not, why ſhould we not think it left free to 
be determined by the Church, confonantly 
to thoſe Apoſtolical Rules of Decency, Or- 
der, Edification, and Peace, which are pre- 
ſcribed? Rom. 14. 19. 1. Cor. 14. 26, 40. 
Theſe Reaſons, duly weighed, will ſerve 


to anſwer moſt of thoſe Obje&ions, which- 


have been urged againſt kneeling at the re- 
ceiving of the Sacrament. Yet for the bet- 


ter clearing, and confirming of the lawful- | 


neſs, and fitneſs, and conſequently of the ne- 


ceſſity of uſing this Geſture, when com- 


manded by lawful Authority;I ſhall ſet down 
ſuch Ob jections as I have met with, and ſub- 
joyn their Anſwers for farther ſatisfaction. 

Object. 1. That Geſture which our Savi- 


our, and his Apoſtles uſed, at the Inſtituti- 


on of this Sacrament, is moſt fig and decent, 
and obliegeth all Chriſtians. So excellent, 
and authoritative a Pattern hath the force 
of a Precept. Now, that our Saviour, and 
his Apoſtles (ate thereat, ſeems clear from 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel ; wherein we read, 


that they ſate at the Paſsover, at the cloſe of 


which Feaſt che Sacrament was inftituted; 


and there is not the leaſt mention of chang- | 


ing their Poſture throughout the whole time 
that the Supper laſted, If the Apoſtles then 
| 6% kneeled 
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kneeled not, but uſed a Fellow:like Geſture 
with Chriſt, with whom they ſate at the 
ſame Table, is it not a great Hypocriſie in * 
us, to pretend greater Reverence, and De- 5 
votion in receiving it, than the Apoſtles uſed? 
Anſwer. 1. The maine of this Ob je ſtion 
hath been already anſwered in the parts 
thereof, for I have already ſhewn, that 7. 
1. There is not any clear Proof in the Goſ- 
| pel,what Geſture our Saviour, and his Apo- 
tles uſed at the firſt Celebration of the Sa- - 
crament, which doubtleſs would have been 
mentioned, if that which they then uſed 
had been neceſſary for che Service, 2, The 
Geſture uſed at the Paſſover, which preced - 
ed it, was not fitting, but Lying down, or 
leaning on Couches. .3. In the uſe of this 
Geſture at the Paſsover, Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtles accommodated themſelves to the pre- 
ſent Cuſtom of the Fewiſh Church, wherein 
they lived; very differently from the firſt 
Inſtitution, at which time ſtanding was ulſed, 
and that by Gods command: which is a 
fair warrant for us, to conform in the like 
caſe to the Practice of the Church wherein 
, welive; and not to take — Circum- 
| ſtances of Religious Actions, and Services, 
for neceſſary. and univerſal Commands. 
1 3 4᷑ . They 
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4. They might poſſibly, for ought appears 
to the contrary, change that Geſture which 
they ufed at the Paſſover, into a different | 
one, when the Sacrament came to be cele- 
brated ; ſeeing we read, that in the diſtance 
between them, our Saviour roſe from the 
Table, and wafht his Diſciples Fees 
2. If it could be clearly proved, that Chriſt, | 
and his Apoſtles uſed fuch a particular Ge- 
ſture at the receiving of the Sacrament, and 
that Geſture to be fitting ; yet no forcible 
Argument could be drawn from thence to 
obliege all Churches at this day to uſe the 
, ame; no more then to conform our ſelves 
unto other Circumſtances which accompa- 
nieck that firſt Celebration, which yet are 
neither practiſed, nor pteſt by our Non- 
Confor miſts; viz, That it was celebrated 
by Night, after Supper, in a private Cham- 
ber, by men only, and thoſe but twelve in 
number, and all of them of the (ame Family, 
or conſtant retinue of our Saviour; alſo that 
the Bread was unleavened, and the wine 
mingled wfth water, according to the cuſtom 
of the country, as the Ancients generally held, 
and as generally imitated.Sce Prov. 9.2. Juſt. 
Mattyr, Apol. 2. What a noiſe would +64 7 
been raiſed, if the Evangeliſt had told us 
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[xehrodyror dvTor | inficad of [ob rberor | 
that inſtead of | As they were eating] Chriſt 
took Bread, and bleſſed it--he had faid # As 
they were ſitting |-- And yet theſe men think 
it not requiſite to- celebrate the Sacrament 
after Supper, as aur Seviour than did. As + 
little care do they take ' to imitate either 
Him, or his Hearers, in the Geſture which 
they uſed at the Preaching, and Hearing, of 


the Vord; for we read that it was our 84 


viours Cuſtom to {it when he preached, the 


people ſtanding all the while; which Pra- 


Aiſe our Nox-C onformifts doutterly croſs, 
amongſt whom the Preacher ſtands, and the 


| People fit all the while, Let me add one eir- 


cumſtance more, which was preparatory to 
our Saviours firſt Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment, and was very ſolemnly performed by 
him, viz, his riſing from the Table aſter the 
Paſchal Supper, and waſhing his Diſciptes 


Feet. A thing done with ſo much ſolemnit 


by our Saviour, and the paſſages thereof 
exactly ſet down by the * ena St. Jobn, 
that in all reaſon it might be thought to ob- 


liege the Church to a perpetual and aniverſal 
— but 3 we find it otherwiſe 
underſtood by the Primitive Cbriſtians, 
who never looked thereon as a neceſſary 

| I 4 - bind- 
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binding Ordinance, or generally praiſed it. 
Yea, if we more narrowly look into the Paſ- 
ſages there recorded. Fo. 13. 2-17. we ſhall | 
find that it looks like a Sacrament of it (elf, 
inſtituted and enjoyned by Chriſt at the ve- 
ry ſame time, when he ordained the Sacra, 
ment of his laſt Supper, For we find there, 
1. An outward Abbie Signe; Vater. ver. 5. 
2, An inward, ſpiritual Grace; Part with 
Chriſt,Cleanſing from Sin, Sealing of Pardon ; 
which is the Promiſe annext to it, ver. 8, 10. 
3. A myſterious Signification, then not well 
under ſlood by the Apoſtles, ver. 7. As nei- 
ther was the myſtery of his rr Paſ- |. 
ſion, though lively repreſented by the Sacra- 
ment of his Supper. 4. A firift command 
of obſervance. ver. 14, 15. Te ought to | | 
waſh one anothers Feet. For T have given you | 
an example, that ye ſhould do, as I have 
done to you. 5. The neceſſity thereof ſhewn 
in order to Salvation, ver. 8. If I waſh thee 
not, Thon haſt no part with me. 6. Let | | 
me adde that Judas was at both alike, | - 
and alike unclean. ver. 10, 11. Vet, not- 
withſtanding all this, our Noz-Conformiſts | | 
think not themſelves oblieged to uſe this |. 
Ceremony. Why ſhould they then think 7 
themſelyes more oblieged to uſe the | 


ſame : 
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ſame Geſture which our Saviour, and his 
Apoſtles uſed at the Sacrament of his 
Supper, in caſe it had been Sitting, and that 
expreſsly mentioned in jthe Goſpell ? 
3. As to the Geſture of the Apoſtles in 
particular, when they firſt received the Sa- 
crament from the hand of Chrift,none of the 
Evangeliſts informe us what it was, ſo that, 
for ought we know, it wasdifferent from that 
which he uſed at the time of giving. But, ſup 
poſe it were the ſame, (which is not oval} 
it will not follow, that we are to uſ it at this 
Day. A different Behaviour well befits us 
towards Chriſt now afcended into his Glo- 
ry, from that which his Apoſtles uſed to- 
wards him, when he was converſant here on 
Earth. He then took upon him the. forme: 
of a ſervant, and made himſelf of no Repu- 
tation, Phil.2.7. yea he tels his Apoſtles, 
that be came not to be miniſtred unto, but 
to miniſter, Mat, 20. 28. and according- 
ly he waſhed his Diſciples feet at the 
| ſame time. Fo, 13. 5. We read not that 
any of his Apoſtles, after they were cho- 
' ſen to that office, ever kneeled unto 
him, no not when they Prayed unto. 


— 
— 


the Caſe is much altered, now that he is ex- 
| alted 
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him, Increaſe our Faith, Luk, 17. 3. But &. 
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ated umo his Kingdome, fet at his Fathers 
right band, far above every name that is named, 
not onely in ibis world, but in that alſo which is 
to come. Eph. 1. 20,21. Now that all Power is 
given bim inHeaven, and in Eartb.Mat- 28.18. 
and that all rbings are put under his feet, Eph. 
1. 22. Every knee is to bow unto him; Phil. 2. 
9, 10, 11, we know Chriſt no more after the 
fleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5, 16. whence 
we read that Chriſt put back Mary Magda- 
lexe , when ſhe approached to touch him, 
with - the ſame freedome, and familiari- 
ty, after his Reſurrection, which Shee 
had uſed to him before, Fo, 20. 17. Saint 
Mathew tels us, that when his Apoſtles 
ſaw him in that mountaine of Galilee, which 
he had appointed to meet them in after he 
aroſe from the Dead, that they worſhip- 
ped him Mat. 28. 16,17. S.Lake allo informs 
us that they worſhipped him, upon his A- 
ſcenfion into Heaven. Luk, 24.51, $2. If 
then we will imitate the Apoſtles, we muſt 
worſhip him, as they did, upon all good 
occaſions, with a low, bodily Reverencez 
more eſpecially, in the Sacrament, wherein 
is lively repreſented to the eye of Faith, 
that crucifyed Body of his, which he ſtill 
repreſents to the eye of his Father in Hea- 
| ven 
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ven, at whoſe right Hand he fits, & by 
the powerfull efficacy of that Sacrifice, 
) obtcines pardon of our fins, a mitigation 
of our ſuffrings, and a gratious anſwer to 
our ſupplications. 
Ob. 2. The Sacrament is called, The 
| Fords Supper, by the Apojile 1 Cor. 11. 20. x. 
therefore a Supper=Geſture , is fitreſt to 
be ufed thereat, which, amongſt us, is Sit- 
ting. Whereas in the Practice of the Church 
of England, there is nothing like a Supper. 
The Communicants neither eate, nor drink 
together at the ſame Table, but receive ſome 
fmall Portions of Both from the Hand of 
che Miniſter. Neither are theſe commonly 
given at the Table but carryed about by him 
that officiates, to the gueſts, who are in ſeve- 
rall ſeats, whereby the uſe oſ a cõmon Table 
is overthrown and the Communion deſtroy- 
ed. Clemens Alex. Strom. i. witneſſeth of the 
| time werein he lived, that when ſome had 
divided the Sacrament they ſaffred every 
one of the People to take his Part. 
Anſ.1. The Sacrament is called, The Lords x 
Supper not that it agrees inal} things with 
„ our ordinaty Suppers, but by occaſion of the 
fieſt inſtitution, which was at Supper- time, al- 
ter the eating of the Paſſeover. Whence the 
Cbriſtian 
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Chriſtian Church, from that time, till this day, 
hath generally received it in the morning, 
faſting; and the Non-conformiſis practiſe 
the Rin and yet think not they violate 
the Order of Cbriſt, in thus croſſing that Cir- 
cumſtance of the frſt Inſtitution. It is obſer · 
vable alſo, that in the very ſame Chapter 
wherein the Apoſtle cals it, The Lords Sup- 
per; he calls it alſo The Body, and Blood of the 
Lord, taxeth them for/their irreverence in 
8 thereof, and their diſregard of fo 

igh, and holy an Ordinance, as if they va- 
lued it no more, then their common food; 
And I have already ſhewed, that the Church 
of Chriſt, conſtantly, and ſtudiouſſy made a 
Diſtinction between that Geſture which 
they uſed at this holy Feaft,and that which 


they uſed at their ordinary meales. But l had 


rather anſwer this Argument from the Pra- 
& ice of the Objectours, in relation to other 
circumſtances which attend the taking of our 
common food, and are the uſuall gppurte- 
ances of an ordinary ſupper; as ſitting cove- 
red, diſcourſing, laughing, carving and reach- 
ing the Diſh to one another, drinking to wel- 


coming one another, with the like; for which 
there is the ſame reaſon, and the ſame allow- * 


able ſreedome, if this Argument be of any 
force. 
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force. Yet thoſe who urge a ſupper-Geſture, 
neither uſe, nor urge theſe circumſtances, It is 
| poſſible, this Geſture may have given occaſion 
to.ſome ſich rudeneſs in the more clowniſh, 
& ignorant ſort, but, for ought can find, are 
not juſtit yed or approved by any ſober Per- 
ſons of that way. For they generally fit bare 
when they receive the Bread, — Mine, 
receive them from the hand of the Mini- 
ſter, retarne the Cup to him againe, and 
are ſilent during the whole Time of the 
Solemnity. | 

2. AS to the carrying about of the Bread & 
Vine by the Miniſter that officiates, it is a 
deviation from the Order of the Church of * 
England, which exhorts, and chargeth all, by 
the mouth of the Prieſt who officiats,to come, 
and draw neer unto the Lords Table, and ſo 
comunicate together, as many as can atonce; 
and all ought to do it ſucceſſively, in pro- 
portionable Companies. It they would have 
all communicate together at the ſame Table, 
at the ſame time, they talke of Impoſſibilities, 
eſpecially in numerous Congregations. Our 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles were a ſmall 
Company, and ſo might conveniently meet 
F together at the ſame Table. But Larger 

Congregations, ſuch as we now have, ne 

br” a c 
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admit to the Communioꝝ are not in a capacity 

of meeting there all together, but muſt come 

to the Table in convenient numbers, one g 

company after another, what geſture ſoever 

they receive it with; whether kneeling, (| au- 

ding or fitting. And yet they may be well 

faid to partake of the ſame Table, becauſe 

they partake of the ſame Bread, and Wine, 

winch is there placed, and conſecrated, 

and thence delivered unto them, Thoſe 

noble Iewiſh Captives are ſaid to partake - 
| of King Nebuchadnezzars Table , though 

| they came not neere it, meerely be- 

becauſe certaine Portions of meate and | 

| wine, the ſame which the King 
| See 2 Sam. ate, and drank of, were ſent unto 

chap. 1 r - them ſpm his Table, or by his ſpeciall 

| 1 4+ Appointment. Dan. I. 3, 4, 5. the 

like had Feboiachin from Evilmero- 

dach 2. King, 25. 27, 30. and 'Mephiboſheth | 

from David. 2 Sam. 9.10, 11. Andthoſe]- | * 

dolaters, who are ſaid to be Partakers off 

the Table of Devils in oppolition to the Par- 

takers of the Lords Table, 1 Cor. 10. 21. did | ? 

not eat, or drink fitting at the Altar of the | f 

f 

b 


Hol, but onely ate part of thoſe Sacrifice; 
| which had been offered on the Altar; whe- 


ther in the Temple of the Idol, or at their | 
own 
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— 


verall companies, at a great Feſtivall Time, 


fit down ſucceſſively at the ſame Noble mans 


Board, they are all ſaĩd to be partakers of 
one, and the ſame Table, Aud in Gentlemens 
Houſes, where the Cups, and Glaſſes are 
not uſually ſet on the Table, but brought 
unto the Gueſts, as they have occaſion vo 
drink, yet all the Gueſts are as truly, and 
properly (aid to communicate of the Vine, 
as of the Bread,and Meat, which are placed 
on the Table whereat they fit. Neither is the 
Lords Table made for a (ct, formall meale, 
but a ſpirituall Repaſt, where there is as 
much ſatisfa&ion in a Bit as in a whole loaſe, 
as much virtue in a few Drops, as in a large 
dranght of Wine. Let me adde, that the place 
urged for this communicating at one Table, 
viz, I Cor. 11. 21, 33. belongs not to the Sa- 
crament, but the Fe aſts of Charity, which 
accompanied it. And theſe are long ago diſ- 
uſed, nor are thought fit to be revived by 
thoſe that contend for the fitting at the com- 
munion , ſo that no argument can be drawn 
from thence, 


3. The Communicants uſually receive 


WP Portions of the ſame loaf, whereby they fi- 
i | gnific themſelves to be the ſame Bread, and 


Body, 
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Body, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes 1 Cor. 10.16. But 
it is neither neceſſary, nor fitting, that to ſig- 
nĩſie their fellowſhip at the Communion Table, 
and to repreſent their eating, and drinking 
with Chri/t at his Table in his Kingdome, 
they ſhould carve for themſelves, or de- 
liver the Parcels to one another promiſcu- 
ouſly; ſeeing the Apoſtle , in the ſame 
place, makes an evident diftin&ion be- 
tween this holy Communioz, and our com- 
mon Meales 1 Cor. 10. 16. and cb. 11. 22, | 
Neither read we of any ſuch Thing at the 
firſt Inftitution (to which they would have 
our preſent Practice to be conformed ) that 
the Apoſtles took their ſeverall Portions of ' 
Bread, without any Delivery of them by 
Chriſt ; much lefſe, that they promiſcuouſſy 
diſtributed them to one another. But they 
took them ſeverally from the hand of their 
Maſter, as will appeare by what is left recor Þ 
ded touching the manner, and method 
uſed in the eating of the Paſſover; at the | 
cloſe of which Feaft, the Goſpel! tels us, that 
the Sacrament was inſtituted. For Beza | 
(Amnot. in Mat. 26. 20.) informes us our of 
* of Paulus Burgenſis, and Emanuel Tremelius, | 
both learned Fewes, and Converts; and out? 
of Scaliger De Emend. Temp. who was very 1 
Fein Well 
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well verſt in the writings of their Rabbins, 
that after the firſt Courſe ended, the Gueſts 
aroſe, and waſhed their Feet : then, fitting, 
down againe at the Table, the Father of the 
Family divided a loaf of unleavened Bread 
into two Parts, the one halfe whereof he 
covered with a Napkin, till the End of Sup- 
per; when bringing it forth, he divided it. 
into as many Parcels, as there were Gyeſts at 
the Table. Then, he firſt took his own Por- 
| tion, reliqua vero fruſta figillatim,& ordine 
diſcumbentibus ceteris porrigebat.Theremain= 
derbe diſtributed ſeverally, and im order, to 
| the other "Gueſts who ſate with him at the 
Table. We have ſmall reaſon to queſtion 
| (comparing theſe Circumſtanoes with what x. 
is recorded by S. Fobach,1z. and conſulting 
the Judgement of the moſt learned hereup- 


1 


8 a) but it was this Bread, thus divided and 
diſtrihuted, which our Saviour made uſe 
of at the Inftitution of the Sacrament. And 
therefore, if we will follow this primitive 
Patterne, we muſt not be our qQwn 
Carsers at the Communion, but take this 
Portion which is given us, by the hand of 
the Miniſter. Adde hertunto, that as the 
F Conſccrating af the Bread and Vine, ſo the 
Breaking, Powring forth, and Diſtributing of 
K them, 
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them, are Sacramentall Afions , belonging 
to the Miniſter alone, as appeares by what 
our Saviour did at the firſt Celebration. The 
Communicants are enely to take, cate, and 
_. drink, in memory of our Sæviours Paſſion, as 
the Apoſtles then did, & as we are commanded , | | 
to do. Mat. 26. 26, 27. 1 Cor. 11. 23--26, | 
4. The words of Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. are 
theſe ri c ux ae lar rn ,,ẽ,jeuic, os 
190 du N acer 7% R i wolggy 
£1i/]plwrever. that is, when ſome diſtribute 
_ the Eucharift, as the Cuſtome is, they ſuffer | 
every one of the People to take bis Part. 
But theſe. words prove not, either that 
the Communicants ſate at the Table, or took 
the Sacrament of themſelves, without any | 
Delivery by the Miniſter. Rather they im- 
york the Contrary, that the People took 
that onely which the Minifter diſtribu - 
ted, that Part which he pleaſed to gives 
them. However, Tertullian, ( who we! 
contemporary with him) is plaine enough, 
when he tels us, (De Cor. Mil, c. 3.) Eu | 
: Fhariftie Sacramentum, non de aliorum ma-]' * 
uu, quam Præſidentium ſumimus. That is, 
Ve take not the Euchariſt from any other 
band, then that of our Preſidents. Now whaF 
theſe were he tels us, in his Apolog. cap. 39. 
25 P reſidem * 
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Præſident apud nos probati quique Seniors. 

Our approved Elders are the Chief Governours 

[ or Preſidents] amongſt us, The ſame, whom 

S8. Peter cals his Fellow-Elders,or ovurprefdie 

71e. 1 Pet. 5.1, the ſame, whom Fuſtine 
' Martyr cals IIpees d rat, Antiftites, the Gover- 

| mours and _ of the Church. Who alſo 

uitneſſeth the ſame, in his 2d Apology;where 

having firſt told us, that thelIgeurds,orBiſpop, 

having prayed, and given thanks with a moſt 
intenſe Devotlon over the Sacramentall 

Bread, and Wine, the People cloſed it with 

ta lowd and unanimous, Amen. He immedi=- 
+. ately adds — j Std eie, Y 5 Urne ing 

og | 9 wyepicybir]or dg yiietet, I Tos d Tac 

ede O14 N Ataxbyey mhureTas that is, Then 

KR _ Diſtribution is made, to every one of the Com- 

„ unicants, of the conſecrated Bread, & Vine, 

e © they who are abſent haue it {es them by the 

as | Deacons. S. Cyprian tels us the ſame, lib. de , 

h, lapſis. Where he relates a ſtory, whereof him- 

«|. (elf was an eye ⸗ witneſs, touching a Maid- 

as 

is 

13s 

hc 

9 
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Servant, who having polluted her ſelſe with 
ie, the Idol Sacriſices, took the Boldneſs to 
+ come among other Chriftians , before (he 
Phad either confeſt her fin, or was recondlled 
|. unto God, and the Church by Repentance, 
{ent} and (unknown to ow ) communicated 5 

| | 2 the 
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fefellerat bominem, Deum ſeuſit ultorem. that 


the ſame place, ſpeaking of the Delivery of 


any longer upon this, when the Practiſe of re- 


the Sacrament, but immediately after the 
receiving thereof, fell down Dead · Sacri= / 
ficantibns nobis latenter obrepſit -- Sacerdotem 
Dei nec occulta crimina fefellerunt quæ 


7 1 


is, ſhee crept in privily, as we officiated at the 
Communion Table yet her hidden fins eſca- 
ped not the knowledge of Gods Prieſt--ſhe who , 
bad deceived man, felt God an Avenger. in 


the Cup, he ſaith, Solemnibus adimpletis, ca- 
licem Diaconus offerre pr eſentibus cepit.When | 
the Prayers were ended, the Deacon began to | 

give the Chalice to them that were preſent. 'Þ © 
And this may be well thought neceſſary, if it 

were onely for this good end, that the un- 
worthy might be kept off from the Sacra- 
ment; the Miniſter being charged not to 
give holy things unto dogs. But why inſiſt! 


G 
- 


* 


cfiving the Sacrament from the hand of the 
Miniſter alone, is ſo well known,from all an- 
tiquity, in the Chriſtian Church; and ſo ge- 
nerally uſed at this day, in all Proteſtaut Chur 
ches, except chat of Holland, and ſome few of 
her confederate Neighbours, where they uſe 
fitting; In the reſt, which follow Zuinglius, & 
Calvin, throughout $ rs, 5 | 
| | ala- 
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Palatinate, Pruſſia, and Poland, as. they re- 
ceive the Sacrament. at the Table, with a 
gentle bending of their knees, fo they receive 
it ſeverally, and in order, from the hand of 
the Minifter, who ſtands officiating at the 


Table. The like do they in Weſt-Friez land, 
though one of the Confederate Provinces, & 
4 As for the Churches of the Augufane Con- 
| feſſion, which are commonly called Lutbe- 
ranes, the People univerſally receive it from 


the hand of the Minifter; but with thiꝭ dif- 


ference, that the former receive it into their 


Hands, but theſe immediately into their 
9 Mouths. 
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Object. 3. Religious Adoration before a 


+4 Creature (eſpecially if conſecrated, and ſig- 
4 nifying an holy Thing) with reſpe& theretao, & 
| is Idolatry, except we have a ſpecial. com- 
mand of God for it. But the kneeling before 
the Sacramental Bread, and Vine, is ſuch an 

| Adoration, Ergo, &c. If it be ſaid; that the 

4 worſhip is given, not to the Bread and Vine, 
but to God, and his Son Chrit , who are 
chere preſent ; the ſame excuſe will ſerve 
the Papiſts, yea the Pagans themſelves, who 
pretend to worſhip; not the Image it (elf, 
bot God in the Image. God cenſureth the 
Intention of the worſhipper by his outward 


3 Gelture, 
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'Geſture, Fer-. 2, 27. Neither is there any 


by Geds expreſs command, and was reſerved 
as a Monument of his great Mercy, and Pow- | 


to God only, why is there not the like Re- 


vain and idle; for to transfer the Honour, 


no; whether it have, or have not an holy 
Genification; Neither can any ſuch Action 
be made lawful ”y a ſpecial command, be- 


as are intrinſecally and abſolutely evil, and 
expreſly repugnant to bis Honour, which he | 
Profeſſeth, that he will not give unto auotber, 
IIa. 42. 8. It were abſurd to ſay, It is un- & 
lawful to blaſpheme, or forſwear, wichout- Þ | 


©, permitting either. 


n! — —_ 


manifeſter way of idolizing any Crea ture, 
than to kyeel, and pray before it. Hezekiab 
therefore not only removed, but brake in 
pieces the brazen Serpent, when it was abu- 
ſed to Tdvlatry, though it had been ſet up 


er ſnewen towards his People, Laftly, if chere 
be no Adorat ion given to the Sacrament, but 


verence ſhewen at Baptiſme, which is a like 


Ordinance of Chrift, and a part of his „ 


Service? | | 
Anſw. x. The Limitations here given, are 


due to Gad alone, unto any Creature, is Ido- 
latry, whether the Thing be conſecrated or 


cauſe God diſpenſeth not with ſuch Things, | 


: 


Gods ſpecial warrant, by commanding ,or 
2. 
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2. To worſhip before a Creature, even 
with ſome reſpe& thereto, is not always X. 
| Tdolatry,or Superſtition, fo that the Creature 
| be nc« the work of our own.bands, (ſuch as 
an Image is) or ſuch a work of God, as we 
fix our worſhip in, or at leaſt make it 
tranſient, through the Creature to God. The 
ſecond Commandement, which forbids all 
| viſible Idolatry, expreſſeth the Prohibition 
in two Points, viz, Firſt; the making an I- 
mage to our ſelves, or of our own heads. 

2. The young thereto, and ſerving it. 
|. Now neither of theſe condemns our kneet- 
ing at the Sacrament, For 1. The Sacra» 

ment is no Invention of our own, but an 

Ordinance of Chrijts Inſtitution, a Crucifixe 

(if I may ſo ſpeak) of Chriſt himſelfs ſetti 
| up. 2. By our kneeling thereat, we profeſs 
not any Bowing to, or adoration of the. 
| Bread, and Vine, but direct our Worſhip x 
unto God alone. Now God himſelf hath | 
taught us, that we may religiouſlly adore be - 
fore a Crtature (ſuch as is conſecrated to 
his Service, and hath an holy fignificati- 
on) by the example of his ancient 3 | 
the Iſraelites, who were moſt ſtrictly for- 
bidden by God the very ſhadowes of Idola- 
$ry; and yes not only might lawfully, bur 
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were commanded to adore before, and to- 
wards the Temple, Altar, and Ark, which 
were . peculiarly ſanQifyed to his Service, 
Ezra, when he prayed, caſt himſelf down 
before the Houſe of God, Exra 10. 1. Da- 
niel, though in Babylon, yet would needs 
kneel at his Prayers with his face directed 
to Jeruſalem, where the Temple lay in its 
ruines. Dan. 6. 10: and this by direction 
from King Solomon, 1. Kings 8. 48, 49. 
King Solomon kneeled, and prayed before the 
Altar. 1. Kings 8. 54. And the Iſraelites | 
are charged to worſhip at Gods Foot- ſtoole, 
that is, before the  Arke, Pſal. 99. 5. by 
which they are ſaid to cxalt the Lord, not 
to take away any part of his Honour from 
him. Accordingly, we find them exhortin 
one another to obey this Charge, We will 
go into his Tabernacle, we will worſhip at 
his Footſtool. Pſal. 132.7. , | 
3. The Pagans worlhipt a falſe God in 
an I mage, vix. either ſome Demon, or Spirit, 
*'which they ſuppoſed to dwell therein, and 
to hear their Prayers, or the Soul of fome 
deceaſed Heroe 3 or ſome of the Heavenly 
Bodies, (as the Sur, Moon, and Stars which 
were thereby repreſented ; or ſome other 
Creature , Which they gave divine honour 
to. 


3 (1375 
to. If any worſhipt the true God by an 1. 
mage, they imagined him more peculiarly 
, - preſent therein, and as it were, confined 
there to, and ſo made him a Topical God, as 
ſome judge the Samaritanes did ; from thoſe 
words of our Saviour. Fo. 4. 21,22. and 
ſo, as far as lay in them, changed the only 
true God into an Idol, by, a falſe Repreſen- 
tation of him in their Fancies. As for the 
Papiſts, and their Images, the general opinion 
maintained by their Schoolmen is, that the 
-} fame honour, which is due unto the Perſon 
-| - repreſented, is to be given unto the Image 
Which repreſents him; according to which 
| Tenct, Divine Worſhip is directly, and im- 
} mediately given unto the Image of Chrift. 
Durand indeed, and ſome others expreſs it 
more modeſtly, that they worſhip the Perſon 
by the Image, as if he were really preſent. 
| However all of them directly kxeel to the 
; Crucifixe, or other Image, with an opinion 
of Holineſs, and Efficacy in that Object, to 
| make their Prayers more acceptable; and 
I therefore entertain a confidence in it, and 
I by it, to be more cafily heard of Gad. 
 #. Whereas the Proteſtants, who kyeel at the 
* FT Communion, do none of this, but concave 
r Gad, as he is, and dire&their ings © 
. im 


3 


* 


( 138 ) ah 


32ůäĩä„ 


him alone, without any relation to the 
Bread, and Vine, in the Act of worſhip,cither = 
direct, or indirect, mediate, or immediate. 0 
And this they profeſs to all the World, that 
their Aion may not be liable to any 
miſtake. 
4. God, who ſees the Heart, knows the 
Intention thereof, without any outward 
Expreſſion; but will not judge of that Ex- 
proces by the outward Geſture, contrary 
to the intention of the Vorſpipper. The 
ſame outward Reverence, whether Bo wing. 
kneeling, or Profiration, is given unto God, 
and unto Man. Many laudable examples 
whereof we have in holy Writ. All the 
difference is in the intention of the Reve- 
rencer, which God perfectly diſcerns. Now 
at the Sacrament, the worſhip is not at all | 
directed unto the Bread and Vine, but unto - | - 
God alone; and this intention, piblickly 
proſeſt in words. There is none calls upon 
the Sacramental Signes, as thoſe Idolaters in 
Feremy, upon their Stocks, ſaying, Thou art 
our Father ; or, Thou haſt brought me forth, | 
But we thank God the Father for them, 
and receive them according to the or- 
der of the Church, our Mother> Nei- 
ther did the Pagaus expreſs the Divine Ho- 
. 8 nour, 


k / 
, eto. ALY SIS» oa 


4 
\ 


(139 5 


nour, which they thought duę to their Idols, 

ſo much by bowing towards them, or pray- 
ing before them, as by praying directly 
to them, by ſacriſicing, and offering Incenſe, 
which were the malt — Services. Na! 
aman the Syrian, when he petitioned for 
bowing in the Houfe of Rimmon, openly 
proteſted at the ſame time againſt offering of 
Sacrifice unto any other God,than the Lord, 


the great God of Iſrael. 2 Kings 5..18. 


'5. There is much difference between the 
Brazen Serpent, which King Hezekiah de- 
ſtroyed, and kneeling at the Sacrament. That 
was a permanent ſolid Image: This, a tranſi- 
ent Adion. That was of no uſe then, but 
kept as a Relique: This is of very good uſe, 


to expreſs our Humility, and Devotion, and 
ſo may ſtill be oraftiſed, 
© abuſed unto Idolatry, by having Incenſe o- 


That was bigh| 
ſered o ix; and was like to be ſo ſtill, if 


- , preſerved unbroken, the People being then 


very much given to Idolatry: This Geſture 
hath not been ſo abuſed among us, nor in- 
deed is capable of the like Abuſe ; and the 


People at this day are far more prane to Pro- 


' faneneſs, then to Superſtition. Laſtly,none of 


Image, althongh thus abuſed, but waited 


the Prieſts,or People undertook to break that 


for 
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for the command of tho King "1 whoſe 
power alone made that Reformation, when 


it aw good. Let the clamorous Inverghers IF 
againſt fancied Idolatries, and Superſtitions 


uſe the ſame Patience, Prudence, and Mode- 
ration. 8 . 

6. As for kneeling at the other Sacrament 
of Baptiſme, the Perſons uſually Baptized 
amongſt us are new-born Infants, who are 


not capable of that Geſture, But if any of 


elder years come to be baptized, it is the 
cuſtom, I ſuppoſe,” for them to heel. 1 am 


ſure, it is the moſt fitting; and uſed in the *F 


Primitive times, as appeares by Tertullian, 
and many others. In the Interim, thoſe who 


j 


aſſiſt at the Prayers, uſed at the Baptiſme of | 


Infants, are wont to kneel. 


Object. 4, Kneeling at the Communion | 
hath at leaft a great Appearance of Evil, and 
gives offence unto the weak, Many Godly 


Perſons are ſcandalizcd at it, and debard of 


the Subſtance (the Partaking of the Sacra- 
mem) for want of yielding to a Circum- | 


ſtance, contrary to their Judgment, and 
Conſcience. Eſpecially, care is to be had of 
impoking on the Faith and Conſcience of fo 
many Chrijtians at this day, 'who have been 


uſed ſo long to Liberty, and been ſtrongly f 
| WD prepoſſeſt 


the SeFaries, and deſerting the Church alto- 


caufing them to ſtop, or fall, or returne bac 


— 
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prepoſſeſt with contrary Principles, though 
otherwiſe well · mearing, and pious, How ma- 
ny will be in danger of falling away unto 


— 


gether, if rigorouſly preſt to Conformity in 
this particular 7 What good can there be 
\ imagined to ariſe from preſſing of Conformi. 
ty, which may exceed, or equal theſe Miſ- 
chicfs ? Beſides, what is indifferent in its 
nature, ought not to be preſt as neceſſary, 
but a freedom allowed both in Judgmenc, 
and Practice. , 
Anſw. 1. That place of the Apeſtle, 1. 
Tbeſ. 5. 22. may be aptly enough rendred, 
4} Abſtaine from all kind CA of evill. But if 
we underſtand it of the Appearance of evill, 
(as moſt do) it muſt be underſtood of 
4 fuch an Appearance, as gives juſt cauſe of 4 
Scandall (by drawing men into (in, or hard- 
ning them in it, or hindring them from com- 
ming into the Truth, and Peace of the 
Church, by diſcouraging weake Profeſſours, 
laying ſtumbling- blocks in their way, or by 


againe) not of ſuch things, or Actions, 
P as may accidentally occaſion it amongſt 
the weak, ignorant, or froward , who are 


apt to take offence where there is none given. 
For 


| 
N . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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- Feſſours. Our Saviour was cenſured fora. 
breaker of the Sabbath, Fob. 5:8>-11. and 9. 
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For then it were impoſſible to obey this 


charge, as appeares by the experience of 
Ebrift, and his Apoſtles, at whoſe ſpeeches 
and actions many were offended , and thoſe 
ſuch as were not only without the Church, 
but Diſciples,and followers, and viſible, pro- 


piſer of Faſting; and that even by Fobus 
Diſciples. Mat.9.14. for a friend of Publicans, 
and Sinners, becauſe he frequently converſed 
with them, and admitted them, to his com 


1 9 6. Mat. 12. 1, 2. for a negleder; if not a 
D 


pany. Mat. 11. 19. for a Gluttonous per ſon, & 
4 Wine: bibber. Ib. becauſe his life, and car- 


riage was free and ſociable; not tyed up to 
ſuch Auſterities as that of Fobn the Baptiſt, 
Yea he was taxcd for a Blaſphemer, becauſe 
he challenged a power to forgive ſins. Mat. 


9. 3, 6. Neither were the Phariſees onely 


ſcandalized at his ſayings. Mat. 15. 12. But 
. his Diſciples alſo, fo far offended, that they 
forſook him, Fo. 6. 60-66. yet we read not 
that he forbore, or altered ought in his 


ſpeeches, or Actions, notwithſtanding the 


ſlanders and ſcandals that were thence oc- 


| 


cafioned; but openly vindicated himſelſe in 


what he did;{lighted the Cenſures, rebuked 


the 
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the Cenſurers, and Calumnĩatours, and went 
onward, notwithſtanding all theſe Cla- 
mours, in the ſame path he, had begun to 
| a 
walk in. S. Stephen alſo was taken for a Bla- 
ſphemer againſt the Temple of God, and the 
Lay of Moſes, Afi. 6. 13. yet he reſolutely 
anſwered for himſelf, and confounded his 
| . Adverſarics, though thereby he occafioned © 
his own ſtoning. But among all the Apoſtles, , 
there is none more remarkable in this kind, 
then 8. Paul, who had as tender a care o 
che weak, as any man. 1 Cor. 9. 22. as wary 
not to give offence to any. 1 Cor, 10. 33. like a 
| awe very carcfull of vexipg a frapard child. 

4 3 Thefſ: 2. 7. exccedingly troubled, when any 
I tookoffence, though cauſeleſsly. 2 Cor. 11. 29. 
Yet with all his care, and paines, his tender 
| compaſſions,and Condeſcentions, he could 
not avoid unjuſt Cenſures, and ſcandals; but 
had more, and ſharper Conflis with the 
Authors of ſuck, than any other of che A 
files, whom we read of. How oft do we find 
him complaining that he was undervalued, 

+ even by his own Converts, below the falſe 
| Apoſiles? yea vexed, and (lighted, when he 
was in priſon at Rome, by his fellow preachers? 
Phil. 1. 15, 16. taken for an Apoſtate, and a 

Turnec oate, an Adverſary of Moſes. Lam, =_ 
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to the Orders of the Church: others 7 th 


med Peter himſelf for his fearfulneſſe, & hal- 


his own countrymen the Fewes, and a Pro- 
faner of the Ti N ſtanding his com- 
pliances with the Fewes, . Yea this humble, 
and charitable Condeſcention of his, where- 
by he yeelded to the weaker ſort (where · 

ever he came) in things lawfull, and indiffe- 

rent, as Chriſtian prudence directed him, was 
uſed, as an Argument to condemne him, 

as if he complyed with all ſides for his own. 
ends of ſafety, or Reputation. Gal. 5. 11. 

and 2. 18, 19. Vet, for all this, he brake not 
of his courſe, but went on, as he had begun; | ; 
not onely vindicated himſelfe from the a- 
ſperfions of the falſe Apoſtles, but even bla- ; 


» 


ting and diſſimulation. Gal. 2. 11-=/14. and }, 
openly profeſſed to his Corinthians, how , 
little he valued their uncharitable cenſures, 7 
and raſh” Judgements, 1 Cor. 4. 2 4 

2. Thoſe who plead fo 3 for not. 
offending the weak, ſhould be careful not to 5 


their wilfulneſſe, and perver ſeneſſe, and Diſ- 
obedience to Authority, which is one of the 7 
reateſt, & moſt dangerous ſcandals ; where - fe 

by ome are hardned through their perſwa 


give juſt cauſe of offence themſelves, 2 Itch 


ſions and example, who are already averſe F 


— 
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diſheartned and difturbed in their mindes 
who are otherwiſe inclinable enough to 
come in, and ſubmit : A third fort are in- 
couraged to cenſure, and tax thoſe of ſuper- 
ſition, and Popery, and Idolatry, who readily 
conforme,. And all this, in oppoſition to a 
4 Geſture, which the moſt knowing, and emi- 

nent amongſt the Obje&ours,maſt needs ac» 
knowledge to be wiel in it ſelfe, practiſed 
ſor many years by tlie Churches of the West, 


and at this day reteined by a great patt of 


- 


— 
— 
—— 
— 


are pleaded for, there be too matiy who 
thing themſelves the ſtronger ſort, and con- 
demie all thoſe of weakneſs, who are not of 
the ſame judgement with thẽſelves. However, 
they have time, & meanes of getting ſtrength 
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cheir knowledge, and confirme their mindes 
in the true nature, and uſe of Chriſtian liber- 
y, the power of Superiours in determining of 
things indifferent, and that obedience which 
'F is due by the law of God to (ach Decrees of 
| theirs: And if ſome, out of weakneſſe, are of- 


ho be offended at their fitting upon far 
better Grounds. And is it reaſonable; that 
chere ſhould be no regard had of theſe; _— 
=” L | that 
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the Proteſtant-ones. Asfor the weake, who 


| (if they, will but make uſe of them) to better 


| fended at others kneeling, there be far more 
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that the weaker, and leſſer part ſhall be au- 


thorized to ſcandalize the greater, and 


ſtronger, and every way more conſiderable? 
Charity ſceketh not her own, nor is partiall 
to one fide, but indifferently reſpecteth all 
Chriſtians in their ſeverall Degrees. And, if 
Charity bind me to regard all, Charity, and 
Duty bath pind me to regard my Superiours, 
who,command me to Kyeel. If the zealous 

leaders for the weake would but pleaſe to 
U as zealous in informing them aright , 


in ſettling their mindes, and preſſing thoſe 


Duties which they owe to their Superionrs 
in Church and State, the pretended ſcandall 
would ſoon ceaſe, and the Schiſme cloſe, 

3. Thole, who will be kept from the Sub- 
Stance gf a religious Duty, becauſe they re- 
fuſe to comply with a circumſtance, en joyned 


by lawfull Authority, & confeſſedly lawfull in 


it (elf (as being a Geſture no where condem- 
ned but rather commanded by God, in holy 
Scripture) mayjuſtly blame thẽſelves for their 
ignorance, or peeviſhneſſe; but cannot juftly 


- accuſe the Authority which commandes ir. 


4. What liberty our Speriours will al- 


low to ſuch as have been milled in theſe l. 
centious Times; how much, or how long: 


or to whom they will permit it, is not for 


| 
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me to determine, or paſs my cenſure on; but 
to pray, that God would pleaſe to dire& 
them in ſo hazardous a Point, that they may 
do all according to the Rules of Chriſtian 
rudence, and for the good of the Church. 
hatſocver | here ſay, is directed to ſuch as 
are miſled, & for their fatisfa&ion, who can- 
not with any Reaſon, or Juſtice, claime a 
petuall exemption from obeying the 
awes, (though ſome of them poſſibly may 
be diſpenſt with for a while) ſeeing thereby 


* | all Eccleſiaſticall Authority would be trod 


under foot, the Laws broken, and aboliſhr, 
all diſorder, & confuſion introduced, Schiſme 
authoriſed, and the Diſobedient confirmed 
in their errours, without any hope of ever 
reducing them to the Unity of the Church. 


Were it not a far more Chriſtian, and chari - x 


table Courſe for ſuch who have miſled them, 


or countenanced them in their errour, to 


ſhew them it, by conſeſſing their own; and do 
their utmoſt cudeavour, by informing them 
aright, to returne them into the good old 
Pathes of the Church, and become their 
Gaides in the way? This would be the beſt 


evidence of their Repentance, Selfdeniall, 


Humility and zealous care of thoſe Soules, 
which have becnhitherto miſguided throug! 


h 
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their meanes. S. Paul thought himſef obliged 
to confeſs his errour, aſter he was converted; 
and to be more zealous in converting ſouls, 
then he had been in deſtroying of them; 
which cauſed him to labour more abundãtly 
then all the reſt of the Apoſtles. 1 Cor. 18. 10. 
S. Auſtin thought himſelf bound, in his lat- 

ter days, to look back on what he had done, 
preached, and written; and upon a ſerious 
review thereof, to confeſs the Errours, not 
oncly of his life, but of his Do&rinezof both 
which he hath leſt publick monuments un- 
to all Poſterity, in his two Books of Con- 

| feſſion, and Recantation. Hath he at all dif- 

| | paraged, or diſgraced himſelf by theſe two 

| Books? Na hath he not got more honour to 

himſelf thereby, than by any two of the reſt: 

1 If in others, he hath ſhewed more of the 

! Schollar;in theſe he hath ſhewed more of the 

Gbriſtian. His high wit, & learning may ſhine 

forth more conſpicuouſly in ſome other 

Treatiſesʒ but his deep humility, & large cha- 

rity, are more legible in theſe. He thought it 

no blot: to his Reputation, to publiſh his 

Errour,but to perſiſt in it. And his own con- 


and other mens inſnared, if he had not pur- 


ſcience, he judged, would have been polluted, | 


ged it by this Coxfefion, and Recantationʒ 
Which 
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which now preſent it unftained unto God, 
and his Ghurch. Would to God thoſe who 
read the Books, and (ee the good effects 
thereof, would follow the example. Then 
would the Church, in due time, recover 
both its Purity and its Peace. 

5. Thoſe, Who would not have any Con- 
ſtraint now put upon the Conſcience of 
any one, nor ſo much as a Reſtraint of their * 
Chriſtian liberty in the uſe of things indiffe- 
rent, might have done well to have been 
more tender of forcing others (when their 
Party was in power) not onely to the Geſture 
of Sitting, at the receiving of the Sacrament, 
( denying it to ſuch who would not cõforme 

- thereto , contrary to their Judgment, to the 
Lawes, and to their former Practice) but to 
ſuch Oathes, and Covenants, as were contrary 
to thoſe they had formerly taken, and to 
the Lawes of the Land, and the. expreſſe 
command of their SoveraigneLord the King. 
But the preſent Power, as it is placed in the 
right Hands, ſoit ufeth thoſe hands far 
more gently,and complyantly, for the draw- 
ing of all to conformity, and Obedience. Bur | 

it is one Thing to beare with the weake for a 

while; an other, to cheriſh the RefraQory 


in their wilfuloefſe. One thing, to forbeare 
L 3 | the 
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the inflicting of the Penalty on ſome certai ne 
Perſons, untill all fitting meanes be uſed of 
weaning them from their Errours, and ill 
Cuftomes ; annther, to abrogate and -nullific 
the force of the Law, by indulging a gene- 
rall Diſpenſation. A moderate, and ſeaſonable 
.preſfing of Conformity will not drive any 
rom the Church, who are any way plyable, 
or inclinable to come in; bat gently draw 
them farther, by ſhewing the excellent fruits 
of Unity, and Order; the Beauty, and the 


Peace, which accompany them, with the ne- 


ceſſity thereof in order to the recovery, and 
preſervation of Both. Whereas, if the People 
be fill ſuffered to follow their own Fancies, 
and falſe Guides, under pretence of enjoying 
that which they are pleaſed to call Liberty 
of e will be impoſſible ever to re- 
duce them into the fold * Church. They 
will wander about ſtill, as fooliſh ſheep uſe to 
do, and pleaſe themſelves in the Byzpathes of 
their owne choofing, follow the call of eve- 

falſe ſhepheard , ſtraggle farther, and far- 
ther into focbidden Paſtures, and never en- 
tertaine a thought of returning into that 


Field, which they firſt ſo fooliſhly forſooke, * 


to tire themſelves in their inconſtant wan- 


drings. And if the Shepheards follow them 
in 
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in theſe Vagaries, ( unleſſe it be with a pious, 
& charĩtable deſigne of reducing them home) * 


they will ſoon weary them in the Purſuit, 
and ſend them back at laſt with as little Pa- 
tience, as they had Prudence at their ſetting 
forth. 8. Auguſtine obſer ves, that the Doxa- 
tiſts never ſeriouſly recollected themſelves, 
nor confidered the Errour of their way, till 
they were awakened by the Thunder of 
the Emperours Edi&s,which affrighted them 
into the Fold, they had ſo giddily abandoned; 
and then they could thank God for fo ſea- 
ſonable a ſeverity,when they ſaw the Benefit 
of the change;whereas otherwiſe,if they had 
bin ſtill left at liberty to do what they liſted, 
they had periſhed in their wanton extrava- 


gancies, & fooled themſelves intoDamnation. 


6. The Benefits arifing from Conformity 
are many, and great; as Order, and Decency, 
which cannot be preſerved without Vnifor- 
mity. But chiefly the Peace and Vnity, of the 
Church,which are ſo neceſſary for the main- 
tenance of Truth,of Obedience to Superiours, 
and the ſolid Edifying of all Chriſtians in the 
ways of Salvation. Which ſure are more con- 


* fiderable, than the gratifying of ſome 


factious Humoariſts, or ſeduced Proſelytes 
amoneſt as, As for the allowing a liberty in 
| | L 4 things 
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things indifferent , to the Judgement, and 
Conſcience of the uſers, the Church leaves 


all Chriſtians abſolutely free, whilſt it de- 


clares them indifferent in their own nature, 
various in ſeverall Churches, and Changeable 
in the ſame; not eſſentiall Parts, but circum- 
ſtantiall Appendixes of Gods worſhip, But to 
crave the ſame liberty for the uſe, and pra- 
Aiſe of them, without any limitation, or re- 
gard had to the Determinations of juſt Au- 
thority, is ſuch a liberty, which never any 
well-ſetled Church enjoyed, or deſired (I be- 
lieve ) ſince the Apoſtles times; ſuch as is in- 
conſiſtent with the Apoſtles Rules of Order, 
and Decency and ſuch as would bring in that 


Confuſion into the Church, whereof God is 


not the Autbour. 
Ob.5. This Geſture of kneeling at the Sa- 


* - crament gives the juſter cauſe of offence, be. 


cauſc it had its Originall from the Pope f 


Ground, or ſuppoſall, viz. upon the Do- 
Erine of Tranſubſtantiation, whereon 
it was built; the ſcandalous conſequent 
of a falſe opinion, For when that do- 


ned in the great Council! of Laterane, under 
Innoc. 3d, then, and not before, was this 


kneeling | 


' 


| Qrrine was agreed on, and finally determi -: 


——— 


_— 
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kneeling at the Sacrament, ſome few yeares 
after, enjoyned by Honorius 3d, his imme- 

-diate ſucceſſour, as a Gefture agreeable to 
expreſſe the Adoration which was due to 
the Body of Chriſt, 3 preſent in the 
Sacrament. Now how can that Geſture be 
fitly retained, mueh leſſe rigorouſly impoſed 
on all, which had ſo falfe, & unwarrantable 
an Originall ? 

Anſw. 1. Suppoſe that this kneeling had 
been firſt introduced by the Biſhop of Kome, 
and that upon a falſe ſuppoſall, yet it follows & 

\ | not thence, that it may not be uſed by the 
| Reformed Churches,or impoſed by our Supe- 
; | riours, upon a true, & juſt Ground. Now, the 
| Church of England, which en joyneth kxeeling, 

, openly declares her Judgment againft the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and the A- 
doration of the Hoaſt, which is grounded 
upon that Principle, or Suppoſall. Whereby 
all Scandall, and the very Appearance of evill, 
I is quite taken away, whenas the ſame Autho- 
rity which en joynes the one, renounceth 


© | theother,as our Church doth in her 28. 4r= | 
. ticle. When Naaman had openly profeſt that 
he would not ſacrifice to any God, but the f 
r God of Iſrael, he was diſmiſt with a Bleſſing | 
s | by the Prophet Eliſha, and had an W | 
1 leave 


— 
— 
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leave given him (teltifyed by the ſilence of 
the Prophet) not onely to enter the houſe 
of the Idol Rimmon, but to bow down 
therein, whilſt his Maſter the K ing leaned on 
his ſhoulder. The other Tribes were ſatisKed 
at the building of the great Altar by the 
Bankes of Jordan, when they heard the an- 
ſwer of the Tribes of Ruben and Gad, and the 
halfe Tribe of Manaſſeh, that they had not 
built it for ſacrifice to worſhip any falſe God 
by, or the true God in a Schiſmatical way;but 
meerly for a monument of Concord, & equall 
priviledgesin the ſervice of the ſame God. The 
Primitive Chriſtians in Julian the Apoſtates 
time, and under the ten Perſecutions, would 
not ſo much as caſt a Graine of Incenſe into 
the fire which was made before an Idol, 
(no not to ſave their lives) becauſe it would 
have been looked upon, and interpreted, as a 
divine, religious honour done to that 1dol, 
Neither would they bow themſelves before 
the Romane-Eagles, the Enſignes of the 
Camp, for the ſame Reaſon. Vet the ſame 
Chriſtians made no ſcruple of lifting up their 
hands and eyes towards Heaven, when they | 
prayed in the open fields (as that Legion of * |. 
Chriſtian Souldiers did (mentioned by 
Tuſtin Martyr) which obtained raine for the 
£5. | Army 


: 
*]- themſelves. And though they were taxed by 
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Army of Marcw Antoninus in a time of great 
Diſtreſſe) not fearing thereby to ſcandalize 
the Heathen, and confirme them in their 
idolatrous worfthipping of the Sung Moone, 
and Stars 3 becauſe it was ſufficiently known 
unto the world,to whom they dire&ed that 
bodily worſhip, viz. not to the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven, but to the Lord of Hoſts. In like man- 


— 


ner the Church of England cannot be juſtly *, 


cenſured,for confirming the Romaniſts in the 
Belicf of Tranſubſtantiation, and the ſuitable 
Praiſe of adoring the Hoaſt, becauſe ſhe 
hath profeſſedly condemned both that Prin- 
ciple, and that Praiſe, and openly declared 
that ſhe dire&s not this Bodily worſhip of 
kneeling to the viſible ſignes in the Sacra- 


ment; immediately, or indire&ly, or any 


way whatſoever, (as it is commonly minced, 
and qualified with diſtinctions) but ſolely, 
and immediately to God in Heaven. Vea I 
remember to have ſome where read, that 
the ſame primitive Chriftians refuſed not to 
bow down, and proſtrate themſeves before 
the S tatues of the Emperours, becauſe it was 
reputed a civile honour, and ſo proſeſt by 


ſome of the Heathen for worſhipping of 
Ceres & Bacchus, becauſe they adored at the 
- receiving 
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receiving of the Bread, and Wine in the Sa- 
crament, yet they conſtantly reteined the 
ſame Geſture, not thinking fit to alter it, up- 
on ſo groundleſſe a ſlander, Vea Mr Cart- 
* wright acknowledgeth, in his Epiſtle to the 
Church of England, That if among the Ro- 
miſh filth we find any good Thing, that we 
willingly receive, not as theirs, but as the 
gone did the holy Arke from the Phili- 
ines. For herein ith he) it is true that is 
ſaid, The ſheep muſt not lay down her Fell, 
becauſe ſhe ſees the wolfe ſometimes clothed 
with it. And the Apoſtle hath taught us, 
that it is lawfull to cate that meat which 
hath been ſacrificed to Idols, asking no que- 
ſtion for Conſcience ſake. 1 Cor. 10. 25, 
27. Why may we not then uſe that Gefture 
aright, which hath been abuſed to Ido- 
latry ? 
2. But upon a more ſerious, and conſide- 
rate Review of what was decreed by Pope 
Honorius, ſome few yearcs after theLaterane 
Councill under Innocent 3. we ſhall find, not 
that he enjoyned kxeeling at the receiving 
of the Sacrament, but Bowing at the Eleva- 
tion thereof, and the carrying it about in- 
Proceſſion. Which alſo appeares clearly 
enough by the Practiſe of the Romaniſts 
at 
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at this Day, who performe their Adorations 


accordingly. . Honorius Decree runs thus. 
Extra. De Celeb. Miſſarum. cap. 10. Sacer- 
dos frequenter doceat Plebem ſuam, ut cum in 
Celebratione Miſſarum Elevatur hoſtia ſalu- 
taris, ſe reverenter inclinet ; idem fac iens cum 
eam defert Presbyter ad infirmum. that is, Let 
the Prieſt often teach his People, that, when the 
Saving Hoaſt is elevated at the Celebration of 
the Maſſe, they reverently bow themſelves ; do- 
ing the like, when the Prieſt carries it to the 
Sicke. Ye ſee the Reverence here enjoyned, 
is not kneeling, but Bowing. And the Time 
whereat this Bowing is to be performed, is 
not the Time of Receiving the Sacrament, 
but when the Hoaft was elevated in the 


| Maſſe, or conveyed to the fick. This De- 


cree was ſet forth in the yeare 1220. and 
founded on a former Decree of the L aterane 
Councill under Innocent 3 d. ſome 5. yeares 
before; wherein it was determined, Feſu 
Chriſti Corpus, & ſanguinem, in Sacramento 
Altaris, ſub ſpeciebus Pauis, & Vini Veraci- 
ter contineri, Tranſubſtantiatis Paue in Cor- 
pus, & Vino in Sanguinem , poteſtate divina. 


that is, The Body, and Blood of Feſus Chriſt, 


in the Sacrament of the Altar, are verily con- 
Teined under the formes of Bread & Vine; 
I the 
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the Bread being tranſubſtantiated into the Bo- t 
dy, and the Wine. into the Blood of Chriſt by | 1 
the power Divine. See for this alſo, Couc. e 
Trid. Seſf. 12. cap. 4, 5. Where the Cultus | C 
latriæ, or divine worſhip exhibited to the j 
Sacrament, is made the neceſſary conſequent | c 
of Tranſubſtantiation. From the ſame touns | 
i 
t 
1 
b 
d 
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taine. ſprang the Inſtitution of that ſuper - 
Ritious Feſtivall of Corpus Chriſti, by Urbant | 
4th. : Anno 126 4. confirmed 1by Clement 5. 
Anno 1311. But what is all this to the 
v Church of England , or other Proteſtant 
Churches, which uſe kneeling at the Recei-'] 7 
ving of the Sacrament, touching which Pope 
Honorius enjoyned nothing, nor medled 
with it at all, but left it as he found it, pra - 
Qiſcd many yeares before his time? who» 
ever then reteine this auncient Geſture, and 
comply not at all with the Papifts, in wor- 
ſhipping at the lifting . the Hoaſt, 
or the carrying it about in Procel- | 
ſion, but contrarywiſe renounce Both, 
cannot be ſaid, with Colour of Rea»: 
ſon, to confirm them in their Errour, or 
miſguided Worſhip, by obeying the De» 
cree of P. Henor ius. No more, then they 
ean be ſaid to confirme them in their Do- 
Arine of Tranſubſtantiation, by * 
a 1 
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thoſe words, This is my Body, This is my 

| Blood, at the Celebration of the Sacrament 

; | on the miſunderitanding of which that Do- 
&rine was grounded. Why may not we, aa 

juſtly reteine theAdoration in the receiving, * 

£ | dirc&ing it to the proper Object, Chri 

» | corporally preſent in Heaven, and ſpiritually 

0 


in che Sacrament ? The [ Sursum corda] in 
che Communion- Service | Lift up your Hearts 
3. into the Lord | which our Church hath 
borrowed of the primitive: Age, ſhewes evi- 
dently enough, whither our Worſhip is di- 
recked. a 3 5 
05. 6. At the Sacrament we put on, and 1 
d la& the perſons of coheires and repreſent our 
fitting with Cbriſt at his Table, in his King- 
dome of Glory, which requires a geſture of. 
| familiarity,and fellowlike equality, kneeling 
then is very unſuitable, for it, as being a Pos - 
| ture of Infertority ,SubjeRion, & Humility: 
| Beſides, it croſſeth the aſſurance of our 
Coheirſhip with Chriſt, becauſe it implies 
1 an unfcHow-like, and inferiour Condition 
in our future ſtate of Glory, and debarrs us 
from ſociall admittance, and entertainment, 
as Gueſts at his Table, N 
Anſw. 1. If theſe Patrons of Non: confor- 
mit did not openly proſeſſe a ſound beliefe 
4 in 
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in che Holy Trinity, and the Godhead of | 


our Saviour I could not imagine this ob- 
jection could have proceeded from any o- 
ther. than ſome of thoſe monſtrous Apoſtates 

in Poland, who revolted to Photinianiſme, & 
other Blaſphemous Sects; ſo much pride, & 
preſumption it hath in it, and ſo manifeſt a 
Tendency to the imbracing of their 
opinions. Neither hath it more Reaſon, 
than Religion in it, as being a Com- 
plication of Errours, and Abſurdities, and 


groundleſs ſuppoſals. It ſuppoſeth , 1. that | 


we haye a kind of equality with Chriſt by 
our priviledge of Cohcirſhip ; whereas there | 
is a vaſt Diſtance between us. He is Heire of | 
all Things by Nature; we be Heires by his 

free Donation, Heaven was his poſſeſſion. 
from all Eternity; It is but prepared for us, 
to be poſſeſt after the Reſurrection. It is his 
Inheritance by. purchaſe ; ours by Promiſe, 


. 
— 
Pr ca ko Da a” 


We are but Heires in Hope, depending upon 
favour for Actuall Admiſſion: He, is actual 
Lord and Poſſeſſour, and hath the Diſpoſall 
of this Kingdome at his Command. Ant 
however, by taking our Nature upon him, 
he became of kin to us, and is not aſhamed 
to call us Brethren ; yer conſidering our pre: 
lent vlleneſſe, and his Height of woo | 
met | 
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methinks, we ſhonld be aſhamed, & afraid too, 
not to acknowledge him ſuch an elder Brother, as 
is our Lord, & Prince, who hath the ſpirit with- 
out meaſure, annginted with the oyle of Gladneſs 
above his fellowes, the ſupream bead of hisChurch, 
far exalted above all Angels,as well as nen. And 
all this, as Man. How much vaſter a Diſtance is 
there between us, & him, being conſidered as the 
Son of God,who thinks it no Robbery to be e- 
quall unto his Father? & as ſuch we conſider 
him, when we kneel to him in the Sacrament. 
2. That our communicating at the Sacrament 
repreſents our future eſtate of Glory, expreſt by - , 
eur Saviour under the fimilitude of eating, and 
drinking with him at his Table in his Kingdome. 
Whereas our Saviour clearly tels us, that we are 
to celebrate it in comemoration of his Paſſion that 
is paſt, not of our prefer ment that is to come. This 
is my Blood of thenew Teftament which is ſhed for 
many, for the 0 ory of ſins. Mat. 26 29. The A4. 
poſtle tels us the ſame: This is my Body,wbich is 
broken for yonz this doin remembrance of me. 1 Cor. 
1. 24. As often as ye eate this Bread, & drin this 
Cup, ye do ſhew the Lords death till be come. v. 26. 
3. That a Geſture of Humility, ſuch as 
' kreeling is, croſſeth, and hindreth the aſſu- . + 
rance of our Cohcirſhip. Whereas, if we will 
believe the Scriptures, there is no vertue 
M which 
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which better aſſureth our Intereſt inChr iſt, 
and the Promiſes which are made to us in 
him, than Humility , which if it be not layd 
very deep, as the foundation of all other 
Graces, the whole ſtructure will ſoon come 
to Ruine. The firſt leſson which our Saviour 
gave his Followers, was to deny themſelves ; 
without which they could neither beare his 
Croſſe, nor follow him. Mat. 16. 24. And 
Chriſts own Humility it is, which the Apoſtle 
would have us ſet before our eyes, as a Pat- 
terne to follow,becauſe thereby he obteined 
his Glory, Phil. 2. 5-9. The deep Humility 
of the Centurion, and woman of Canaan, very 
well conſorted with an extraordinary 
Faith, and high Contidence in our Saviour; 
whereof the one thought not himſelf wor- 
thy, that Chriſt ſhould honour him ſo far, 
as to come under his Roof, Mat, 8. 8. 
And the other, as humbly took upon Heer 
the difgracefull name of a Dog. Mat. 15. 
27. Yet both their Faiths are ſo highly 


commended by our Saviour, as none elſe 


ſeemed to come neer them. O Woman great 
is thy Faith. Be it unto thee, even as thou wilt, 


ſaid our Saviour to the one. Mat. 15. 28. 


I bave not found ſo great faith, no not 


in| 


— 
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8 ſrael. Mat. 8. 10. faith he to the o- 
ther. | 
4. Chriſts advancing our Nature, by exal- 
ting it to his Fathers right Hand, & his aſſu- 
ming us into a kind of Fraternity , and Co- 
beirſpip with himſelſe, ſhould ſerve to make 
us the more humble, to confeſs our un- 
worthineſſe, and to keep a geater Di- 
ſtance; not to puff us up, and make us 
preſume upon our Priviledges. It was the 
Guiſe, and Character of the Phariſees, to 
preſſe · for the higheſt Roomes. Mat. 23. 6. 
Whereas Chrift chargeth his own Diſciples 
to fit down in the loweſt ; withall telling 
them, that whoſoever exalteth himſelfe, ſhall 
be abaſed; and he that bumbleth himſelf, ſhall 
be exalted : Luk, 14. 7, 10, 11. This effect 
the high Favours of God wronght in 
the Bleſſed Virgin, and Fobn the Baptiſt. 
When the 1 from the Angell Ga- 
briel, that ſhe ſhould be the Mother of the 
Son of God She replyed, Behold the Hand- 
maid of the Lord, And humbly thanked 
God in her Song, that he had regarded the 
low eſtate of bis H andmaiden, Luk, 1. 38, 48. 
And when Chriſt came to the other to be 
| Baptized, he refuſed, ſaying, I have need to 
| f M 2 
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be baptized of Thee, and comet Thou to me; 
Mat. 3. 14. Vea he counted himſelf unworthy 
to ſtoop down_and unlooſe his ſhoe-latchet, 
Mark 1. 17. How much fitter then were it 
for us, who come ſo farre ſhort of theſe two 
eminent Patterns; cither, with the. Prodigall 
in the Goſpell, to come unto our heavenly 
Father with the like humble Confeſſion, 
I bave ſiuned again't Heaven, and againit 
thee, and am uo more worthy to be called thy 
Son. Luk. 15. 18, 19, 21. Or with the peni- 
tent. Publican, to ſtand at a Diffance, caſt 
down our Eyes, and knock our Breaſts, and 
ſay, Lord be mercifull to me à ſinner Luk. 18. 
13, 14. So ſhall we be juſtifyed, with the 
one, and be acknowledged for Children, 
with the other. 


5. The Non-conformiſts refuſe not to 


- kneel in Prayer, wherein yet they profeſſe 


to ſpeake with an humble confidence, & fa- 
miliartcy unto God, as to a Father; and that 
by the Spirit of Adoption. Rom. 8. 15. Gal. 4. 6. 
why is not the ſame Gefture as ſuitable. at 
the receiving of the Communi on, not withſtan- 
ding, they there put on the perſons of Chil- 
dren, and Coheirs ? Or why can they not 
bend their knees, as well as bare their * 
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when they receive it? They uſe not to ſit 
bare when invited to the Table of their 
Super iours. Why uſe they this Reverence, 
when invited to their Elder Brother, and 
Cobeire ? This evidently ſhe ws, they 
make a difference between their Carriage 
at a common, and this. holy Table. Let 
them then but conforme their knees 
unto their Heads, by a proportionable 
Reverence, and the matter is at an end. As 
for croſſing the Aſſurance of our Coheir- 
ſhip, ſure the contrary experience of thoſe 
many, who receive it keeling, ĩs a ſuffi- 
cient Argument, that the Aſſurance of 
our Privileges ,and. intereft- in Chriſt, may 
very well-confiſt with this _ ſtore; 
and is ſo farre from being croſſed, - that 
it is furthered thereby. There is no 
Duty exempted from Es „ which 

is ſo neceſſary to ballance all our A- 
ions. . "W 

6. But ſuppoſe that which the obje&ion 
would have; That the Lords Supper celebra- x. 
ted here in the GhurchMilitant repreſents the 
Supper of the Lambe in the Church Trium- 
pbant. Rev. 19. 9. and that we are therein to 


act the perſons of Coheirs; yet it followes 
not 
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not from thence, that we ſhould fit. thereat, 
as companions, and Familiars of Chriſt ; 
ſeeing the triumphant Saints themſelves, 
who are admitted into that Fellowſhip, and 
are Chriſts Gueſts at that Supper, are repre- 


ſented to us by 8: Jobn in a quite contrary 
poſture; And therefore, if we wille do the 


will of God on Kurth, as it is done by dheſo 


«+ Saints in Heaven; we muſt imitate them 


in this alſo, by uſmg he like: Geſturr. Fot 
Saint Joh tels us, that the 24. E Her (whe 
reprefent the chief Heads, or Paſtors of the 
Church) fall 4dw#: before bim tbat ſate on 
ihr Throxe, and worſhip bim that liveth for 
eber and eder, and caſt their Crowns hefore 
the Throne: Revel. 4. 10. nor onlyiſo, but 
beſore the Lamb allo, who appeared before 
the Throne, as he ad: been Ilaine; as he is 
alſo repreſented;' when we worſhip him in 
the Euchariſt, Rrvel. 5. 6, 8, 14. The People 
Jayne with their Paſtours in the ſame 

umble Geſture, and have the Angels. for 
their fellow - worſhippers. cap. 7. 93 11 
who are ſaid to be fed by the Lamb, and to 
be led unto living fountaines of water, 
having lately come out of great Tri- 


bulation, and waſhed cheir Robes white in 


the 
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the blood of the Lambe, v. 14. Now, in the 
Sacrament, we are not only fed by this x * 
Lambe, but feed upon him; we have our 
ſpirituall thicſ allayed by this fountaine of 
life, being thereby made to drink into one 
Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 13. Therein alſo we are 
cleanſed by the Blood of Chriſt , the Bloud of 
the new Teftament, which is ſhed for many , for 
the remiſſion of Sins, Mat, 26. 27, 28. The 
ſame Geſture is aſcribed unto the 24. Elders 
and to the 4. Beaſts, when God had judged 
the great hort and avenged the Blood of 
his Saints. Revel. 19. 3, 75 9. Is not the 
practiſe of theſe beavenly Inhabitants a good 
warrant and Patterne to the Saints on Earth, 
to uſe the like proſtration in the worthip of 
God? eſpecially, at the Euchariſt, wherein 
we offer up the ſame ſacrifice of Praiſe, 
for the favours beſtowed on us through the 
merits of the Laube ſlalne, and the judging 
of our. Spicituall Enemies, who were 
conquered,and condemned, when he ſufferd 
on the Croſſe? But if any ſhall reply that 
S. Jobn,; in theſe viſions, deſcribeth the , 
Church-Militant under the name of the 
Church Triumphant ; I anſwer, that though 
ſeverall Circumſtances of the Text ſeem 
NM 4 ä to 
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to demonſtrate the contrary, yet the Argu- 
ment will not looſe its force upon this ſup- 
poſall , but rather get ſtrength thereby. 
For from hence it will neceſſarily follow, 
that Proftration, or bodily Adoration at the 
Supper of the Lamb, viz, at the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, was the Geſture uſed by 
the Ghriſtian Church in S. Fobxs time; other= 
wiſe theſe vifions of his had preſented - us 
with an improper, and untrue Repreſenta- 
tion thereof, which we cannot reaſonably 
imagine. So then the uſe of an Ado- 
rative Geſtore at the Sacrament, ſo ancient, 
as the Apoſiles 9 80 will ſerve to ju- 
ſtify our kneeling, if we had no other Ar- 
ument. wh 
Ob. 7. Kneeling at the Lords Table is con- 
trary to the law of nature, and decency, and 
to a Table of Repaſt. It is a private worſhip, 
during the publick. Beſides, the Elements which 
Cbriſt conſecrated, and made choiſe of for 
the outward ſignes in the Lords Supper, are 
meane, and ordinary, and thereſore he 
cannot in any reaſon be thought to have 
intended any ſuch Adoration, or Reve- 
rence to be uſed at the partaking of them. 
Laſtly, the Euchariſt is a Feaſt of Foy, and | 
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T hankegiving, and therefore a Geſture of 
Hum iliation, ſuch as kneeling is, is improper, 

Anſ. This is a complication of petty cavils, 
which ſcarce deſerve an anſwer, but that 
I am unwilling to paſſe by any Obje&ion 
which | have met with, leaft it ſhould prove 
a ſcandall to ſome weaker Chriſtian, in caſe 
it lie unremoved. I anſwer then, 


1. It hath been, I hope, ſufficiently proved, 


that kneeling is moſt ſutable to- the Duty & 


performed at the Lords Table, and therefore 
agreeable to the Law of God, who enjoynes 
that Duty. They are but ill judges of Decen- 
cy, who ſo far forget Themſelves, and their 
Duty, as to approach unto Gods Table 
(where he is ſo eminently preſent, and 
$ proffcrs ſuch high, undeſerved Favours 
to his unworthy Servants ) with the 
ſame Boldneſſe, as to their own, or that 
of their Equals. The Church of Chriſt, 
in all Ages, hath thought it undecent 
to receive the Sacrament with any o- 
ther Geſture, than that which the 

uſed at their publick Prayers, at whic 


fitting was never uſed. Now Cbriſtian 


modeſty,and humility ſhould prevaile with 
us ſo far, as not to cenſure, and * 
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* Whilſt others ſtand, or fit ? If the contrar 


ſo generall a PraRtiſc, but ſubmit our judge- 


ment to that of the Church, But the great 
Stumbling-block of the Non- conformiſis, in 
this Particular, is this, that they look 
upon the Euchariſt, as a common Feaſt 
amongſt Equals, not as a Dole to poore 
Beggars: upon Chriſt, as their Brother, 
not as their Lord: upon themſelves, as 
Gueſts , not as Suppliants; and for- 
get the Altar of Worſhip, whilſt. they 
_ too intent upon the Table of Re- 
paſt. 


2. Why may not a private worſhip, be, 


uſed during the Publick ? ſome kneeling, 
hold good, no man may kneel, when he firſt 


comes into the Church, whilſt others per- 


haps are ſitting at the Hearing of the Leſſons, 
No Preacher may kneel, when he enters the 
Pulpit, whilſt the People in the meane time 
are buficd in finging of the Plalme. Yea, 
Hannah ſhall be condemned for praying 
at the Tabernacle, the Place of publick 
worſhip, when ſhe privately importuned 
God to look on her Affliction, and give 
her a Son. It appeares by King Solomons 


Prayer at the Dedication of the Temple, _ 
the 
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the Iſraelites put up their private occaſio - 
nall - petitions in the houſe of Prayer. 


I King. 8. 38, 39. 41, 43. S. Pauls practiſe 


ſhe ws the ſame. Ad. 22. 17. When the Prieſt 
offered up the Sacrifices (which were 
of ſeverall ſorts ) the ſeverall Parties 
which brought them, offered up with- 
all, their particular Devotions , whether 
Confeſſion, Prayer, or Praiſe, according to 
the nature of the Sacrifice, and the condition 
otthe- Supplicant. When Zacharias offered 
Incenſe in the Temple, the People were 
praying a without; and, for ought the 
Text tels us, every one fingly by himſelf, 
during che time of the publickSer vice, which 
Was porformed in the name, and bchalfe of 


the hole. This alſp condemnes the practiſe 


of all thoſe who ſtand at the receiving of 
the Communion Cas many of the Non- 
conformiſts did, and many whole Churches 
now do, whom. they will be loth to con- 
detnne) whilſt the maine of the Congre- 
gatiqn , who yet keep their Seats, or are 
newly returned to them, arc imployed 
in meditation, reading, or ſinging of Pſalmes. 
The like is done in greater Congregations, 
where they ſit one Company after another. 
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So that what everGefture is uſcd, there muſt | 
be place left for private Devotions. 
2. As for the meaneſs of the Elements, 
4. which is pretended in prejudice of knee- 
ling at the Receipt of them, it is an Ar- 
ument which favours of too much 
Folly, and profaneneſſe. For if we donſi · 
der the Elements in themſclves 5 they are 
the Beſt, the moſt neceſſary, and the moſt 
excellent of Foods; Bread, the ſtaffe of life, 
and ftrengthner of mans Heart; Vine, the 
chief Refreſher, and Reviver of the Spirits. 
But if we look on them in their uſe 
arid Deſignation, (as they are to 'be-looked 
on in the Sacrament) they, are called by 
our Saviour hiniſelfe (who beſt knew what 
they were) his own Body and Blood, that is; 
ſacred,and efficacious Inſtruments ot conveys 
ing his Bod), and Blood unto us, with all the 
vertucs, & merits of his Death, & Paſſion. And, 
whoever call, or eſteem ſuch as theſe, mean 
and vile, are moft unworthy Blaſphemers,who 
as little deſerve to receive benefit from 
Chriſt, as they regard his Ordinances, 
4: Joy & Thankggiving very well ſute with | 
Humility, and a lowly Geſture. What pru- 
A · dent, or ſober Perſon can judge it un : W 
abale 
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| abaſe himſelſe, when he receives an high fa=  % 
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vour from a perſon of honour?op to bend his 
knees, when he is dignifyed by his Prince ? IF 
we confider,as we ought, either Gods Maje- 
ſty, or our own meannels, the more we are 
honoured by him , the more we ſhall 
humble our (elves ; confeſſing with Jacob, 
that we are leſſe, than the leaſt of Gods 
Mercies; with Abrabam , that we are Duſt, 
and Aſhes; and with the Centurion in the 
Goſpell, that we are wot worthy to receive 
Chrift under our Roof. No ſooner had 
the Pſalmiſt told us, that God had ſet his 
Sonne Cbriſt upon his holy Hill of Sion, but 
he preſently admonitherh all of their Duty, 
viz. To ſerve the Lord with Feare, and 
rejoyce with Trembling. Pſalm. 2. 11. And 
leaft any ſhould preſume io plead a Privi- 
ledge of Exemption , he calls upon the 
Greateſt to performe this Service, Be wiſe 
nom therefore, O ye Kings; be inttrudted, ye 
{rages of the Earth. v.10. If thoſe of the 
ighel Rank muſt allay their Joy with feare 
and Trembling, methinks,none af us ſhould 
| think our ſelves ſo oyer-wiſe, great, or 
holy, as to negle& this inſtruion of rhe 
reyall Pſalmiſt; but to expreſſe our Humility 
ä | at 
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at ſo ſolemne a Service, as that of the Eu- 

chariſt; and abate ſomewhat of the ſwel- 
ling conceit of Coheirs, by remembring that 
we are Children of this everlaſting Father, as 
the Prophet E ſay ſtiles our Saviour, Iſa. 9.6. | 
amd 8. 18. with Heb. 2. 13. and Subjects of 
this univerſall Monarch, whom God hath 
entfaroned upon his holy Hill, and put all 
Creatures under his Foot, that ſo they 
migh t honour, and obey him, and be abſo- 
lutely ſubje& to his Diſpoſall. 
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